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77 the People of England. 


ur COUNTRYMEN, * | | „ 


I. PRESENT myfal * you 
in a ſituation that ought to engage 
your attention, becauſe, in fact, it no 
les concerns yourſelves than me. It 
has hitherto been your great boaſt, that 
you were poſſeſſed of the beſt form f 
goyernment in the world; that in 
England all men are ſubjed to the 
laws, from the king upon the throne 
to the meaneſt perſon in the realm 
that no man can be long „ 
much leſs * wichour the ſent- 


ence 
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ence of law ; that whenever any man 
is accuſed of a crime, opportunity is 
given him to make his defence, in the 


5 preſence, of his accuſers and of the 
Vitneſſes againſt him; and that in all 


80 caſes he muſt be tried by his peers, by 


„ perſons in a fituation in all reſpec 
ſimilar to his own, ſo that they them- 
ſelves may expect the ſame treatment 
in the ſame circumſtances. Without 
this you are ſenſible there can be no 
cual law, or equal liberty. It ha 
alſo been the great pride of Engliſh- 
men, that with us the preſs is free; 
ſo that any opinion whatever, civil or 
religious, may be openly propoſed, and 
diſcuſſed, without any Pn of 
2 


nouk jealouſy wi bea to oy 
| has ever diſtinguiſhed Engliſhmen, ſo 
that you have been content to ſuffer 
the greateſt peſts of ſociety to eſcape 
| puniſhment, 


1 
i 
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puniſhment, rather than the law ſhould 
be violated in their perſons ; reaſoning 
juſtly, that it is better that one man, 
though | ever ſo criminal, ſhould eſcape 


pm 
would be eſtabliſhed, in conſequence 
of which thouſands of innocent perſons 


night be expoſed to ſuffering; and  - 


this might be the caſe if any arbitrary 
mode of ' proceeding ſhould be ericou- 
nged in courts of juſtice, 
perſon actually ad to die for 
the greateſt crime, be put to death 
otherwiſe than by the ſentence of a 
judge, and by the Aren of the ſne- 
if, it would be deemed murder; fo - 

bred do you juſtly eſteem the regular 
execution of the laws, not bearing that 
an y puniſhment ſhould be inflicted but 
ch as the law directs, and in the 
preciſe manner directed by it. Need I 


then to ſay what you ought to think | 


of the mode of proceeding againſt me 
"Rs © and 


than that a precedent - | 


Should a 1 


1 0 der civil diſabilities, as a Diſſenter, 
| have long contributed my ſhare to 


ſtitution and laws for my inheritance. 


danger, your houſes and all your pro- 


e 
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and my friends at Birmingham; when 
all that 1 am charged . Aue 
ne of oy vor | 


mY was bois an Aba 
any of you. Though labouring un- 


the ſupport of government, and ſup- 
poſed I had the protection of its con- 


But I have found myſelf greatly de- 
ceived; and fo may any of you, if 
like me, you ſhould, with or without 
cauſe, be ſo unfortunate as to incur 
2 odium. For then, ad you 

ave ſeen in my caſe, without any 
form of trial kr {toes without any 
intimation of your crime, or of yout 


perty may be deſtroyed, and you may 
not have the fortune to eſcape 
with life, as I have done, Other in- 
6 47; »} +, - OG 
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nocent perſons alſo may be involved 

In the ſame calamities with yourſelves. 
what are the old French Lettres de 
Cachet, or the horrors of the late de- 
noliſned Baſile, compared to this ? 
Make then my caſe, what it ſoon may 
be, your on, and you will not rate 
the advantages of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
ton ſo high as you have generally 
done. For in what part of the world 
could a peaceable citizen have had leſs 
protetion- of law, or enjoy leſs ſecurity, 
which is the great end of * civil go- 
ant | 


If we offend againſt the laws, let 
Wis be tried according to law, and ſuf- 
kt the | nalty denounced by it, | I 
do not flee my country, and am at all 
tines amenable to the laws of it. But 
u you would not allow me to judge 
n my own caſe, and take my revenge 
pen an) * whom I might have 

conceived 


g | y 4 
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| | bonkeived-to have injured: me; let not 
| others wreak their vengeance upon 
NN. nn De S007 OR Ind 


©... You will ay that ſuch ovtrages u 
theſe: cannot be prevented under an) 
government, that they are like hurt. 
. cane or earthquakes z ſo that to com. 
plain of them, is to complain of the 

vrcler of nature and providerice. hut 
not to ay that ſufficient 'proviſion 
might eaſily be made to prevent any 

_ diſorder of this Kind, our complaint l 
that the injury is not univerſally . 
ſented, The Country does not j 
ſufflelently feel the diſgrace that hu 
been dene to it, and great number 
rather exult in our ſufferings, {© that 
we are far from thinking ourſelves fe-. U 
oure from farther injuries, Many per- nd 
ſons not only expreſs no diſapprobatio 
of our ſufferings, or of the illeg 

manner in which they were Wy 
Ws RO but « 
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"not but plainly enough threaten us with 
pon I more outrages of the ſame kinds. 


Before you, therefore, I-accuſe my 
n townſmen, and many others, whom 
ay have deſcribed, of the greateſt in- 
. juſtice and cruelty z arid not having 
ON» had an opportunity before my pu- 
tie amment, I now after it, plead my 
eauſe, and explain my whole conduct 
u this Appeal, | Rather, the laws 
tlemſelves, the laws that have been 
riolated in my eaſe, complain that 
thy have been infringed, and that a 


+ Aeng ether elfeumfiances Which prove this is the 
Mowing extract from & printed paper dated Birmingham 
11 Faverm ON, 15, 1591, fent te me by the 
j from Birmingham: © Hut let them” (the Diffeniers 

beware Phe arm 4 Lai has been raifed agsinſt 
em — Their profint department is in progf that it was 
Ve The bolt, though ſhot, is not fatirety ent, 
"and the people at large have too much affection for their 
"KING, and reverence for their preſent GOVERNMENT, | 
to ſuffer either of them to be attacked with impunity, by 
"the arts of the ſeditious, The lion is too magnanimous 
"to trample upon the fallen—MMiſuſe not then his noble 
" nature, ye Diſſenters—for if ye again arouſe bin Vour 
* Commentator Mr, Keir may explain the conſequences.” 
principle 


d> 


you as this within yourſelves, ly 


of a minority, and the Unitarian Dif: 
ſienters, with whom I claſs myſelf, an 
a ſmall minority, though an increaſing 


need of the protection of law; and it i 


us. You are more obliged to Dil- 


community, as, beſides bearing the 


1 
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principle which leads to all confuſion, 
and the diffolution of all government, 
has uſurped their place, And no fo- 
reign enemy can be ſo dangerous to 


But we ſuffer, it is ald, as Dit 
ſenters from the eſtabliſhed religion, 
On this account we have à denble 
title to pretectlen. A Diffbnter is on 


one, We therefore ſtand in greater 


the more inexcuſable to treat us ill, 


becauſe you have hothing to fear from 
ſenters than to other members of the 


whole expence of our own religion, we 
contribute our ſhare to the expenceſl 0 


ay yours, If we be not defective in m * 
any 
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10, ſoy civil duty, why ſhould we be en- 
w poſed to any civil puniſhment ? Leave 
our religion to our conſciences, and to 


conſider how you would wiſh to be 
trated if you lived in a country Where 
jy other religion than your own was 


think unjuſtly, from elvil empleyments 
nd emeluments. If you think pre- 
der to continue this wegarive puniſh- 
ment; de not add poſitive ones, and 
laſt of all encourage ſuch as are Ille- 
gl, and which may introduce evils of 
an unknown nature and extent, which 


For ſuch has been the caſe of perſecu- 
tion in other countries, even when it 
was carried on in a much more un- 
exceptionable manner than it has been 
«© eee e 


defence and commemoration of which 


God; whom alone it concerns, and 


iofeſfed.' We ate exeluded, and we 


gen your lateſt poſterity may feel. 


As to the French Revolution, the 


has 


1 


expences of all modern Ruropean go. 
vernments have opened the eyes of men 
to the nature and uſes of 


ſhake to its foundation. This will ne⸗ 


be felt in every ſtate in Europe. All 
nations muſt ultimately be benefited by ples 


great . 
by — 
Then we, who have ſuffered by the fur) 
of a miſguided populace (Who have 
committed their lawleſs devaſtation 


in the name of ee church and th 
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has been imputed to myſelf and other 
as fo. great a crime, you will ſoon {6 
It in « diffrent light The enormouy 


ment 
conſequence of thiy 


general; and in 


in 
the whole of the Gothic Feudal 6 lten, 


embracing matters both of a evil and 
eccleſiaſtical nature, is beginning to 


teffarily produce a convulſion that will 


it, though they may ſuffer by the tem- vel 
porary ſhock. But be aſſured that thoſe Wil gr; 


; countries will ſuffer the leaſt itv which nyſe! 


tions will be prevented 


and ſeaſonable reform. 


King 
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the), ) ſhall be conſidered ay the mer- 
of liberties z and in the firm 
dae this we joyfully bear all their 


OUtFAgeh. vs 


As individuals we pretend not to 
teferve your notice; but our caſe is 
general, and we hope it will lead you 

jp reſpect, if not us, at leaſt the law, 
Pen and your poſterity. | 


Though an advocate for reforma- 
ton, I am a friend to the general prin- 
ples of our conſtitution ; and as a 
yell-wiſher to my country, and every 
deſcription of men in it I ſubſcribe 
* 


Tour injured nme 


Ct J. PRIESTLEY, 
Lindon, Nov. 1, 1791. 
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F EW perſons who have addreſſed the 
Public have ever been in circumſtances which 
made it ſo difficult to give ſatisfaction to 
their different readers as I now am in, owing 
v their different opinions and prepoſſeſſions 
ih reſpect to the ſubject of this Appeal. 
hoſe who have already formed their opi- 
non as to the facts, will conclude that every 
kccount which repreſents them as having 
deen different from what they have con- 
ved them to be, is certainly falſe, if not 
from deſign, yet from miſapprehenſion. 
hey who are agreed with reſpect to the 
a; will draw different concluſions from 
them; and even they who agree both with 
hed to the facts and the concluſions, will 
unk very differently of the temper and man- 
rr in which they ſhould be ſpoken of, eſpe- 
ally by myſelf, who am 1 much a party 
ncerned, 


With 


Rave deſcribed were freſh in my mind, wi 


tans * 8 4 6 * 
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1 
) e | | 7 
. 


vii THE PREFACE, 5 
With reſpect to my enemies, do what 1 en 

will, I ſhall be equally cenſured. Wit WM 6c 
| them all my facts will be falſchoods, the con 
language of juſt indighation Will be info. 


lence, and that of chriſtian meekneſs either ill. 

'  meanneſs or hypocriſy. I ſhall therefor ther 
make myſelf perfectly eaſy as to what 0 whi 
may ſay of me. Where there is "Ong then 
to loſe, there I Rong to fear. * to 

5 tc thi 
£0 My friends whoſe fealitigh are as a dot 
ferent as their conſtitutions, will expeg or ir 
that, writing as it were in a common carl foul 

1 ſhould expreſs their preciſe ſentimentf condy 
and feelings. But this being evidently in felt © 


poſſible, I can only exctilpate them, by 
claring that both the ſentiments and the lan 
| org ge of this work are ſolely my own, + 

h as arofe from my feelings at the tit 
of writing, which was preſently after m 
arrival in London, while the ſcenes that 


a very few alterations and additions oc 
flonied by ſubſequeht accounts. 


I make no apology for the ſeverity Wi 
Which I have occaſionally condemned 


, conduct of my dveriiziee For what great 
| exit 
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11 erimes can men commit with reſpeft to 
ith ſociety, than thoſe which they either have 
committed, or intended, and in which they 
now exult. But this implies no malice, or 
il-will towards them. I ſincerely pray for 
them in the language of the liturgy, for 
which they pretend to have ſo nobly exerted 
themſelves, that as my enemies, perſecu- 
« tors, and ſlanderers, God would forgive 
them, and turn their hearts.” As to the 
doctrine of chriſtian meekneſs, forgiveneſs 
of injurjes, and love of our enemies, it 
ſhould be interpreted by our Saviour's own 
conduct. For it will not be ſaid that he 
felt otherwiſe than he ought to have done 
ith reſpect to bis enemies; and certainly his 
language is invariably that of the ſtrongeſt 
indignation and reproof. The ſame was 
that of Paul, and of all the apoſtles, to- 
vards thoſe who, in their opinion, cor- 
upted the goſpel, and oppoſed their mi- 


A ftrong ſenſe of the impropriety of 
tien's ſentiments and conduct naturally ex- 
preſſes itſelf in indignant language, though, 
When coming from a chriſtian, it will al- 
greg be accompanied with the moſt ſincere 
crit tompaſſion for the ſtate of depravity into 
ba Which 


- . 


1 
1 1 
1 


reren mn 
which /malignity of mind nedelfarity. finks 


men; and all that chriſtianity can do, is * 
earneſtly to wiſh and pray, that our adver- * 
ſaries may be brought to a better ſtate of 
mind, in order to their being entitled to our agal 
complacency, and forgiveneſs in the proper and 
ſenſe of the word. £6 coo 
With reſpe& to the high church party — 
in this country, I may be conſidered as in a WW ſyte 
ſtate of open war. I utterly diſlike their prin- WM and 
ciples and maxims, as they do mine; and! due 
ſeruple not to take any fair opportunity of 


expreſſing this diſlike in the moſt unequiye- | 
cal language. Let them do the ſame with 
reſpect to my principles; but let us obſerve 
the rules of honourable war. If, however, 
they chuſe to proceed as they have begun to 
do at Birmingham, I do not wiſh to follov 
their example. They will find in time that 
to conquer in that manner is no victory, 
To conciliate theſe perſons I conſider as a 
thing abſolutely impoſſible, and therefor 
not worth attempting. Whatever tends moſt 
completely to my juſtification, will only 
irritate them the more ; as was the caſe with 
my Letter to the Inhabitants of Birminghon. 
They are parties againſt whom I plead; and 
thoſe that I wiſh to conciliate are our com- 

mon 
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mon judges, our countrymen in general, the 
world at large, and eſpecially poſterity. 


Whatever has been my indignation 
againſt my enemies, I have never forgotten, 
and 1 hope never ſhall forget, that their 
conduct forms a part of the plan of a wiſe 
and juſt providence; that they, as well as 
myſelf, have a proper place in the general 
ſyſtem, the great ſcope of which is general. 
and infinite good, of which they alſo, in 
due time, will partake; though I rejoice, 
and am truly. thankful, that their, place 
is not mine. On this occaſion I ſhall take 
the liberty to quote what I wrote long ago 
in the Dedication of my Treatiſe on Philoſo+ 
phion! Neceſſity to the late excellent Dr. Jebb. 


Jou and I, Sir, rejoice in the belief, 
that the whole human race are under the 
* ſame wholeſome diſcipline, and that they 
* will all derive the moſt valuable advan- 
" tages from it, though in different degrees, 
in different ways, and at different periods; | 
that even the perſecutors are only giving 
the precedence to the perſecuted, and ad- 
" yancing them to a much higher degree of 
perfection and happineſs ; and that they . 


" muſt themſelves undergo a more ſevere | 
b = W * diſcipline 


|" 


* 
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« diſcipline than that which they are the 
00 means of adrainiſiering to YO: 0 


3 0 With this perſuaſion we cannot but 
|  *-gonſider every Being and every thing in 

a favourable light. Every perſon with 
* whom we have any connexion is a friend, 
and every event in life is a benefit, while 
© God: is equally the father, and m friend, 
** of the mene creation.” 40 


img myſelf. to be a pabüciy injured 
perſon, I cannot; abandon the ſenſe of dig 
nity, peculiar to that character, or not 
feel the fu which. it gives me over 
my imjurers, and which will neceſſarily in- 
fluence the ing in which 1 of 
| mw 


360; bald I conſider as my ene- 

mies, as holding principles moſt oppoſite to 
mine (which has been the true cauſe of their 
animoſity towards me) I anſwer without 
heſitation, all thoſe, of the clergy or lait), 
who are the a advocates for every 
continuing as it now is, in church 
and ſtate. Their genuine ſentiments may 
be ſeen in the late Addreſs of the Town if 
_—_ to the — * 

at 
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that * they will oppoſe with their lives and 
* ſorhunes Every, (ttemaps at innovation.” 


Thoſe who diſlike this language, who 
are a great number, even among the clergy, 


| am far from conſidering in the light of 
adverſaries. They are friends, engaged in 
the ſame cauſe, though occupying different 
poſts, We equally wiſh that the world, 
and every thing in it, ſhould 1 improve. We 
think there are things both in church and 
ſtate that require reformation, and that in 
every cquntry pretending to freedom, there 
ſhould be full liberty to point theſe out, 
and make t them the 1 of free 1 


cuſſion, 


From the Jove that we bear to our 
country, and even to our enemies in it, we 
think it our duty to point out whatever we 
think to be defective in cor conſtitution z and 
we ſhall do it with the more freedom and 
energy, from conſidering the dreadful evils 
which have lately ariſen from theſe defects at 
Birmingham. What was there worſe than 
this mat took place during the great revo 
lution in France, which I and many others 
conſider as having iſſued in a moſt gl orious | 
ſtate of ney — Whereas, all 
that 


— 
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that we yet ſee at Birmingham, is the mad 


triumph of bi gotry, and ſuch as was ſeldom 
exhibited even in ages of ond ug bar. 
bariſm“. + $0 


T truſt; euer thut Gch Need 
but evi / appears at preſent, much good will 


in due time ariſe from it, if not to this 


country, in which the ſpectacle is'exhibited, 
2 to Europe, and the world at large. To 

7 reflefting mind the riots in Birming, 
1 Karn, muſt ſet in a peculiarly ſtrong light 
the baneful nature of bigotry, and the evil 
to which men are expoſed. in a country 
deſtitute of a 
of this country, whoſe great boaſt it has 
been that it 1s the only ſeat of true liberty 


* How different are the ſpectacles tür a are now ex. 
hibited in France and in England. Here bigotry has 
been foſtered, and has acquired new ſtrength. There it 
is almoſt extinct. Here the friends of the eſtabliſhment 
are burning the meeting-houſes of the Diſſenters, with al 
the rage of Cruſaders; while in Paris one of the churches 
has been procured by the Proteſtants, It was opened by 
one of their miniſters to a crouded audience, among whom 
were Ar all in tears of joy for the happy 
change. The preacher's text was, The night is far ſpent 
the & it at hand, Here we muſt rather preach from 
Iſaiah Ix. 2, Behold, darkneſs 2 cover the land, and d gr 
darkneſt the people, 

are 


good police. Eben the lau 


pineſs 


evil in 


they h 
conſide 


% the 
kind, 


Son 
ware, 
vanity, 


though 
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are in a great degree intolerant; but the 
ſpirit of the people, if not that of the go- 
vernment, appears to be much more ſo, and 
the world will ſoon ſee to what this leads. 

If it be to good, it will be a new thing in 
this old world of ours, viz. that perſecution, 
and that by a mob, legiſlating, judging, and 
puniſhing, in the inſtant, is favourable to 
trath, and conſequently to virtue and hap- 
pineſs. But if, which is moſt to be appre- 
hended; this buſineſs, which certainly was 
evil in itſelf, ſhould lead to farther evil, it 
will be another, and I wiſh it may be the 
lat, inſtance of the baneful effects of into- 
lerance, and will alſo ſhow in a ſtriking 
light the evils that ariſe from a civil eſta- 
biſhment of chriſtianity, If this be the 
aſe, and the world ſhould take warning by 
it, I ſhall not think our ſufferings, great as 
they have been, a ſubject of lamentation; 
conſidering myſelf, and my fellow-ſufferers, 
bx inſtructers, and benefactors of man- 


Some parts of this Appeal, I am well 
aware, will expoſe me to the charge of 
vanity, eſpecially the addreſſes which I have 
tought proper to ſubjoin to it, But they 

; were 


* j 
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were in a great meaſure neceſſary. ta the 
narrative part of the work, particularly 
thoſe of my late congregation, and that of 
Leeds, as they will ſhew that, notwith- 
| ſtanding my other purſuits, I did not, in 
their opinion, neglect the proper duties of 
my profeſſion. The addreſs from the Aca- 


| demy of Sciences at Par js, will ſhow in what 


light the riots at Birmingham are conſidere] 
by ſcientifical perſons in a neighbouring 
and highly enlightened country; and that 
from Great Yarmouth, how they are thought 


of by Diſſenters of different denominations 


at home“. I may likewiſe add in my juſkk- 
cation, that perſecution. and calumny more 
than once extorted ſelf praiſe from an apoſte 


s, ſome perſons may with to ſee an account of al 
the addreſſes I have hitherto received to this time, Noy. 1, 
1791, I ſhall briefly mention them with their dates. 


From the Academy of Sciences at Paris, July 30, 1791. 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at Lyons, Augult 6. 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at Nantz, Auguſt 9. 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at Marmande oh 
the Garonne, Auguſt 15. + Hs 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at the Jacobins Ru 
St. Honors, Paris, Auguſt 16. 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at Clermont, Au: 
guſt 20. HS i 
From the Friends of the Conſtitution at Toulouſe, Sep- 


| | From 


Tux PREFACE © wal 
11 will, however, be a gratification to 


From the Miniſters and Members of the three denoml- 


uly 29 
Kio Minifters and Members of the hind 8 
tions of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Maidſtone, Auguſt 8. 
From the Society of the Old Meeting in Birmingham, 
Auguſt 21. 


From the Proteſtant Diſſenters of Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds, 
Auguſt 24. 


Miniſters of the three denominations in the Weſt 
Riding of the county of Fan berger " at their 
quarterly meeting, 


| minations at Llechryd, South Wales, Auguſt 25. 
From the Philoſophical Society at Derby, September 3. 

From the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters of Exeter, _ 
tember 7, at their half yearly meeting. 

From the Revolution Society at Norwich, September 8. | 

From the Conſtitutional Society at M anchefter, Septem- 
ber 1 7 

From the students at che New College, Hackney, * 

tember 21. 

From the Proteſtant Diſſenters belonging to ſeveral con- 


county of Somerſet, at their annual meeting, 3075270 

ber 40. 

From ſeveral Proteſtant Diſſeating miniſters 3 in the neigh- 

bourhood of Bolton, Lancaſhire. 

F Pi the Proteſtant Diſſenters of the cities of Briſtol and 
ath. 


From the e Society at London. 


my adverſaries to be informed, that, except 


nations of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Great en erer 


From the Committee of Proteſtant Diſſenting Laymen and 


From'the Proteſtant Diſſenting miniiees af the od * | 


gregations in the Southern and Weſtern parts of the 
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in one inſtance, viz. the addreſs from the I then 
Philoſophical Society at Derby, 1 have re. MY 
ceived no addreſs from any ſet of perſons in 
this country who have not t profelitaty ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the reſt on os bow 
eiple of civil or religious liberty. 
I fear there may be even literary en in 
England, and much more the inhabitants 
of whole towns, who, if they formed any 
reſolutions on the ſubject, would make 
them more favourable to the rioters, than 
the ſufferers at Birmingham; ; fo general, in 
my preſent opinion, is the ſpirit favourable 
to church eſtabliſhments, and thoſe high 


ſpect t 


maxims of government, by which the infti- % ny 
gators of the riots at Birmingham Were ® , 
actuated. How long this will continue toll - ry 
be the caſe, I do not fer. | mp! 
my ha 

| Gratitude requires that I ſhould ſay $i 
have had very flattering proſpects held out f ,, th. 
to me if I would remove to France, where DAB 
both the laws, and the ſpirit of the people, t - oak 
would be much more favourable to me. A { : 
But there I ſhould be in a manner. uſeleſs; 4 c | 
and as, according to the courſe of nature WF” cove 


I have yet ſome years of activity left, and! 
can employ them to the moſt advantage in 


this country, I think it my duty to hs 
em 


Proceec 
I ferio 


| Tus PREFACE: w 
them in it. As to my. perſonal ſafety, 1 


the may ſurely hope that the horrid ſcenes; at 
© Birmingham, which will long make it 4 
Soy proverb and a- bye word in Europe, will not 
Fe- be repeated any where elſe. Or if they be, 
u life will always be at the diſpoſal of 
pit him that gave it. 95 

1 If I were Kipoſed t to boaſt, it will be, 
_ ike Paul, of my ſufferings; and though 
. "WY tis liſt, no doubt, far exceeds mine, yet in 
| 3 one reſpect I think I need not yield to him, 
able er to any man whatever. I mean with YE 
* ſpect to calumny, which can hardly go deeper, 


or extend farther, than it has done with re- 
ſpect to me. To ſay nothing of old calum- 
mies, which are, however, now circulated 
with as much confidence as ever, ſuch as 
my having declared that I would never reſt 
till I had pulled down that impoſtor Jeſus 


ay | Chriſt; that I made a convert of Silas Deane 
Vt atheiſm, &c. &c. &c. thouſands have 
7 been made to believe that I am not only a 


ſpeculative republican, and an enemy to our 
preſent government by king, lords, and com- 
mons, but an advocate for abſolute anarchy 
or government by mobs, without any rule of 
proceeding whatever ; that by mere mobs 
I ſeriouſly intended to ſubvert the conſti- 

| | tution | 


Wes 
SS; 
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tution in church and ſtate,” and that Mr. 
Ruſſell and myſelf had armed men in readi. 
neſs to act under our orders for this pur. 
, fo that there could not be a mor 
| dangerous ——— in any ftate®, 9 


* In a Song entitled Ola Mather Church, deſcribing 
the Diſſenters, are the two following ſtanzas. 


Sedition is their Creed, j Vs 
Feign'd ſheep, but wolves — 
How can we truſt? 
Gunpowder Prieſtley would, 
Deluge the throne with blood, 
And lay the great and = 
Low in the Duſt. 


Hiſtry thy page unfold. | 
Did not their fires of old, 
Murder their king? | 
And they would overthrow,” 


King, lords, and biſhops too, 1 
And while they gave the blow, ane 
N Loyally ing; was 
part) 
0 Lord our God ariſe, Preac 
Scatter our enemies 25 

And make them fall. 3 
&c. &c. &c. ſandir 
ſpirit c 
\ The following paragraph from p. 42, of an \ Addr to and fie 
\ Unitarians, by T. G. Hancock is ſo curious, that I ſhall BW Powde 
| ſubjoin it to this note. pound 
| of his 
« Dr. Prieſtley at preſent ſeems a chaos in miniature, throug 


not worth God's notice, has neither belief nor under- 
 franding 


of f0 
ſhall 


ture, 
nder- 
ding 


ELSE 


| With reſpect to the abject of this Ap- 
veal, the populace of Birmingham were 
made to believe that I not only dined at the 
Hotel en the fourteenth of July laſt,” but 
declared that, if no other perſon whatever 
would join me, I would dine there alone. 
At that dinner it was confidently ſaid, that 


I gave the toaſts No church, m king, and The 


ting's head in a charger. It was even aſſerted * 
that I had conveyed gunpowder into one of 


the churches, and had contrived that it ſhould 
divine fervice, and ſome 


explode during 
pious ladies, I am well informed, actually 


forbore going to church under the appre- 


henfion of it. This report was ſtrengthened 
by another, viz. that two barrels of gun- 
powder were ny foand in my houſe. 


It has been advanced with equal confi. 
Lines, and. as little regard to truth, that no 
party ſpirit exiſted in Birmingham till my 


preaching and writing introduced it. It was 


ſtinding given him. For /a careful analyſis proves his 


ſpirit of the order of rebelling angels, his/principles\frothy 
and fiery, like fixed and inflammable air, mixed with gun- 
powder, his body a terra damnata, and the whole com- 
pound a devil incarnate. I hope Diſſenters will be award 


of his ſedustion, und kalle heed Teſt they are deceived = 
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7 where I lived, in the ſame manner as I had 


3 to return. „N 


Jury, be legally convicted and executed, 


and the ſtate as I have been repreſented, let 


: > 
* 3 } 
3 


| nail THE PREFAQE. | . 
no wonder, they alſo ſaid, that 1 ſhould diſ- 
cover this turbulence here, when I had 


ſhown the ſame ſpirit at Leeds, and had 
been driven from that, and every other place 


been from this. It was even ſaid that my 
own congregation declared that I had miſled 
them, and hoped, that I ſhould never be 


Nothing now remains but'to charge me 
with a robbery or houſe breaking ; and then, 
on ſuch evidence as. that on which the pre- 
ceding and many equally falſe allegations 
gained credit, I may, by « Warwickſhir: 


the principal people of Birmingham not 
interpoſing to procure me a pardon. If! 
be ſo formidable an enemy to the church 


thoſe who call themſelves the friends of the 
church and the king invent their lies, and 
forge their letters for this purpoſe, and not 
merely for the burning of my houſe, my 
library, and laboratory. This was like 


ſhaving the lion's beard, which will gron i 2:9uc 


again, when with the ſame razor, and with Wo 
much leſs trouble, they might have cut hi * elib 
throat. 8 0 a A 
f 


Axe 


| | THE: PREFACE. A W 
Let them, however, remember, if they 


jane any thing of the matter (for the 
ments, and the moſt | unrelenting perſe- 
cutors of con ſcientious men, are not always 
any. believers 1 in chriſtianity) | | 
an hereafter, and other juries than thoſe 
of Worceſterſhire: or Warwickſhire, before 
whom they muſt ſoon appear. To this 
judgment I N e me ne * 15 cite 
* e. e OY 


* 4 ” 
AS, 


The allot OR 57 ire An eie 
in the Pamfblet 22 THouGHTs o THE 
LATE RioTs AT BrRMINGHAM, Which was 
publiſhed after the greater part of this Ap- 
peal was printed, was that, whether it came 
from any authority, as ſome have ſuppoſed, 


and © has 3 in a leſs concentrated ſtate 
| not in numberleſs paragraphs in the public 
my newſpapers, and without ſuch authentic 


like eridence, what has been ſaid of the low 
oy brejudice, the malignant ſpirit, and abſurd 
Sn reafoning of that party, would hardly be 


been unworthy of any notice. 3 
1 K N. B. The 


moſt zealous friends of chütch eftablith- 


or not, it ſpeaks the genuine language of 
c the i the high church party on the ſubject, ſuch 


credible, eſpecially to my readers abroad, 
In any other view, this work would have 


wy _ 4s — 
- DE > 


a manner confined to what I was witneſs to myſelf, 
and therefore chiefly: relates to. myſelf... For an 


claimed in a court of Juſtice, be added thoſe that 
__ who were driven from their houſes, obliged 


of peace of mind could be eſtimated by money, to 
che pretended friends ol the church and the king 


[xxxiy . THE PREFACE. 7 | 
N. B. The Narrative part of this Appeal is in 


account of the / ſufferings of others, I refer my 
readers to An Authentic Account of the Riots in Bir- 
mingham, prin ted by Mr. Belcher. . And here | 
would obſerve, de if, to the loſſes that may be 


were neceſfarily. occaſioned by the riots, to many 


to remove their goods, and purchaſe protection, 
&c. &c: the ſum would be enormous. If the loß 


what would it not amount? What then have not 
at e to I Tort. 


* 
2 
1 
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THE PUBLIC, + 
| ON THE — OF 


THE LATE RIOTS IN BIRMINGHAM, 


- E R E is no end n eſpecially 
ne of a public nature, that will not be viewed by 
perſons of different diſpoſitions, or placed in dif- 
ferent ſituations, in different lights ; and leaſt of all 
can the diligent inquirer expect an impartial ac- 
count from the perſons immediately concerned: in 


account that he can collect, and then form his own 
judgment. In ſome reſpects one party, and in 
hers. another, will be the beſt qualified co give him 


great calamity, he would certainly wiſh to hear the 


ſufferers themſelves, and not wholly depend on the 


accounts of thoſe who either inflicted the ſufferings, 
B : or 


it. All that he can do muſt be to compare every 


juſt information, and among the reli, in all caſes of 
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5 An Appeal to the Public 
or who rejoiced in them. I hope, therefore, | it will 
not be thought improper in me, who am a prin- 
cipal ſufferer by the late riots' in Birmingham, to 
give my account of them, and my ideas of their 
"cauſes and probable conſequences. I ſhall endez- 
vour to be as candid and impartial as I can, and 
the intelligent reader will eaſily perceive whether 
be ſo, or not. I ſhall divide the work Into two 


parts, Narratiue, and e. 17 


5 2 50 &S e 


Fig „ 
NARRATIVE. 

I became an inhabitant of Birmingham. in the 
year 1780, without any other view than as a proper 
ſituation for attending to my philoſophical purſuit, 
in which, having no original fortune of my own, | 
was aſſiſted by a few liberal friends_of ſcience, who 
were pleaſed to think favourably of me in that f 
ſpect. It was a plan ſuggeſted by the late Dr.Fother- 
gill, and chearfully adopted by Sir George Saville 
Sir Stephen Theodore Janſſen, Mr. Conftable d 
Burton Conſtable, and Dr. Price; all of them, it 
is ſomething remarkable, of different religious per- 
ſuaſions, but equally lovers of experimental philoſo- 
phy and diſintereſted promoters of it. Before, and city 
fince their deaths, the ſcheme was patronized b no 1 
many other generous friends of ſcience, whoſe os 
names, as they are ſtill living, I forbear to mention. „ hoſt 
None of them, I believe, have ſeen any reaſon 0 
be diſſatisfied with my conduct, as their operator. 


In 


On the Riots in Birmingham. 3 
In two adminiſtrations propoſals were made 
ſince _ ſtudies had been highly uſeful to the 


much more reaſon why I ſhould receive this aſſiſt 
ance than almoſt any. other perſon who ever had 
obtained it. But in both the caſes I declined the 
overture, . chuſing rather to be obliged to generous 
individuals, notwithſtanding ſome unpleaſant cir- 
cumſtances occaſionally attending this ſituation, 
than add to the burdens of my 11 


My e and favourite profeſion, however, 
was that of a chriſtian miniſter, in my opinion, the 
moſt important, uſeful, and honourable of all others; 
for which, though diſcontinued fix years while I 
was tutor in. the academy at Warrington, and ſeven 
years while I was with the Marquis of Lanſdown, I 
always had the ſtrongeſt predilection, and in which 
[ never failed to officiate occaſionally, when I was 
out of the employment. But having been led, in 
the courſe of my theological ſtudies, which 1 never 
diſcontinued, to adopt opinions materially different 
from thoſe of the generality of Diſſenters, and in 
which I could not expect that any conſiderable ſo- 
ciety of them would ſoon concur with me, I had 


occaſional preacher, i in aſſiſting thoſe of my friends 


nentiol-BY vhoſe ee might not diſſike my ſervices. 


erator. It was, therefore, with equal ſurprize and plea 
ſure that, on Mr. Hawkes's refignation of his office 


I B 2 - = 


* 


„r It was alleged that, 


public, and very expenſive to myſelf, there was 


— — 


— — — 


no thought of ever being employed except as an 
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” An Appeal to the Public © 


of miniſter at the New Meeting in Birmingham, 
I had an almoſt unanimous invitation to ſucceed 
him. This, however, I accepted on the expreſs 
condition of the congregation having no claim upon 
me except on Sundays; the reſt of the week being 
devoted to my philoſophical and other . putſuits, 
The other duties of the place were diſcharged by 
my worthy colleague Mr. Blythe. To my philo- 
ſophical purſuits I gave conſtant attention, of which 
the public have ſeen the effects, and as a miniſter I 
did nothing more than attend to what appeared to 
me to be the faithful diſcharge of my duty, and! 
have reaſon to think to the ſatisfaction of 74 con. 


gregation. 


Having, in every former ſituation, been upon 
terms of intimacy with ſome or other of the clergy 
of the church of England, men of liberal minds, 
and lovers of ſcience, I ſhould have been happy 
to have found thoſe at Birmingham with whom 
I could have formed a ſimilar connexion. But the 
ſpirit of party, I ſaw with regret, ran higher there 
than in moſt other places in the kingdom. | 


1 


Such was the bigotry of the clergy of Birming- 
ham, that long before I went thither, as well a 
during the whole time of my reſiding there, they 
refuſed to go into the ſame coach with the diſſent- 
ing miniſters at funerals, or to walk with them in 
the proceſſion. - We had hoped that they had be- 
come aſhamed of this abſurd inſtance of clerical 
pride, which I had never heard of before, and 
hoping 
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hoping better things of Mr. Curtis, who was of. a 


am 

eq MY diſſenting family, Mr.\Scholefield, the miniſter of 
refs the Old Meeting, being invited to a funeral at 
pon which he officiated, ſent to know whether he might 


was a civil but a peremptory refuſal, and the pro- 


d by poſal was never repeated. When I gave the late 
hilo. Biſhop of St. Aſaph an account of this behaviour 
thich of the clergy of Birmingham, which was long be- 
ter ! fore my controverſy with Mr. Madan, he expreſſed 
d to much concern at it, and ſaid that he thought ſuch 
ind! bigotry had now em no Wee | 


That I was not eager t to engage in any contro- 
verſy with the clergy of the town, was evident 
om my making no reply whatever to two of their 
publications reſpecting me, before the appearance 
of Mr. Madan's Sermon. One had the ſignature 
of LuTHER, and the other that of M. S. The real 


wn \ 

* names of the writers were well known; but J did 
at the not ſo much as read either of them. The latter 
there [ lightly looked into at a bookſeller's ſhop; and 


perceiving that it contained much general and 
virulent invective, I paid no farther attention to 
it. In order to invite purchaſers, the profits of 


tae General Infirmary. It was re- advertiſed during 


— my controverſy with Mr. Madan. The ſame cler- 
em in man was ſuppoſed to be the author of one of 
id be- the tracts in that controverſy, and of a virulent 
lerical N reply to my late Letters to the Inbabitants of Birming- 
„ and ban. But theſe alſo were unnoticed by me. 


10ping 33 The 


be permitted to walk along with him. The anſwer 


this publication were advertiſed to go to the uſe of 
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6 An Appeal to the Public 
The Piri of the high church party was con. { 
iber on the eſtabliſhment of Sunday fchools in a 


Birmingham; and this alſo was previous to my 
controverſy with Mr. Madan. At firſt N of 


all religious perſuaſions acted on this occaſion in in 
concert, of which an example had been ſet us in n 
London; and at a meeting of all the ſubſcribers, V 
convened for the purpoſe, it was agreed that the 81 
children ſhould go to whatever places of public ar 
worſhip their parents ſhould chuſe. As there were di 
no children of Diſſenters who. wanted that inſtruc. fol 
tion, all the Sunday ſcholars, without exception, thi 
went to the eſtabliſhed church, and no complaint no 
was ever made of this by any Diſſenter. But the pe 
high church party, not being content with this, x leſ 
a meeting of the ſubſcribers, the buſineſs of which wh 
was not advertiſed; the former rule was reſcinded, gat 
and the children were then abſolutely ordered to Mr 
do what they ever had done, and always might han his 
done, that is, attend the Wye of the An to 
W e and no other. © Ole 
him 
The Diſſencers waited: more has a year, to ov vit 
e the high church party would revert to pere 
their former more liberal maxims, and continued ce 
their ſubſcriptions. But having waited ſo long to 
no purpoſe, they opened their own ſeparate Sunda) | 
ſchools, with advantages, I will venture to ſay, fa WW PP: 
| ſuperior to thoſe of the eſtabliſhment, but with 2 
that 


liberty to every parent to order his child to attend 
whatever place of public worſhip he pleaſed. Stil, duct 
however, ſeveral of the Diſſenters continued their 

ſubſcription 


| appeal to the town at large. With what truth, 
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ſubſcriptions to the n. Sunday . as well 


as to their own. 


Sack avs be bei hasen bigotry of the town 


in general, that when Mr. Newlin, a perſon of the 
moſt reſpectable character (who preceded Mr. 


Madan in the rectory of St. Philip's) came from. 


Shrewſbury to Birmingham, though he had been, 
and continued to be, upon the beſt terms with the 
diſſenting | miniſters in the former fituation, he 
found he could have no intercourſe with them in 
the latter; and yet I will venture to ſay there Were 


not in all England three more reſpectable, or more 


reaceable diſſenting miniſters, and men who had 
les troubled the church of England in any way 
whatever, than thoſe who ſerved the two congre- 
cations of the Old and New Meetings at that time, 
Mr. Curtis himſelf, the Rector of St. Martin's, on 
his firſt coming to Birmingham, had the liberality 
to come and hear me preach a faſt ſermon at the 


Old Meeting, and brought his curate along with 
hin, He even expreſſed himſelf much pleaſed 


with the ſervice. But afterwards, I ſuppoſe, he 
perceived the true ſpirit of the place, and the ne- 
ceſſity of Ong to it. 


For a true peel of theſe facts I 


then, can it be ſaid, as is now confidently done, 
that my coming to Birmingham, and my con- 
duct chere, was the ſole cauſe of the animoſity 

| B 4 55 e 
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| between the church people and the Diſſenters of 
that place ?⸗ f MIO gs © og 


_ Wiſhing to diſcover the cauſe of this exceſſive 
party ſpirit, ' and to apply, if I ſhould be able, 
| ſome remedy to it, I found the Diſſenters were in 
poſſeſſion of all the civil power in the place, by 
having the [nomination to all the offices; and 
though they - conſtantly: gave the principal office, 
viz. that of High Bailiff, to a member of the church 
of England, they | choſe to retain the power of 
nominating, of which they had long been in pol. 
ſeſſion. This power, though I never heard of 
there being any complaint with reſpect to the 
exerciſe of it) I took much pains, from the be- 
ginning of my reſidence in Birmingham, to per- 
ſuade the Diſſenters to relinquiſh; and I gradual 
brought over to my opinion ſome of the principal 


»A Letter lately addreſſed to me and Mr. Ruſſell has theſe words; 
e Tt is notorious that the town of Birmingham had enjoyed an uninter- 
e rupted ſcene of peace and 3 for more than fifty year, 
% Every thing in it moved in perfect order and harmony, till you, 
e like a nox10us planet, approached towards it.“ 


A Poem written' ſince the riots, in which T am repreſented as an 
2 to God, and the government under which I live, e6nicludes a 
OWS 1 OS, CEP | 
Pure was the breeze that fans this © Seat of Arts," 
'Ere tainted by thy breath : in every ſtreet 
The voice of labour ſung away its cares z: 
The Church and Sectaries harmonious breath'd 
The genuine ſpirit of fraternal love: 
ut when thy puritanic ſcoww/ appear d, 

The heay'ns grew dark, and thy familiar fiend 
Flam'd in the pulpit, thunder d from the preſs, 
Till all was uproar, and juſt vengeance hurl'd 

Sedition's Temples ſmoking to the ground, 1 
: | cou 
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of them, The objection to my propoſal was that, 
ſuch was the ſpirit of party, that without this 
power every burdenſome office would be thrown 
upon the Diſſenters. I always replied that I would 
willingly riſk 'zhat ; thinking that no ſet of men 
could make ſo ungenerous a return for ſuch gene- 


re in 
e, by rous conduct; but that I would even bear every 
and kind of ill uſage, rather than We e ſhould 
fice, contilwe "as arc were. 
urch | | 
r of poke bad to 3 and to ame of in 
| pol- more moderate members of the church of Eng- 
xd of and on the ſubject; and though one of the latter 
0 the told me that he knew the temper of the people of 
e be- Birmingham better than I did, and that he be- 
per- leved no good would come of the meaſure, I per- 
dually liſted, as is well known, in my firſt opinion; and 
no objection was ever made to it by the Diſſenters 


tom any diſlike of the meaſure itſelf, but only 
from the apprehenſion of the ungenerous uſe that 
might be made of it. 


There are two annual dinners given by the Low 
Bailiff, who has long been a Diſſenter, and who has 
the nomination of that Fury, which appoints to all 
the offices in the town, and alſo the Low Bailiff for 
Five enſuing year. Having, from the habits of a 
ſudious life, a diſlike of all public entertainments, 
never attended more than one of theſe feaſts, the 
it after my arrival; but I frequently ſaid that I 
would with pleaſure attend the firſt dinner of the 
ind that ſhould be given by a member of the 


could 
| church 


5 An Appeal fo the Public \ . 
church of England. This conduct of mine, of 
which I can produce abundant 5 did not, 
ſurely, ſavour of much bigotry. 


Till the application to 3 for the repea 
of the Teſt Act, I neither wrote, nor preached, 
any thing that had any particular relation to the 
principles of Diſſenters, and I ſent my ſons w 
the public grammar ſchool, which is condudte 
wholly by clergymen, and the head maſter of 
which, a man of candour, as well as an excellent 
claſſical ſcholar, occaſionally viſited me. 


When Mr. Burn came to Birmingham, hay. 
ing met him at a committee of the public l. 
brary, 1 thought I perceived in him great mack 
of liberality, and on my invitation, he paid me tw 
viſits In Mr. Madan, whom I met at a com. 
mittee for aboliſhing the Slave Trade, and who 
was particularly civil to me there, I flattered my 
ſelf I had found a clergyman entirely to my mind, 
and one with whom I might form a pleaſing 
acquaintance, This I mentioned to a particular 
friend, requeſting that he would endeavour ts 
bring it about, as he is ready to witneſs if called 
upon. This, ſurely, did not ſavour of bigotry. It 
deed, I have eyer lived, and now live, in conſider 
able intimacy with perſons of every religious pet 
ſuaſion in this country, the members of the churc 
of England not excepted, though not thoſe reſiding 
in Birmingham. The greateſt difference of op" 


nion never led me to keep aloof from any 55 
| Betore 


\ 


On the Riots in Birmingbam. 11 
geſure I left Birmingham I was happy to have 
begun ſome pleafing intercourſe with Dr. Parr, 
who had lately come to reſide near Warwick. We 
had viſited each other, and I am confident that 
the continuance of the intercourſe would have 
deen a pleaſing circumftance to us both, though 
our religious principles are very different, and he 
was an avowed oppoſer of the repeal of the Teſt 
Act. When he dined with me, he was purpoſely 
met by Mr. Berington, a cathohic prieſt, and Mr. 


Galton, a quaker. Mr. Porſon was alſo of the 


party. I have a peculiar pleaſure in the ſociety of 

perſons of different perſuaſions, and more inſtances 
i this are given in the Preface to my Letters to 
Mr. Burn, now publiſhed together with my Fami- 
lur Letters to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. Dr. 
Pur, however, gave great offence to the clergy, 
ind the high church party in Birmingham, by in- 
toducing ſome praiſe' of me into a ſermon of his, 
preached at the new church before our acquaint- 
ance commenced, | 


The firſt difference that I had with any of the 
m, aroſe from four of them 


dergy in Bi 
vithdrawing from our public library becauſe my 


Hip of the Corruption of Chriſtianity had been 


wed into it; a meaſure to which, it is wel! 


known, that I gave no countenance, but had al- 
ys oppoſed, on the idea that it would be better 
to omit purchaſing any books of controverſy, till 
tie library ſhould be better ſtocked with books of 
ther kinds, and more generally intereſting, Find- 

ing. 
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12 An Appeal to the Public 

ing, nn the funds of the library ſufficient 
ample, and a diſpoſition in many perſons, EVE Ws 
of the eſtabliſhment, as well as Diſſenters, to read 
on theſe, as well as on other ſubjects, without the 
obligation of purchaſing the books for themſelye, 
I at length concurred with them; but on the 


expreſs condition that in every intereſting contro- At 
verſy, books on both ſides: ſhould be equally pu- ir, ir 
chaſed; and I myſelf generally recommended ſuch they. 1 
as were againſt my opinions. At length, however, ure 
the party oppoſed to me gained the aſcendancy, ¶ Nligiiy 
which they ſtill keep, in the conduct of the library, l to 
which was wholly new modelled by myſelf; and in Aly ir 


this I quietly acquieſced, and withdrew: from there at 
committee, though I continued a member of dich th 
ſociety, I appeal to my townſmen whether mz 
whole conduct in. this buſineſs was not. uniform 
open and generous, - It had, however, an a 
vourable effect in increaſing. the animoſity ag 
the Diſſenters, who in this were Oy by th nd bri. 
more moderate churchmen, 


On 
Itelliger 


But the — increaſe of party ſpirit in the 
town, and what, to all. appearance, contribute 


moſt to the fatal cataſtrophe, the cauſe of wid fferer 
we are now inveſtigating, aroſe from the applica we r 
tion of the Diſſenters for the repeal of the Corpo N be 
ration and Teſt Acts, the nature and tendency ur of 
which were ſtrangely miſapprehended by the greapßtiyve 
body of the clergy, and other zealous members fers cc 
the church of England. For had the repeal take ſhe yr 
place, without their oppoſition, and with the conunber « 


currenc 
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ent currence of the court, no difference whatever would 
nben are been perceived in our condition, and our in- 


read tereſt as a diſſenting body would probably have 
It the ſuffered by it, as indeed many of us were well 


elves, ware. 


n the | 
otro As the caſe now is, few, if any; Diſſenters 


pur-· e, in fact, excluded from any civil office which 
| ſuch MW they wiſh to ſerve, ſo that the repeal would only 
never, WW hve removed a mode of admiſſion to them, 
aneh diſgraceful to religion in general, pecu- 
ur to this country, and which was not origi- 
uly intended to affect Diſſenters, many of whom 
in re at that time in the habit of communicating 
of te n the church of England, though the practice 
er m become leſs frequent ſince, And whatever tends 
form e mix us with the world at large, is well known 
uni lead us to think, and to act, as the world does, 
ia conſequently to leſſen our zeal as Diſſenters, 
nd bring us to r with the eſtabliſhed 
urch. | 


the 


in tht On this principle great numbers of the moſt 
-ributeM@itlligent Diſſenters were from the firſt more than 
ich aferent to the meaſure, and ſincerely wiſhed 
pplica Wa we might remain as we were in that reſpect; 
Corpo" I believe it was as much a regard to the ho- 
ency ur of the nation, and of chriſtianity, 'as for any 
e grealliitive advantage | to. themſelves, that any Diſ- 
nbers ters concerned themſelves about it. The effect 
al takes ſhewn the truth of theſe apprehenſions. The 
he conyimber of Diſſenters had been evidently diminiſh- 
currend | ing 


1 
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ing before the late application, and they us 
greatly increaſed ſince, both in Birmingham and 
in many other parts of the kingdom, 


Alſo religion in general, with the bene tenets 
of it, having by this means been brought into no- 
tice, and more public diſcuſion, the increaſe of 
wnitarians, whoſe ſentiments are the moſt oppoſite 
to thoſe of the church of England; has been in 
much more than 4 ten fold proportion. Theſe 
converts to unitarianiſm conſiſt chiefly of the mid- 
dle, and ſome of the higher rank of perſons, men 


who are known to read, and to think for them- ln t 
ſelves, and who of courſe have influence with WW bent 01 
others; ſo that there is now a moral certainty of (Kd not! 
this doctrine continuing to prevail in this and * 1 
other countries. oe * 

Hefore the late applications to Parliament, and 
the violent oppoſition which the clergy made to Had 
them, the different claſſes of Diſſenters were hoſtile Wriſed 
to, and had little communication with, each other. dl King | 
But the oppoſition then made to their claims, ation of 
(claims which we think to be founded in naturi I de doe: 
juſtice, on the clear principle that all who contii- imple to 
bute to defray the expences of government ſhould Xemptio! 
have equal acceſs to its honours and emolumentz, I ng o 
whatever be their religious faith) has brought wi 7 to 
to fee] a 'common intereſt, and has united us Way 
of 


as one body, from one end of the kingdom to 
the other; ſo that we can act in concert, as we 


are now in the habit of doing. This happ) 
| | union 
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re union ſtrengthens every day, and in conſequence 
ad Wl of it religious bigotry in general is much de- 

creaſed among us. We now attend more to 

the great things in which we all agree, and leſs 
n thoſe with reſpe&t to which we differ from 
ach other. On theſe accounts the ſtrength of 
the Diſſenters, has been greatly increaſed by the 
clerical oppoſition to our claims, So wretched has 
been the policy of our enemies, apprehending 
r where there was even leſs than none, and 
uying no apprehenſion at all of what is real, 


In this buſineſs, however, whether there be 
merit or demerit in it, I had nothing to do, I 
dd not ſo much as hear of the intention of apply- 
Ing to Parliament for the repeal of the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts till it was determined upon by 
he Diſſenters in London, | 


Had I been conſulted, I ſhould rather have 
riſked an application for the repeal of that Act 
of King William which makes it eventually confiſ- 
cation of goods, and impriſonment for life, to deny 
the doctrine of the trinity. This is a caſe of 
imple toleration, as we ſhould only have deſired 
aemption from poſitive puniſhment, for main- 
tuning opinions which we deem important, con- 
tary to thoſe of the ſtate, and we ſhould have 
lad the better plea, as it is the great, though vain 
boaſt of this country, that here zoleration is com- 
ite, whereas for theſe twenty years laſt paſt, I 
ave walked at large only by the connivance of 

ET, my 


2 


Wi 
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my neighbours, - and my opponents have not 
omitted to hold out to me the terror of this law 
which hangs over my head, © 


They who, in their ſpeeches in Parliament, 
1 2 my writings, as an authority with the Dif. 

enters in general, were as ignorant of the Dif. 
ſenters, as they were of the maxims of ſound policy, 
If I had had any weight with the body of Diſſenten 
at that time, we ſhould have joined the Catholicy, 
who generouſly made the propoſal, in applying for 


the repeal of all the penal laws in matters of reli It 
gion. But that golden opportunity was ſuffered BW our co 
.'* to paſs by, and I fear will never more return, | ing to 
: e „ riet A 
When the meaſure of applying for the repeal courſe: 
of the Acts above-mentioned (which affect the i is on 
laity much more than miniſters) was taken, I dicour. 
could not help wiſhing well to it; but well know- 2 
ing my unpopularity even among the Diſſenter Wh 
(which till of late was much greater than with the through 
members of the eſtabliſhed” church) I took 10% on this 
active part in promoting it, and what I did vil de Dif 
eee accidental, 54 es om ci 
oe 8 ( 7.2 diſngmen 
Being in London at the time of the firſt debate Madan, 
on the ſubject, I heard Mr. Pitt (whom, jultly on ind the! 
- unjuſtly, we had been led to conſider as friendly ta hundreds 
our cauſe) ſpeak againſt it; and perceiving, 4 fom oth 
thought, his total miſapprehenſion of the ſubject poſition 1 
I addreſſed a Lotter to him relating to the ſituation ing facts, 
of Diſſenters, and on other collateral ſubjects, cy ment of 

| c 
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cially the ſtate of the eſtabliſhed church, both here 
and in Ireland. This Letter gave great offence,” 
But I appeal to the impartial public, Whether, 
though written with ſome degree of indignation, at 
recent, and as we thought, unjuſt treatment, there be 

any thing in it unbecoming men and Engliſhmen, 
unjuſtly and ignominiouſly treated, This Letter 
was Written, and publiſhed, while I was in London, 
nd therefore had no particular reference to Bir- 
ninghamn, "What l did there Was as follows, 


It vilas uſual on the 5th of Novenber to give 
our congregations a diſcourſe: on ſome ſubject relat- 
ing to religious liberty, I made choice of that of the 
Teſt Act, and at the requeſt of my hearers the diſ- 
courſe was/publiſhed. But I will venture to ſay that 
it is one of the calmeſt, and moſt moderate, of all 
Awurfes that'y was ever written on ng political ſubject. 


What, cb, « was the conduct of the clergy. 
throughout England, and eſpecially at Birmingham, 
on this occaſion ? Endeavours were uſed to render 
de Diſſenters the objects not only of excluſion 
tom civil offices, but of general odium and pu- 
iſnment. Dr. Croft's Sermon, and that of Mr. 
Madan, both delivered at Birmingham, are extant, 
nd the ſpirit of them was the fame with that of 
hundreds, I may ſay thouſands, that were echoed 
tom other pulpits, charging the Diſſenters, in op- 
poſition to all hi wy, and even to recent and exiſt. 
ng facts, with principles inimical to the govern- 
ment of the country, and to the prince upon the 

C throne; 


0 | \ 
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thrones as pure republicans in their hearts, and 
who would ſcruple no means to overturn not the 
church only, but alſo the ſtate. | 


Dr. Price and myſelf were particularly pointed 
out as ſeditious and dangerous perſons, the very 
peſts of ſociety, and unworthy the protection of 
government. Such language as this is eyen held 

to this day, and in ſpite of the moſt explicit denial 

of what is thus laid to our charge, and of every 

poſſible ſpecies of evidence to the contrary, includ- 
ing the conſtant language of our ſerious. writings, 
will, to all appearance, long continue to be held 


* 144 * 
17 


Being particularly pointed at by Mr. Madan, 


and both friends and enemies looking upon me as 
called upon to make ſome reply; 1 did it with 
great reluctance, as to a clergyman, whom, on 
other accounts, I truly reſpected, and whom, as 
living in the ſame town with me, I might occa- 
ſionally meet; to ſay nothing of the farther ac- 
quaintance which I had once flattered myſelf 1 
might make with him, This reply 1 made in a 
0 ties of Familiar Letters to the Inbabitants of Bir- 
mingbam, and 1 appeal to any perſon who, hu the 
aſt pretention to impartiality, whether they be 
pe a mild and good-humoured reply to an unpro- 
voked {nvective, 


1 there ſhowed. that the Diſſonters, were, and 
always had been, the beſt friends. to the preſent 


government, that 1 had "_ written * . 
ne 


ones in 
Chriſtiq 
Ryman | 
an acct 


Deane t 
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defence and praiſe of it; and though, being a Diſ- 
ſenter, I, of courſe, could be no friend to the eſta- 
bliſhed church, with reſpect either to doctrine or 
diſcipline, I allowed others to judge and act, as 1 
did, for themſelves, and that I wiſhed for no al- 


terations but ſuch as ſhould have the general con- 


currence of the country, and thoſe made in ſuch a 
manner, as that no perſon living ſhould be injured 
by them. This has been my conſtant language on 
the ſubject of reformation in church or ſtate. Mr. 
Madan replied without retracting any part of his 
charge. But notwithſtanding this, 1 continued, 
and concluded, my Letters with the ſame good- 
humour with which 1 began them. 108 


Theſe Letters were much read both in Bir- 
mingham and the neighbourhood, and indeed 
throughout England, But though they convinced 
many perſons that the Diſſenters had been ill uſed, 
and that we had much more to ſay for ourſelves 
than they had imagined, they were far from con- 
clliating the clergy, or the more violent ſticklers 
for the eſtabliſhed church, . 


Other attempts, and ſome of them of a very 
infamous kind, were made to render my character 
odlous, Old calumnies were revived, and new 
ones invented, concerning my being an enemy to 
Chriſtianity, and to religion in general; and a eler- 
gyman (as there is every reaſon to think) publiſhed 
an account of my having converted Mr. Silas 
Deane to atheiſm, and his confeMon of it upon his 

| = death-bed. 


Wh 
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death-bed, This was repreſented in public prints, 


and the pamphlet containing the account was in- him, 
duſtriouſiy circulated by ſome of the clergy in ſew 
Birmingham and its neighbourhood. ' At firſt 1 liter 
neglected the idle ſtory, as ſufficiently contradicted the | 
by my writings and my whole conduct. Aſter- to al 
wards, however, at the inſtance of my friends, tende 
publiſhed the cleareſt refutation of it. But even wy 

this did not appear to make any favourable impreſ. 
ſion on my enemies in Birmingham. The offence T 
given by my Familiar Letters was never forgiven, ws 2 
and th 


Mr. Burn alſo publiſhed a ſet of Letters to my, 
in which he charged me with rejecting the teſti- | 
mony of the Apoſtles concerning the perſon of 
_ Chriſt; and though I denied the charge, and 

ſhewed the abſurdity of it, he replied withour te- 
tracting it. In the Preface to my Letters to Mr 
\ Burn, 1 gave my opinion with great freedom con- 
cerning the ſtate of the Diſſenters, and the clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed church, warning them of the 
violence and folly of their conduct, and the pro- 
bable conſequences of it. But the uſe they made 
of this Preface was to print Extra#ts from it, To eur. 
tailed and arranged, as to repreſent me as a mover 
of ſedition; and a dangerous member of ſpelet). 
This printed paper was ſent to the biſhops, and is 
all the members of the houſe of Commons the diy 
before the laft debate on the ſubject of the Tt 
and Corporation Acts, fo that it Was Iimpofflble t 
eounterabt the effects of it; and being put ite 
the hands of Mr. Burke, and deelaimed vp6n bf 


him 
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him, was of material difſervice to our cauſe, I 
ſhewed the unfairneſs of this proceeding in a printed 
letter ſent to the biſhops, and all the members of 
the houſe of Commons, as theirs had been. But 
to all appearance, this complete juſtification only 
tended to exaſperate my enemies, and they ſpared 
no pains to exaſperate others. | * 


The effect of this controverſy upon the com- 
mon people in Birmingham, who were made to 
believe that, ſome way or other, both the church 
and the ſtate were in danger, and that my ob- 
ect was the utter deſtruction of both, was great 
| and viſible enough. On the walls of houſes, &c. 

1nd eſpecially where I uſually went, were to 

be ſeen in large characters, MabA ror avin, 
Davin PrttsTtLty, No PansbyTERIANs, DAMN 
Tt PRtESBYTERIANS, &c, &c, At one time I was 
flowed by a number of boys, who left their play, 
repeating what they had ſeen on the walls, and 
ſhouting out, Damn Prieſtley, damn him, damn bim 

fir ever, for ever, for ever, &c. &c, This was, no 
doubt, a leſſon which they had been taught by 
their parents, and what theſe, 1 fear, had learned 
tom their ſuperiors. Such things as theſe were 
| certainly unpleaſant to me; but 1 was conſclous ! 
had done nothing to deſerve ſueh treatment; and 
leſpiung mere 60% ny; 1 Was far from fuſpecting 
wat it Would ever lead te the outräges Which have 
ſee taken place. | 


E 3 ; tn 


ſome of my more zealous friends; and a number of 


| never preached a fingle fermen en the füße, 
of wrote any thing mere than the oy above: 


. ance of Mr. Burke's Refleitions an the French 
' tution, a work that has been more generally read 


\ 
by 
* 


22 An Appeal to the Public 

In the exultation of the high church party on 
the defeat of our laſt application to Parliament, 
perſonal danger was apprehended to myſelf, by nere 


young men of my congregation came to tell me, 


that myſelf and my houſe were threatened, but havi 
that if 1 choſe it, they would undertake to defetd perf 
both me, and it, at the riſk-of thelr lives. I te- purf 
plied that 1 did not apprehend any danger, and tl T 
that if any violence was offered to me on that — 


account, 1 ſhould make no reſiſtance. It has al. 
ways been my maxim, as may be ſeen in my 


writings, and what 1 have always maintained it 
converſation, that it becomes chriſtians to ber 


every kind of infult and violence when It is offered 
on the account of religion; and that nothing bit 
dur ev Fights are to be defended by the ſword, 


1 tee hs Hotice of any of the partlciilin 
above-mentioned; and though 1 was told that ſome 
of the elergy of the town and heighbourhoed ver 
frequently preaching againſt the Diffenters, id 
often againit myſelf by name, er by deſeriptich 


mentioned, whieh are before the public, apd my 
be examined at the reader's leiſure, till the * wt 


than any publication in my time, and which ha 
contributed more than any other to excite a fp 
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of party; the clergy almoſt univerſally approving 
i, and the low church party and Difſenters as ge- 
nerally condemning it. 1 170 E 


My friends well know that I was far from 
having any intention of animadverting upon this 
performance, being at that time engaged in other 
putſuits, and having a real reſpe& for the writer, 
till. I was preſſed to undertake it by ſeveral of my 
friends, who were pleaſed to think me better qua- 
lifed than moſt others to reply to what Mr. 
Burke had advanced on the beſt of Coil R- 
Miſhments of Chrifttanity, At their ſolleltatlen 1 
wrote my Letters to My. Jure, and this publlea- 
ton, though a very temperate one, provoked the 
clergy, and the zealous friends of the eſtabliſhment 
ſill mores and in * of this, thelr efforts 
to Inflame the minds of the populaee againſt the 
Diſſenters it general, and myſelf in particular, were 
redoubled; and the profane Habit of drinking Dam- 
wien an ebnen #6 the Prefaierians, at the 
eavivial meetings of perfons of better faſhion, 
i vg thoſe ef the lower order, Was much 
(HEFeATed: 


89 apparent were the marks of extreme bigekry, 
and the true ſpirit of perfeeution at this time, that 
upon occaſion of preaching the Hackney College Ser 
mn, in April laſt (and which my friends know that 
long declined) I was led to fay, “ In another 
* reſpe&, alſo, we are now in the ſituation of the 
primitive chriftians ; as the friends of reformation 

C 4 ce have 
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e have nothing to expect from power, or 
et favour; but muſt look for every ſpecies of abuſe 
te and perſecution that the ſpirit of the times will 
te admit of. If even burning alive was a ſight that 
* the country would now bear, there exiſts a ſpirit 
te which would infli&t that horrid puniſhment, and 
* with as much cool indifference, or ſavage ex- 
% ultatlon, as in any preceding age of the world,” 
But though 1 ſaw this, and that the marks of 
this ſpirit were apparent in various other parts of 
England, 1 had no ſuſpicion of its breaking out on 
the innocent occaſion of celebrating the French 


pared for any ſuch outrage. 


The celebration of this great event by a public 
dinner at Birmingham was no meafure of mine, In- 
deed, I am well known to all my friends to be averſe 
to public entertalnments, and never enjoy myſelf at 
them; my habits of life, too long confirmed to be 
eaſily altered, being quite oppoſite to every thing 
of this nature, However, when the friends of that 
Revolution propoſed it, and wiſhed to have my 
company, I did not decline their invitation, and we 
had a meeting or two, partly for that purpoſe, and 
partly to ſettle the rules of a ConsTITUTIONAL 
SocitTy, ſuch as that which is eſtabliſhed at Man- 


cheſter, the chief object of which was to promote 


a more equal repreſentation of the people of this 
country in Parliament, and we had printed two 


copies of general principles of government, to be ſub- 


ſcribed by all the members, and one copy of par- 
7 . ficular 


_ Revolution, and therefore was far from being pre- 
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ilar rules for our conduct, copied chiefly from 
hoſe of Mancheſter ; but we had not pleaſed 
cſelves with them, and nothing was abſolutely 
ſettled, l 


Many perſons in different parts of the kingdom, 
but more eſpecially at Birmingham, thought the ce= 
kbration of the French Revolution to be a right and 
4 viſe meaſure, in order to conciliate the French 
wtion, and to 3 a friendly and eommerelal 
htercourſe with it, It is well known that the late 
nnercial treaty is not popular in France; and It 
w thought to be impolitie to heighten the dif- 
Ike of that nation to 4% by refuſing to partake 
of thelr joy, in What was known to give them the 


* 


rateſt ſatisfaction, 


With the dinner itfelf I had, in a manner, ne- 
king te de. I did net fo much as ſuggeſt one of 
te pou and excellent /94/fts provided en the 
Kallon, though it was natural for my friends to 
bok to me for things of that kind, if I had inte- 
red myſelf much in it; and when oppoſition was 
liked of, and it was ſuppoſed that ſome inſults 
ould be offered to myſelf in particular, I yielded 
the ſolicitations of my friends, and did not 
end. Others, however, went on that very ac- 
wunt; thinking it mean, and unbecoming Engliſh-. 
n, to be deterred from a lawful and innocent. 
i, by the fear of lawleſs inſult; and accordingly ' 
hey aſembled, and dined, in number between 


gity and ninety. * 
en 
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When the company met, a eroud was alem. 


bled at the door, and ſome of them Hiſffed, and 
ſhewed other marks of dl r but no mu. 
| terial violence Was offered to any body, M. 
Kelr, a member of the church of * took 
the chair and when they had dined, drank thei 
toaſts, and ſung the ſongs which had been pre 
pared for the occaſion, they diſperſed. This wy 
about five o'clock, and the town remained quiz 
till about eight, It was evident, therefore, thy 
the dinner was not the proper cauſe of the rig 
which followed 1 but that the miſehief had hee 
pre- coneerted, and that this partleular aum 

was laid hold of for the purpoſe, 


Some days before this meeting, a few copies of 
printed hand- bill of an inflammatory nature, of whic 
a copy is given in the Appendix, No. I. had bet 
fl bund in a public houſe in the town, and of this gra 

uſe was made to inflame the minds of the peopl 
againſt the Diſſenters, to whom, though without a 
evidence whatever, it was confidently aſcribed. Th 
thing itſelf did not deſerve any notice, and pan 
graphs of as ſeditious a nature frequently appear! 
the public newſpapers, and other publications, an 
(as would, no doubt, have been the caſe with this 
are neglected and forgotten. But the magiſtrates 
Birmingham, and other known enemies of the Di 
ſenters, were loud in their exclamations againſt 
though perhaps fabricated for the uſe” that was mac 
of it; and a copy was officiouſly ſent to the ſecre 
ries of ſtate, who ordered a ſtrict enquiry to be = 
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after the author, printer, or distributor! and in 
conſequence of this u reward of an hundred pounds 
was offered, for deer of any of them, 


In conſequence of all this preparation; we were 
informed that, though the trade of Birmingham 
had never been more briſk, fo that hands could 
not be found to manufacture the goods that were 
ordered, many of the public-houſes were that day 
full of people, whoſe horrid execrations 44 1 the 
Diffenters were heard into the ſtreets; it has 
been aſſerted that forme of the maſter manufacturers 
had ſhut up thelr workſhops, and thereby left thelr 
men at full Uberty for any miſchief, 


It has ſince appeared that beſides the.dinner at 
the Hotel, there were alſo dinners of the oppoſite 
party on this fourteenth of July, and thoſe not of 
the loweſt claſs of the people, with whom the com. 
mon ale-houſes were filled. Theſe did not riſe 
from their entertainment ſo early, or with ſo much 
ſobriety, as thoſe who dined at the Hotel; and it 
was at the breaking up of their companies that the 
riots commenced. Let the impartial then judge 
to which of the dinners the riot that followed is ts _ 
be aſcribed, _ | 4:94 


Mr. Adam Walker, the ingenious and well 
known lecturer in natural Philoſophy, was paſſing 


through the town with his wife and family, and 
dined with me at my own houſe, for the laft time, 
e | on 


1 
4 
L N 
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town with "Am, and they left me in the evening. 
Some time after this, three of my intimate friends, 
whoſe houſes were ſituated near the fame road, 
and farther from the town than-mine, 'called upon 
me to congratulate me, and one another, on the 


dinner having paſſed over ſo well; and after chat» 


ting chearfully ſome time on the ſubject, they left 
me Juſt 1 it was beginning 10 be dark. 


Aſter ſupper, when I was: preparing to * 
myfſelf, as I ſometimes did, with a game of back - 
gammon, we were alarmed by ſome young men 


rapping violently at the door; and when they | 
appeared to be almoſt breath- | 


were admitted, they 
leſs with 3 They ſaid that a great mob 
had aſſembled at the Hotel, where the company 
had dined; that after breaking the windows there, 
they were gone to the Ney Meeting, and were 
 demoliſhing the pulpit and pews, and that they 
threatened me and my houſe. That they ſhould 
think of moleſting me I thought ſo improbable, 
that I could hardly give any credit to the ſtory. 
However, imagining that perhaps ſome of the mob 

might come to inſult me, I was prevailed; upon to 


leave the houſe, and meant to go to ſome neigh» 


bour's at a greater diſtance from the town; but 
having no- apprehenſion for-the houſe itſelf, or any 
thing in.it, I only went up ſtairs, and put ſome papers 
and other things of value, where I thought that 


any perſons getting into the houſe would not w_ 


on that day,../ Before, dlenem t had walked e % 
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td them, My wife did the ſame with ſome things 


iteneds if any body ſhould come, to ſay that I 
ws gone, and If any ſtones ſhould be thrown at 
he windows, to keep themſelves out of danger, 
1d that I did not doubt but they would go away 
mill, - f | 0 "a th 


At this time, which was about half paſt nine 
clock, Mr. S. Ryland, a friend of mine, came 
ith a chaiſe, telling us there was no time to loſe, 
ut that we muſt immediately get into it, and drive 
f, Accordingly, we got in with nothing more 
an the clothes we happened to have on, and 
gore from the houſe. But hearing that the mob 
liſted only of people on foot, and concluding 
ut when they found I was gone off in a chaiſe, 
key could not tell whither, they would never think 
purſuing me, we went no farther than Mr. 
Wſell's, a mile on the ſame road, and there we 
ontinued ſeveral hours, Mr. Ruſſell himſelf, and 
her perſons, being upon the road on horſeback to 
t intelligence of what was paſſing, I alſo more 
un once walked · about half way back to my own 
uſe for the ſame purpoſe; and then I ſaw the 
from the two meeting-houſes, which were 
uning down, | Wo 


About twelve we were told that ſome hundreds. 
the mob were breaking into my houſe, and that 
hen they had demoliſhed it, they would certainly 
vceed to Mr. Ruſſell's. We were perſuaded, 
therefore, 


if hers,” 1 then bade the ſervants keep the doors 
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therefore, to get into the chaiſe again, and drive of 
but we went no farther than Mr. Thomas Hawke, 

on Moſeley-Green, which is not more than half 
mile farther from the town, and there we Waite 
all the 641, co ws 


advancit 
into the 
part of t 
Dudley, 
Heath 
before by 


1 ban ty tas ad chr moon-liph 
we could ſee to a conſiderable diſtance, and bein 
upon a riſing ground, we diſtinctiy heard all th 
paſſed at the houſe, every ſhout of the mob, : 
almoſt every ſtroke of the inſtruments they h 
provided for breaking the doors and the furnitur 
For they could not get any fire, though one 
them was heard to offer two guineas for a light 
candle; my ſon, whom we left behind us, havin 
taken the precaution to put out all the fires | 
the houſe, and others of my friends got all 


f 
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might 1 
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peach th 


neighbours to do the ſame, I afterwards he t, Fat, 
that much pains was taken, but without effed, ln” do, 
get fire from my large electrical machine, whic 3 


ſtood in the library. durbrid 


te to D 
(0 this ! 
udley it 
lg; an 
on after 
old * 


About three o'clock in the morning the noil 
ceaſed, and Mr. Ruſſell and my ſon coming to 
ſaid that the mob was almoſt diſperſed, that i 
mote than twenty of them remained, and thoſe 
much intoxicated, that they might eaſily be take 
We therefore returned with him, and about ſo 
o'clock were going to bed at his houſe, But wit 
I was undrefſing myſelf for that purpoſe, n 
came that there was a freſh acceſflon of 6 
hundreds more to the mob, and that they ve 

2 advance 
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Jrancing towards Mr. Ruſſell's, On this we got 
no the chaiſe once more, and driving through a 
part of the town diſtant from the mob, we went to 
Dudley, and thence to my ſon-in-law's, Mr. Finch 
uHeath-Forge, five miles farther, where we arrived 
tefore breakfaſt, and brought the firſt news of our 
liaſter. P 


f 
Here I thought myſelf perfectly ſafe, and 
magining that when the miſchief was over (and I 
ud no idea of its going beyond my own houſe) 
nd ſuppoſing that, as the people in general would 
r aſhamed, and concerned, at what had happened, 
night return; thinking alſo that the area within 
he walls of the meeting-houſe might ſoon be 
kared, I intended, if the weather would permit, to 
each there the Sunday following, and from this 
rut, Father forgive them, for they know not what 


At noon, however, we had an expreſs from 
Sourbridge, to acquaint us that the mob had traced 
ie to Dudley, and would purſue me to Heath, 
(0 this I paid no attention, nor to another from 
Judley in the evening to inform us of the ſame 
Ang; and being in want of ſleep, I went to bed 
on after ten. But at eleven I was awaked, and 
pid that a third expreſs was juſt arrived from 
Yudley, to aſſure us that ſome perſons were cer- 
Inly in purſuit of me, and would be there that 
gut. All the family believing this, and urging 
to make my eſcape, 1 dreſſed myſelf, got on 
horſeback, 
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| horſeback, and with a ſervant rode to Bridgnorth 
where I arrived about two in the morning, 


After about two hours ſleep in this place, 1 gy 
into a chaiſe, and went to Kidderminſter, on m 
way to London. Here I found myſelf among ny 
friends, and, as I thought, far enough from thy 
ſcene of danger, eſpecially as we continually hear 
news from Birmingham, and that the miſchief di 
not extend beyond the town. Hearing, particularly, 
that all was quiet at Dudley, 1 concluded that ther 
could be no real cauſe of apprehenſion at Heath, 
and being unwilling to go farther than was necef 
ſary, I took a horſe, and arrived there in the 
evening. eee CL | 


cult ro 
mmedit 
After bi 
4 ſecond 
that if I 
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Wis juſt 
here Was 
Ing all n 
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There, however, I found the family in great 
conſternation at the ſight of me; and Mr. Finch juſt 
arriving from Dudley, and ſaying that they were in 

- momentary expectation of a riot there, that the 
populace were even aſſembled in the ſtreet, an 
were heard to threaten the meeting-Houſe, the 
houſe of the miniſter, and thoſe of _ incal 
Diſſenters, and that all attempts to make them 


diſperſe had been in vain, I mounted my hort 

again, though much fatigued, and greatly wanting lere 
ſleep, . 4 he reſt # 
| TCL Nt In a 
My intention was to get to an Inn about fu hurts ! 
miles on the road to Kidderminſter, where I mig ud not « 

get a chaiſe, and in it proceed to that town. No | really 
_ chaiſe, however, was to be had; fo that | ” 1nd the þ 
| - un er | 
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under the neceſſity of proceeding on horſeback, 
and neither the ſervant nor myſelf diſtinguiſhing 
the road in the night, we loſt our way, and at 
break of day found ourſelves on Bridgnorth race 
ground, having ridden nineteen miles, till we could 
hardly ſit our horſes, ML | 


Arriving at this place a ſecond time, about 
three o' clock in the morning, we with ſome diffi. 
eulty rouſed the people at an indifferent inn, and I 
mmedlately got into bed, and ſlept a few hours. 
After breakfaſt we mounted our horſes, and I got 
| ſecond time to Kidderminſter, There, finding 
tat if T immediately took a chaiſe, and drove faſt, 
| might get to Worceſter time enough for the 
muil-coach, I did ſoz and meeting with a young 
nin of my own congregation, he accompanied me 
dither, which was a great ſatisfaction to me, as he 
Kquainted me with many particulars of the riot, 
of which I was before ignorart, At Worceſter I 
Wis juſt time enough for the coach, and fortunately 
here was one place vacant, I took it, and travel- 
lug all night, I got to London on Monday morn- 


ky, July 18, 


Here 1 was in a place of ſafety, and had lelſure 
bt reſt and reflection. I can truly ſay, however, 
Nat in all the hurry of my flight, and while the 
Muries 1 had received were freſh upon my mind, I 
ud not one deſponding, or unbenevolent thought, 
[really pitled the deluſion of the poor Incendlaries, 
nd the infatuation of thoſe who had deluded * 
D an 


| 
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and never doubted but that, though I could not 
tell how, or whey, good would ariſe from this, u 
well as from every other evil. The magnanimity 
of my wife was never ſhakenz and, as at other 
times, ſhe then felt more for others than ſhe did 
for herſelf, It was a diſtreſſing circumſtance, thut 9 


our daughter was expecting to be brought to bed + bv 
in about a month, ſo that ſhe was full of alarm, and u 
and her mother could not leave her to accompany WW in cot 
me. We were, however, as happy as we coul countt 


be in this ſtate of forced ſeparation, I with my 
old friends in London, and ſhe either with our 
daughter, or with one of the moſt friendly, gene- 
rous, and worthy families in the world, in the 
neighbourhood of Birmingham, 


| In 
That there were inſtigators, as well as perpe- WW Ruſſel! 
trators, of theſe horrid ſeenes, was ſufficiently er. fel, w 
dent. Moſt of thoſe who committed the devaſt- WW church 
tions appeared by their profaneneſs, intoxication JN preſent 
and their diſpoſition to indiferiminate plunder, u liting t 
have no ſenſe of religion at all, and therefore cou would 
only adopt the cry of church and king as a pretence i bettled, 
In the midſt of their devaſtations there were alway de had 
ſome cool heads mixed with the drunken one the Re 
who rejected all offers of money, and ſaid that they given o 
muſt obey their orders. But the moſt deciſive ci. On the 
cumſtance was that of forged letters being read, on Publiſhe 
at my houſe, in the name of Mr. Ruſſell, and an- Birminę 
other at his, in the name of Mr. Jeffries of Lon-Wiff und ſoo 
don, on purpoſe to inflame the mob to greater toaſts, \ 
cation 


outrages. Whoever be the real author of th 
55 9 hand-tl, 


/ 
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van. hill, certainly they who forged theſe letters 
were capable of writing it, for the uſe that was 


atually made of it, Indeed, there is nothing too 
atrocious for ſuch perſons not to be capable of. 


| Being now at my leiſure, I wrote my Addre/t 
to the Inhabitants of Birmingham, App, No. II. 
and upon the more moderate it had ſome influence, 
in counteracting the ſtrange and miſchievous ac- 
counts that had been every where induſtriouſly 
propagated, in order to throw the blame of the 
whole tranſaction upon the Diſſenters in general, 
ind myſelf in particular (See Ayyanbix, No. III.) 
though on others it had a different effect, 


In London 1 found by accident that Mr. W. 
Ruſſell had juſt arrived in town, who, next to my= 
ſl, was the principal object of diſlike to the high 
church party in Birmingham. He came! to re- 
preſent to the miniſtry a true ſtate of things re- 
ting to the riots, and to learn what ſteps they 
would take with reſpeck to it, When this was 
ſettled, he returned to Birmingham, but not before 
he had publiſhed an account of what had paſſed at 
the Revolution dinner, with the toaſts that were 
given on that occaſion, (See ArPpanDix, No. IV.) 
On the ſame day alſo, as it happened, Mr. Keir 
publiſhed an account of the proceedings, for the 
Birmingham newſpaper (See ArpENDIX, No. V.) 
and ſoon after a more particular account of the 
toaſts, with obſervations, in explanation and vindi- 
cation of them. Theſe gentlemen giving their 

| D2 names, 


\ 
; 
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names, their accounts ſatisfied the impartial, that 
the behaviour of the Diſſenters had not been liable 
to any juſt cenſure, and that it was not the dinner, 
but a deep-rooted animoſity againſt the Diſſenter, 
that was the true cauſe of all the miſchief, 


In this fituation, what I regretted moſt wa 


the loſs, as I then ſuppoſed, of all my manner) 
8, for which no ration could be made, 
They conſiſted of the following particulars 1 


I. My Diaries from the year 1748, contalnin 


the particulars of almoſt every day z and at the be. VI. 
ginning of each of them I had given the ſtate d % 7+ 
my mind, of my affairs in general, and of my pro- BW Armin 
ſpecta, for that year; which it was often amuſing ere te 
and alſo inſtructive, to me, to look back upon, * 
ee en 14 e min 
II. Several large Cammon - place Books, containing WW! had m 
the fruits of my reading almoſt ever ſince I could WWprecedin 
read with any degree of judgment. the man 
| VG. „ not miſt 
III. The Regiſter of my Philoſophical Experi- night he 
ments, and hints for new one. A rough 
N 0 \ pened to 
IV. All my Sermons, Prayers, and Forms fi . copy 
adminiſtering the Lord's Supper, &c. many of which WW chine, 
I had with -great expence got tranſcribed into 1 lem, 
fair long hand. 1 5 
„ my Ha VIR. 
v. Notes and a Paraphraſe on the whole of ile ed aft 


New Teſtament, excepting the book of Revelatin. 
* | | The 
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The whole of it had been delivered from the 
pulpit, and in a preface to another work, I had 
promiſed to publiſh it, I was within five days 
(employing my amanuenſis three hours a day) of 
having the, whole fairly tranſcribed for the preſs, 


VI. A New Tranftation of the Pſalms 


hat 


Pro- 
wht, and Keciglaſtes; having undertaken, tn con- 
juntion with ſeveral other Unitarians, to make 
bew Tranſlation of beth the Old and New Tef- 
ument. 


VII. Af ſeries of Letters to the Members of the 
New Jeruſalem Church, which was lately opened in 
Birmingham, Theſe were fairly tranſcribed, and 
were to have gone to the preſs the Monday fol- 
ping; and being on the moſt friendly terms with 
the miniſter, and principal members of that church, 
had made an appointment to meet them on the 
preceding Friday, to read the work to them from 
he manuſctipt, in order to be ſatisfied that I had 
not miſtated any of their doctrines, and that I 
night hear their objections to what I had written. 
A rough draft of a great part of theſe Letters hap- 
pened to be preſerved, in conſequence of taking 
s f copy of them by Meſſrs. Boulton and Watt's | 
which machine, and from this I have lately publiſhed 


ito en. 


VIII. Memoirs of my own Life, to be pub- 


of th ed after my death. 
Jation. : D 3 IX. A great 
The 


54 
5 
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IX. A great number of letters from my friend WM 
and learned foreigners, with other papers, 


X. A ſhort account of all the perſons whose 
names are introduced into my chart of Biography, 
which I intended to publiſh, though not very ſoon, 


XI. Nluftrations of Harthy's doftrine of Aſſicts 
lion of Ideas, and farther Obſervations on the Huna 
Mind, the publication of which I had promiſed in 
the Preface to my Eſſay on Education, This would 
perhaps have been the moſt orignal, and near 
the laſt, of my publications. The hints and looſe 
materials for it were written in ſeveral volume, 
not one ſcrap of which is yet recovered, 


me, to 
acceſs 
that J! 
and th 


XII. Beſides theſe" I had what hid ooo 
beſides 


much labour, though, as I did not mean to make 
any public uſe of them, I do not much regret ther 


loſs, viz. A large courſe of Lectures on the Cn Th 
ftitution and Laws of England, and another on ne ſo 
Hiſtory of England, which I had read when I wh pended 
tutor at Warrington, and of which a ſyllabus may HH dad pai 
ſeen in the former editions of my Eſay on Educating lected ti 
In the ſame claſs of manuſcripts, not much to in the c 
regretted, I place a great variety of miſcellancougſh cuſtom | 
juvenile compoſitions, and collections of which my han, 
occaſionally made ſome, though not much, uſe. ¶ bok ba- 

| | any parti 


XIII My laft Will, Receipts and Accounts, tax 


Let any man of letters, arrived, as I am, to 
near the age of ſixty, conſider what muſt have been 


my accumulation of curious papers of various 


kinds, from the variety and extent of my purſuits 
(greater unqueſtionably than that of moſt men now 
living) and think what I could not but have felt 
for their loſs, and their diſperſion into ſuch hands 
uu they fell into, and who make, as I hear, the 
moſt indecent and improper uſe of them. This 
makes the caſe much worſe than that of mere 
plunder, and the deſtruction of books and papers 
by Goths and Vandals, who could not- read any of 
them. It was, however, no ſmall ſatisfaction to 
me, to think that my enemies, having ' the- freeſt 
acceſs to every paper I had, might be convinced 
that I had carried on no treaſonable correſpondence, 
and that I had nothing to be concerned about 
beſides the effects of their impertinent curioſity. 


The deſtruction of my library did not affect 
me ſo much on account of the money I had ex- 
pended upon it, as the choice of the books; having 
had particular objects of ſtudy, and having col- 


k&ed them with great care, as opportunity ſerved, 


in the courſe of many years. It had alſo been my 
cuſtom to read almoſt every book with a pencil in 


my hand, marking the paſſages that I wiſhed to 


look back to, and of which I propoſed to make 
any particular uſe; and I frequently made an index 
to ſuch paſſages on a blank leaf at the end of the 


book, In conſequence of this, other ſets of the 
D 4 N ſame 
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ſame work. would not, by any means, be of the 0 
ſame value to me; for I have not only loſt the Ml this c. 


books, bur the chief fruit of my nous ana d Judg of 
ment in reading them. period 
perſon 


0 All my laboratory not only e a ſet of Theſe 
the moſt valuable and uſeful inſtruments of eyery 
kind, and original ſubſtances for experiments, but 
other ſubſtances, the reſults of numerous proceſſes, 
reſeryed for farther experiments; as every experi- 
enced chymiſt will ſuppoſe, and' theſe cannot be 
replaced without repeating the proceſſes of many 
years, No money can repair damages of this kind, 
Alſo, ſeveral of my inſtruments were either wholly, 
or in part, of my own conſtruction, and ſuch a 


cannot be purchaſed any where. 


Notwithſtanding this deſtruction of my manu- 
; ſcripts, I do not know that ſuch a calamity could 

have happened at a more convenient time, in the 
courſe of the laſt ten years. Had it been during 
the compoſition of my Hiſtory of early Opinions cin · 
cerning Cb, my Church Hiſtory, or the New Editin 

of my Philoopbies Works, 1 could never have com- 

pw or reſumed them; nor without the booki 
Which I then had, could I have undertaken whit 
I have done fince, Very happily alſo, I had 
finiſhed a long courſe of experiments on the doe. 
trine of phlogifon, and the compy/ition of water, and 


my laſt paper on the ſubje& was jult prints fot 
the {ni — 


One 
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One of the moſt mortifying circumſtances in 
this calamity was the diſperſion of a great number 
of letters from my private friends, from the earlieſt 
period of my correſpondence, into the hands of 
perſons wholly deſtitute of generoſity or honour, 
Theſe letters I had carefully arranged, ſo that I 
could immediately turn to any of them, when I 
wiſhed to look back to them, as a memorial of 


Tes, imer friendſhips, or for any other purpoſe. But 
ern. WW they were kept in a box which was ordered by my 
be WW hiſt will to be burned without inſpection. Now, 


any WW however, letters which I did not wiſh even my 
ind, Wexecutors to ſee, were expoſed, without mercy or 
„dame, to all the world. No perſon. of honour 
al even look into a letter not directed to himſelf, 


But mine have not only been expoſed to every 
turious, impertinent eye, but, as I am informed, 
re eagerly peruſed, commented upon, and their 
nſe perverted, in order to find out ſomething 


Some of my private papers are ſaid to have 
den ſent to the ſecretary of Nate, But ſecretaries 
f ſtate, 1 preſume, are gentlemen, and conſider 
hemſelves as bound by the ſame rules of juſtice 


whit Nd honour that are acknowledged to bind other 
had pen, and therefore, if this be the caſe, theſe papers 
* ill certainly be returned to me. 

3 - \ 

d for WW Of this kind of Ill uſage, I do not accuſe the 


lterate mob, who made the deveſtation for few 
One WW them, 1 ſuppoſe, could read, but thoſe * 
0 


tries of Europe, but more eſpecially thoſe who 


8 
CP 
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of better education into whoſe hands the Papers MW variou 
poſed, and exerted” themſelves, they might, no nſert 

doubt, have ſaved the greateſt part of this, to me courag 

moſt valuable property, for the loſs of which (but WM the pr 

more eſpecially for the ungenerous uſe that wa Wl alice 

made of it) no compenſation be made me, ceived 
4 71 RE 155 of my 


younge 
attentic 


My numerous correſpondents in different coun- 


wrote to me in confidence in this country, will be 
as much affected by this cataſtrophe as myſelf, [ 
might, no doubt, have deſtroyed thoſe letters, and 
other private papers, myſelf, But I could not fore 
ſee that men would a& the part of brutes, without 
the leaſt regard to law, to common equity, huma- 
nity, or decency; and that an event ſhould happen 
at the cloſe of the eighteenth century, of which it 
will not be eaſy to find a parallel for three centu- 
ries before, For the perſecutions of chriſtians by 
heathens, and of proteſtants by papiſts, were gene- 
rally conducted by ſome rule; and in matters of 
policy and religion ſome decent regard was (till paid 
to a man's private concerns, in-which the ſtate had 
no intereſt, Not to feel ſuch loſſes as theſe, and 
ſuch uſage as this, would be not to be a man. 
But J am a chriftian, and I hope I bear them as 
ſuch, acknowledging the hand of God, as well a 
that of man, in all events 3 


I was alſo much conſoled by the addreſſes I re- 


ceived, not only from particular perſons, but from 
| | | various 
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yarious bodies of men, who intereſted themſelves 
in my ſufferings. Some, if not all of them, I ſhall 
inſert in the Appendix; as they may ſerve to en- 
courage other perſons in the purſuit of truth and 
the practice of virtue, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
malice of their enemies. I need not ſay that I re- 
ceived the greateſt conſolation from the addreſſes 
of my congregation, and eſpecially thoſe of the 
younger part of it, to whom I had given particular 
attention, _F 
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REFLECTIONS. 


AFTER the preceding detail of fa#s, I now 
eee to lay before my readers a ſeries of Re- 
ſims to which they have given occaſion, and I 
hope they are ſuch as will not be without their 
uſe; and then, great as my loſs has been ſtated to 


te, it will not be the ſubject of any regret, 


569% 


SECTION I. 
| Of the Power of Reſentment to prevent Compaſſion. 


I cannot help obſerving on this 
«eaſion, as on a thouſand others, how much the 
kalt eauſe of reſentment tends to ſtifle every emo- 
ton of fympathy and compaſſion, 


Had any perſon whatever ſpent a great part of 
ls life in the merely innocent employment of col - 
beting medals, watching with the utmoſt anxiety | 
every opportunity of completing his ſuite; had an- 
ther given the ſame time to a collection of ſhells, 


boſlils, prints, or books of any particular claſs, 
without 
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any farther view than that of amuſing himſelf and 
his friends z and any of his neighbours, who kney 
in what manner, and how long, he had been em. 
loyed, have come, and deſtroyed the labour of 
is life in an hour, there are few perſons, I beliew, 
who would not have felt for the injury; For even 
man's labours are of value to himſelf; and even 
man has a natural right to enjoy the frult of hi 
labours, provided they do not interfere with the 
enjoyments of others, An injury of this kind 
would be conſidered as an injury done to ſbelet 
itſelf; which engages for the protection of every ih 
dividual in the quiet enjoyment of his innocent git 
tifications and purſuits, Whatever they be. Eyey 
perſon would make the ' eafe his own, and hay 
eonfidered what he himfelf would have felt, ns 
after having ſpent his life In the ſame purſults, he 
cauſe for them he might have had ne pattieuly 
_ taſte, but in any purſuit equally pleafing to him 
and would have reſented the injury with the greatel 
ſenſibility, N 
merit of 


Had this perſon's purſuits been of acknowledgedſtom w. 
utility to the public, and in the eye of the worldcircumſt 
done credit to his country, and to his age ; hae my er 
they been the labours of a Boyle, a Newton, ot he hig 
Franklin, or thoſe of a Pope, an Addiſon, or iWriends, « 
Locke, that had been thus wantonly and malid ey hay 
ouſly deſtroyed, all the world in a manner, and h 
country in particular, would have taken fire at , This 
injury, and have thought no puniſhment too greiiſ#"o do 
for it. onour, 

b 
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But let politic, or religion; be concerned; let 
the curious collector, the naturaliſt, the poet, or 
the philoſopher, be ſuſpected to be of an unpopular 
party in either, and the very circumſtance that 
would have filled his countrymen with compaſſion 
fr him, and with rage againſt his plunderers, 
would make many rejoice in the miſchief; an 
without the leaſt regard to the innocence, or public 
merit, of his purſuits, they would receive @ gratifi- 
wich from the idea of their hereby having it in 
theit 2 to give him and his friends the more 
kiible pain. Nay; provided they conceived that 
iy advantage would accrue from It to their party, 
hey would take a ſavage pleaſure in deſtroying 
it, and his labours together, 


S8yeh has been the ſeene exhibited at Blrming= 
hm, and 1 wiſh it may prove an inftructive leſſon 
mankind, 1 do nat ſay what I have been, or 
what I have done; But had I been a Boyle, a 
Newton, or a Franklin, or had I had ten times the 
merit of each, or of all of them, I am confident, 
rom what I have heard and obſerved, that this 
arcumſtance would only have been an excitement 
to my enemies to the miſchief they have done me, 
The higher 1 had ſtood in the good opinion of my 
Fiends, or of the public, the greater pleaſure would. 
tiey have taken in pulling me down, f 


This has, moreover, been done by perſons 
o do not want private virtue, by perſons of 
onour, juſtice, and feeling in common life; and 

who 


7 
- 
7 


48 An Appral to the Public 
who, if 1 had not been obnoxious to chem en le. bow 
eount of my opinions, would have relieved me in 
diſtreſs, and have dene me any kindneſs in thei 

wer; nay Who, if they had had any 1 
Ikefature, er ſelenee, might perhaps have been 
proud of having me for a townfinan and acqualit: 
ance, and have taken a 9 in ſhewing ftran: f 


gers the place where I lived. 


Had I been a elergyman of the ehureh of Eng: 
land, of little or no reputation, and the injury been 
done by Diſſenters, no puniſhment would have 
been thought ſufficient for the perpetrators of < 
much wickedneſs; and, in the eyes of the nation 
the whole ſect would have been thought deſerving 
of extirpation. Like the death of Charles I. the 
guilt of it would have been entailed upon our 
lateſt poſterity. mo 


J was forcibly ſtruck with this idea on ſeeing i 
moſt ingenious imitation of plants in paper, cut 
and painted ſo like to nature, that, at a very ſmal 
diſtance, no eye could have perceived the differ- 
ence; and by this means they were capable of 
being preſerved from the attacks of inſets, ſo a 
to be greatly preferable to any bortus ficcus. It 
appeared to me that weeks, and in ſome caſes 
months, muſt have been employed on ſome ſingle 
plants, ſo exquiſitely were they finiſhed. 


What would this ingenious and deſerving young 
lady have felt, how would her family and friends, 
how 
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low world all botaniſts, though they mould only 
have heard of the ingenious eontrivance, and of the 
wbour and time (he had fpert upon het plants; 
Wy; how Would the country in general have been 
filled With indignation, had any envious female 
ne come by force, er fealth, and thrown 
al her fle wers into the fire, and thus deftroyed all 
he frujts of her ingenuity, and patient working 

in a fingle moment, A 
2 it was, Might with certainty have been dene 
wiln, and perhaps in an improved manner, If 
this particular lady had not had time, or inclination, 
do the ſame work over again, ſhe might have 
inſtructed others, and precautions might have been 
taken to prevent ſuch a misfortune a ſecond time. 


far 
yet all this, exeel- 


But the havoc that was made in almoſt as ſhort 
4 ſpace of time in my library and laboratory, 
nither myſelf or any body elſe can repair; and yet 
tiouſands, and ten thouſands, I have no doubt, are 
o far from feeling any ſympathy with me, or my 
ſends, on the occaſion, that they rejoice in it, and 
would rejoice the more in proportion as the irre- 
parable miſchief had been greater ®. 


If the ſame malicious female ſhould not only 
tave thrown this lady's flowers into the fire, but- 
anſacked her apartments, and, getting poſſeſſion of 
al her private letters, have amuſed herſelf with 


* $0 far am I from being conſidered an injured perſon by many, 
tut they ſeruple not to conſider me as the proper cauſe of the death 

thoſe who were executed for the riots, in thort, nothing leſs than a 
Wyderer, Such is the idea a by the author of a ballad I 
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reading them, and publiſhing them In all the nelgh. 
beurheed, in order to de her all the Injury In 
her power, would not the erime be thought 
worthy of the ſevereſt puniſhment, as a violen; 
breach of all the bonds of ſociety? And yet in my 
- caſe, this very outrage has been committed wey 
out any ſenſe of guilt in the perpetrators, or the 
by-ſtanders of the ſame party. Such is the hw 


the | 

Influence of party ſpirit. hed 
attac 

| ——_ on © 

a SECTION II. 5 the P 
they 

My coming to Birmingham not the Cauſe of the Pay ent n 
Spirit in the Place, ples it 


Ir will be evident from the precedn you 
narrative that my coming to Birmingham was by 
no means the cauſe, as is now aſſerted, of the pu 
ſpirit which ſo unhappily prevails in that plact 
Every thing that I wrote reſpecting the eſtabliſhed 
church was occaſioned by the writings of ohe 
againſt the Diſſenters. In no caſe whatever Wit 


en of the ſong of Wiltiam und Margaret, ſent to me by dhe pe 


la l the dark and fearful how 
When Ghoſts their wrongs dlſeleſe. 
Now graves give \p their dead, ts havnt 
The gullty ul repoſe, 
Beil thee Prieftl , of thy fault, 
Thy leve of evil Rrife 
And give me back my honeſt fame, 
And give me back my life, 


\gh- 


epetuate, every wm that hay been introduced 
A 
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the aggreſſor; and I never troubled even my own 


congregation with a ſingle diſcourſe on the ſubject, 


though this had been done again and again by my 
fedeceſſor Mr, Bourne; and I never heard that 
he was particularly complained of on that account, 


The long controverſy I had on the ſubject of 


the trinity, which, however, had no particular re- 
ſpect to Birmingham, was the conſequence of the 
attack of Biſhop Horſley, and others of the clergy, 
on one part of my Hiſtory of the Corruptions of 
Chriſtianity. All my Defences of Unitarianiſm, 
yritten in the courſe of this controverſy, are before 
the Public, and I appeal to all impartial readers, if 
they be not calm replies to ſome of the moſt viru- 
knt modes of attack of which there are any exam- 
ples in this, or in any other, country. The Biſhop's 
profeſſed object was to deſtroy my credit in toto, 
ſo that nothing that I ſhould ever write on the 
ſubjet might be regarded. 


Beſides, what did I do, urged as I was, in every 


poſſible method, more than propoſe my opinions, 


with the Fea/ons on Which they were founded, 
There was no violence in this. And cannot opinion 


be oppoſed by opinion, and argument by argu= 


ment? 1 ſerlouſiy think that the doctrine of the 
vine unity, as oppoſed to that of the rinity, is of 
the greateſt Importance in chriſtianity; and ft is 
likewiſe my opinion, that e#v#/ efabi/ments of ehr. 
Hanity are the bane of it, tending to increaſe, and to 


into 
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into it. But many other perſons have maintained 
the ſame opinions, and have held the ſame lan. 


guage, before me. I, therefore, think it a peculiar 
honour to my writings, that my adverſaries have at 


length found no method of replying to them ſo ef. MI a 
fectual as deſtroying my property, and attempting 

my life; inſtigating a furious mob to commit ſuch Wl T 

ravages on general literature, as the European de 

world has not known ſince the ages of acknoy- ; 

| ledged barbariſm. | by 

| 5 mi 

= 12 

f 0 lin 

SECTION MW. 

„ wh 

/ Diſſenters meddling with Politics. mo 

If is aid by many that, if 1 had ff fer 

meddled with politics the riots in Birminghan whi 


would not have taken place. But this alſo is an 


hypotheſis not ſupported by facts. If the indigns- 
tion of the populace had been excited againſt me as 
a politician, and not as a Diſſenter, why did the) 


begin with demoliſhing the meeting-houſe, before a 
they proceeded to my own houſe, or made a) righ 
attempt upon my perſon? Why did they de- wiſt 
moliſh the Old Meeting, the miniſters of which * 
had never appeared in a political character? And 8 


what had Mr. Taylor and Mr. John Ryland eve mo 
done in a political capacity? The rioters | evident ner 


made no diſtinction — political Diſenter 
a 


is an 


the) 
zefore 


e any 


y de- 
which 

And 
| evet 
dent! 
enten 


and 


| ſtate, as connected with the church. 


They are very inconſiderable, and never, that I un- 


ſo that it could not have given any recent provoca- 


wiſh for, 04-05) | 0 3% 4h! 


more dargely on 
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and others, but confined their outrages to thoſe 
who are generally called the more liberal, or unita- 


rian Diſſenters, as conceiving them to be pecu- 
liarly hoſtile to the church, and therefore, to the 


But what have been my writings as a politician? 


derſtood, gave much offence, All the time that I 
was with the Marquis of Lanſdowne, which was 
ſeven. years, in which I had no employment as a 
miniſter, I never wrote a political pamphlet, or 
paragraph. My ſtudies were then, as ia and 
ſince, theology, philoſophy, and general literature, | 


My Ef. on the Firſ Principles of Pe ne th 
which, of all my writings, may be thought the 
moſt offenſive to the friends of arbitrary power, 
was publiſhed more than twenty years ago, and 
never proceeded farther than a ſecond edition, 
which alſo has been on ſale almoſt twenty years; 


tion. The political part of my Lectures on Hiſtory 
and General Policy, is much in favour of the civil 
part of our preſent conſtitution, though not without 
hinting at ſuch improvements in it, as many up- 
right and enlightened a of all En 


' 


Suppoling, however, that I had writzef much 
politics, particular as well as ge- 
1 is this a ſubje& that Diſſenters muſt not 

Eg touch ? 


TY 


{ 
S 
4.3 
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touch? As equal citizens, have we not an equal 
intereſt in the concerns of the ſtate; and does 


it not behove us to watch overt that intereſt, as 


rhuch as others, Whoſe ſtake in it is Hot greater 
than ours? a nbd Hoo ome wr any 


When the government was frietidly to the Di- 
ſentets, our rulers were glad enough to avail them- 
ſelves" both of out pens and of our ſwords. Our 
right to give out opinion in affairs of ſtate was not 
then queſtioned ; and what has happened to affect 
that right ſince? It is plain that it is only our 
exerciſe of that right that gives offerice, No 


complaint was ever made of the conduct of Mr. 


Bradbury, who was continually preaching political 
ſermons, and who had a g 


the acceſſion of the houſe of Hanover, except by 


tte clergy, who were . enemies of that 


acceſſion, 


Though no change has talcen place in our ge- 
neral —— our opinions are now ＋ * to 
be unfavourable to the maxim of thoſe who have 
the conduct of adminiſtration; and hence the new 
language, that Diſſenters, and particularly diſſent- 
ing miniſters, ought to confine themſelves to mat - 
ters of religion; and that, content with our tolera- 
tion, we ought not even to reflect on the eſta- 
bliſhed church, which is now conſidered as an 
eſſential part of the ſlate, I was never complained 


of for having meddled with philoophy, which is as 


foreign to my proper profeſſion as politics, 


94 


great hand in promoting 


But 


yiniſti 
day a 
of for 


was p 
dies © 
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But in what ſenſe; can this be called a free 


country, if every citizen be not at full liberty to de- 
liver his opinion, in ſpeaking or writing, on any 
| ſubject whatever, without the dread: of civil-penal- 
ties, legally or illegally inflicted? And how is our 
religion even tolerated, if we be debarred the privi- 
lege of writing in its defence, and freely advancing 
whatever we may um gl een * that 


payee , 


? * 


If eee by: eg at | Difſenters addi on 
any particular ſubject, let us, at leaſt, be prohibited 
by Jaw, and let not any man be puniſhed for doing 


what | no known law makes to be a crime, and 


which in itſelf may be highly meritorious,” Let 
in Act of Parliament be made to declare it felony, 
or treaſon, for any Diſſenter (or if that be thought 
too much, for any diſſenting miniſter) to write a 
political pamphlet, finding fault with the gonſtitu- 
tion, or arraigning the conduct of adminiſtration, 
ind we mall then conſider what is to be dono in 
leſe new vircumſancase. ; #1619190! 
I M4 oe 


Some week ae and high churchmen, h 


u an excuſe for not appearing diſpleaſed at the 


riots in Birmingham, which did not affect the Cal» 


viniſtic Diſſenters, allege that the Diſſenters of this 
day are a very different ſet of perſons fram thoſe 
of former times, for whom the Act of Toleration 
was provided. This, no doubt, is true. All bo- 
dies of men have changed in'a courſe of time, and 


the Diſſenters —_— the reſt. The clergy of the 
E 4 eftabliſhed 
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- ſtiblitied church are by no means the ſame that 
' they were at the Revolution; for they were then 
generally the enemies of the preſent reighing fi- 
mily, though they now make fo great « boaſt of 
their being the friends of it. With reſpect to 
their religious ſentiments, they are greatly changed 
indeed ſince the time of Elizabeth, being, 
from Predeſtinarians, become almoſt "univerſally 
Arminians, and till of late the more learned of theit 
body are well known to have been Arians. There 
has alſo been a great change in the general ſenti- 
ments of many of the Roman Catholics. But, to 
u politician, the only queſtion is whether any of 
_ thele changes of opinion give rng 
Protection of civil ere M 21-3024 en e 
el 3! 916, 1 | 
The ptincipal change in the Dieners 1s lm 
to cht which has taken place among the memben 
e the ehurch of England. They have receded 
farther from the ſyſtem ef Calviniſn. Many ol 
tkern became Arians, and many are now Unitarians 
heretofore more generally ealled Sociniatis, Bu 
what has this to do with civil government? Can 
it de pretended that the man who corifines his 
_ adoragion! to ave God, and who calls this one God 
the God a Father of Jeſus Chrift, is a worſe ſubject 
of civil goverhinent than he who, in addition to 
the worfliip: of this one God, pays equal divine 
honours to Jeſus Chriſt, 440 400 to another divine 
perſon. called bu Holy Ghoſt, or than he who add 
to all theſe the worſhip. of the Virgin Mary, and 


of — a Cs... 
2 
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The queſtion is futely too ridiculous to be diſcuſſed, = 
why then ſhould wunitarian Diſſenters be more ex - 
poſed 'to_Iawlefs violence, and left out of the pro- 
tion of the ſtate, than trinitarian Diſſenters, or 
than the Roman Catholics, to whom the favour 
government has of late been very juſtly ex- 


It is true alſo, that many of the Diſſenters are 
late become enemies to all civil eſtabliſhments of 
religion. But ſo alſo are many Catholics, and even 
many members of the church of England itſelf, 
Ind in what ſenſe are they enemies, and how are 
bey to be dreaded, and guarded againſt, as fuch ? 
They are only enemies in point of argument. They 
link it would be better for all ſtates not to trouble 
lemſelves about religion, or at leaſt not to give 
uy to one form of it more chan to An- 
ier. But this is not an opinion for which they 
ri diſturb the peace of any ſtate. They wiſh 
v have nit, as well as every other great queſtion, 
nrereſting to man and to fociety, to be freely diſs. 
aſſed, But what is the proper uſe and termination 
of diſeuſſion, | beſides the prevalence of ruth and of 
mera! happineſs ? No man who does not perfift in 
lupporting what he himſelf believes to be falſe and 
miſchievous, will ever ſay the contrary. Why then 
hould not Diſſenters, and all other perſons, be 
tolerated in maintaining this, as well as any other 
add opinion, though! it has a remote relation to prac- 
„ be, as, indeed, every opinion of much importance 
ndart Oy has, 

The Whatever 
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Whatever were my political ſentiments, though 

1 ſhould be an avowed. republican, and, as 4 
perſon high in office, but, in this reſpect, of little 
information, lately ſaid of me, ready to de. 
1 c {troy - the king, the houſe of Lords, and houſe 
of Commons too“, ag this miſchief, unleſs 1 
were the dragon of Wand f could only be effected 
by argument, by convincing the people, that ſuch 
deſcriptions of men were uſeleſs, or miſchievous, to 
them, it would be no juſtifiable reaſon for 26-09% 
an mg what 1 ae es. e l 

Maui ber 
If my eee be thay what they will be 
bot. contrary; to law, but merely ſophiſtical, le 
therm be anſwered. My enemies will hardly ſay 
that my abilities as 4 writer are ſuch, that, even 
without the advantage of trutb, I can out-write al 
my opponents, and, in ſpite of all their efforts, get 
the great body of the people on my ſide. And till 
this be done the ſtate i is in no manner of danger 
from me. If by writing, or acting, 1. expoſe my- 
ſelß to the cenſure of the law, let it have its courſe; 


but let not perſons, under the pretence of ſupport- 
ing government, encourage lawleſs nee n. 


five Mo: all nen whatever, * 8 

„tig AI 1 | | 
net, by our writings any perſia. hs). eh in 
his n character, or affairs, Diſſenters are pu- 


on as this may be ſaid to have been unintentionally 
the — of eg in aim am, with tar be probability as the 
ſpeech of king Henry II. was that of the murder of Becket, 
known, or the f ſuppoſed, wiſhes of men in power do not always N 
to be accompanied with poſitive orders, They ſhould, therefore, be 


particulafly cautious what they ſay, 
niſhable 
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niſhable by law, like other citizens. But public 
meaſures, and public characters, have always been, 
and it is to be hoped, always will be, open to public 
imadverſion in this country. Otherwiſe, there 
js an end of all true liberty; or if from this liberty 
the Diſſenters alone are excluded, it is no free 
country: for ug, whatever it may be for others. 
Whenever I find myſelf debarred the exerciſe of the 
invaluable ; privilege of perſect freedom of ſpeech 
and writing, I ſhall conſider it as a ſignal for my 
departure to ſome other part of the world, where 
it can be enjoyed without moleſtation. | 


DAA IV. 


a5 a Bio of the High Church Pary the true Cage 
| En of the Riots. 125 


og. the true ſource of the law: riots 
in u Birmingham was religious bigotry, and the ani- 
moſity of the high church party againſt the Diſ- 
enters, and eſpecially againſt the Preſbyterians and 
Unitarians, and not the commemoration of the 
French Revolution, is evident from all that has 


paſſed Huta, and after, the yy „% #701 


In the public houſes whovs the people were 
nfaming themſelves with liquor, all that day, and 
ſome time before, there were heard execrations of 


the 


| 
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the FR horrid kind againſt the Preſbyterians One 
perſon was heard not only to wiſh damnation to 
them, but that God Almighty would make 3 
&« week's holiday for the purpoſe of damning them.” 
The mob did not arrive at the Hotel till more 
than two hours aſter the company had leſt it, and 
there hey demanded only mf, who had not been 
there. No part of their vengeance: fell upon any 
aa: whether at the dinner or not. After 
demoliſhing the two meeting -houſes, and every 
thing belong to we, their next objects were the 
houſes of Mr. Taylor and Mr. John Ryland, who 
were well known to have been much averſe to the 
ſcheme of the dinner; and during the whole courſe 


of the outrages, the conſtant cry was Cyurcy Aub 
KING, and Down WIT R "uy eee | 


That the celebtacion of ee Bivoktica 
was not the true cauſe of the riots, has. indeed 
ſufficiently appeared from the narrative part of this 
work. That the plan was laid ſome time before, 
and that proper perſons were provided to conduct 
it, is probable from this citcurnſtance, that thoſe in 


2 mob who directed the reſt, who were evi - 


dentiy not of the loweft claſs, and who were ſome: 
times called their leaders, were not known to hun- 
dreds of all deſcriptions of the inhabitants of the 
town, who obſerved them attentively; ſo that per 
ſons who were no Diſſenters, concluded that they 
came from a diſtance, and probably from London. 
The proper Birmingham mob were often perſuaded 
to defi from their attempts, till they nw 


; alſo thc 
daſſes of 
exemplar 
Requeſts 
to the ev 
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OOO contin 


ne ty theſe men, who both inſtigated them to miſ- 
to 
a hortelt and moſt effectual manner. 


if there be any 1 for this 3 
the plan of the riots muſt have been laid ſome time 
tefore, and of courſe, have been entirely inde- 
rendent both of the hand- bill and of the Revolution 
der, any farther than the latter directed to the 


theſe directors muſt have been engaged before 
hand, Time, it is hoped, will throw ſome light 
" this dark buſineſs. It was probably intended 
v humble and intimidate the Diſſenters, by ſome 
rerſons who thought it more prudent to do it by a 
mob, than by legal methods. 


That the ſtorm was directed ſolely againſt thoſe 
tat are commonly called the more liberal Diſ- 


fom the whole courſe of it, in which the houſes 
nd meeting-houſes of the latter were ſpared. The 
only exception was the houſe of Mr. Hutton who 
attends public worſhip at Carr's Lane, but whoſe 
on and daughter belong to the New Meeting. It 


caſes of the people on account of the ſtrict and 
exemplary diſcharge of his duty in the Court of 


to the event. 


oy 


The 


time for the execution of the ſcheme, as 


enters, and not the Calviniſtic ones, was evident 


s alſo thought that he was obnoxious to the lower 


Requeſts, Let us now ſee what paſſed . | 
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The exultation of the high church party, ng 
vidy in Birmingham, but through the kingdom i 
general, on the ſucceſs of this cruſade, was ur 
diſguiſed and boundleſs, ' All the newſpapers bo 
in town and country, in the conduct of yhic 
they had particular influence, were full of th 
groſſeſt abuſe of the Diſſenters, and eſpecially d 
myſelf; and ſuch narratives of the proceedings wer 
publiſhed as cannot be accounted for from mil 
take, or miſapprehenſion, but muſt have been y 
fully fabricated for the worſt of purpoſes. Of ti 
I have, in the Ayyznvix, No. III. given one &- 
N from the paper Wen 7. HE Tuns TL 
1 | 
There were many of the. high chan pay 
who did not heſitate to ſay that, if the miſchief ha 
terminated with the deſtruction of my houſe, and 
every thing belonging to me, all Had been el. 
Some openly lamented that the mob had not ſenii l 
me, or that I had not periſhed in the conflagu - 
tion. One clergyman in a public aſſize ſermon, 
called our ſufferings wholeſome correion; and i. 
other declared that, if all my - writings were put 
together, and myſelf were placed on the top d 
them, he ſhould rejoice to ſet fire to the pill. 


Many of the high church party were fo fir 
from lamenting my ſufferings, or complaining of 
the illegal manner in which the miſchief was done, 
that they ſerupled not to juſtify it, on the pretenet 


though A grounclelh, that my writing 
| were 
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were hoſtile to the Fate, if not directly, yet indi- 
ſectly ſo, as being hoſtile to the church. One in- 
tance of this, and one of the moſt moderate of its 
kind, I ſhall give in the ADN, No. VI. on 
— of the ſingular circumſtance of its being 
ted together with my own Larter to the Inhabi- 
17 of Birmingbam, and thrown into many houſes 
n London, with the title of .SeLF-MURDER, or 
= VOIR TRIED anD n ON Hs. own 
mo 7 1, | 


The e pave hack 
eee eee e which was diſtributed 
n London the day aſter my arrival there, of which 
copy is given, Arne No. VII. This could 
al de intended to point me out as a proper 
dect of deſtruction, by ſome perſon who wanted 
he courage, 8 W e 
. 


At the ame time bed an aa 
ktter, from a perſon who ſaid et he was concerned 
"for my misfortunes and my 'folly,” adviſing me 
bv have a ſtrict guard on my future condu& ;” 
Wing, © Depend upon it, if you proceed to 
*foment diſturbances in this place, nobody. can 
 nſwer for your! ſafety. I can aſſure you the 
"people of this country will not ſee their happy 
nn OY 8p nan.” 


The ſame wpult was but too apparent during 
3 trials; the moſt notorious of the rioters being 
acquitted 


acquitted by the! ca 7 dikes bee elles 
to the aſtoniſhment of the judge, and all the court, 
andi their acquittal was reteived with the loudeſ 
applauſe by the ſurrounding audience. Nor wn 
this indecent exultation confined to thoſe of the 
lower claſs, who were heard'to'wiſh: that the Bir. 
Fears agony coin might:circulate-through'the king. 
dom.” Two perſons of better condition, as I wa 
| informed, meeting in the Town'Halt at Warwick) 
immediately after the acquittal of two of. the prin. 
cipal rioters, one of them obſerved to the other, 
that they had ſucceeded beyond their exec. 
n tations, and that ſince thoſe two heurty cocks” (u 
de he called them) were ſafe, he did not much car 
«for, the reſt,” The oor wretches who were 
to be hanged, it is, preſumed, were ſuch as kney 
no ſecrets, ,, This very much reſembles the ck 
of Demarei, who was condemned for - burning x 
Meeting-houſe i in the time of Queen Ann, but wu 
afterwards pardoned, and in the report of the tri 
by judge Foſter, is called © 1008 1. Dy Sacheverel 
kin ap n Dick en noms on 


« We &ill have e in a of on 
country with reſpect to our damaget. As to iv 
we never wiſhed to take any more than might be 
deemed: neceſſary for our own future ſecurity, an 

the peace of the country. We ſhall ſtill be fu 
ferers in common with others, and much mon 
than they, with reſpect to things for 2 10 in 
Fernmification can be made: us. tit 90 


1e Th 
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The ſame high church ſpirit prevailed through 
moſt parts of England, and in places where I had 
nothing to do. Similar outrages were threatened, 
and a . 
they would have taken 


Birmingham, if ſome- 1 
in that town. ———— 


\ fry weeks wich him this ſummer, ſaic that he 
durſt not now receive me. The Diſſenters were 
uſo threatened by the high. church party at Briſtol, 


ally ſaying, that, Og ns proceeming 20s Joon 


1 deerved. A 
loſs of one part of them, viz. the phil 
ones, is ſufficiently. compenſated for by the loſs of 
the other, viz. the theolagical ones; ſo that I have 
my deſerts, and the public is on the whole no 
loſer. This, however, is a virtual acknowledg- 
6 
| thing, 


ing) and 'thar they found i 0 ed of 


them in any other way than by anſwering them. 
This conduct is as weak as their arguments have 
always been; ſince, as was the caſe with the books 
of the Sybils, the deſtruction of ſome of my writ- 
ings | increaſes the value of thoſe that are pre- 
ſerved; and by this moſt convincing proof of the 
ſucceſs of my writings, other perſons will be ex- 
cited to write, though I ſhould be ſo overwhelmed 
by. my/ misfortunes, as to eee from 
writing any more. 0 N 


* 


| | Never ſhall 7 be l 
ſtruction of any of the performances of my oppo- 
nents. On the contrary, I have always wiſhed, as 
my \ writings will evidence, that they had been 


more numerous, in order that their | futility might 


more clearly appear. But my adverſaries muſt 
have found that this conduct would not ſo wel 
ſuit them, and therefore that their wiſdom was 
not to produce any books A owns 1 


b. ar 


on chis 8 2 25 would TO . 


forth the commiſeration of generous adverſaries 


- © Joan „ intitled The Ghoft axd the 

Doctor, rr E one of the perſons lately 

executed bat 90d, ted 3 2 a 

e zealot,”” ap to me, and me as the © pro- 

28 prieſt of ſedition ” whoſe object it has been to preach the de- 

N of all order, as the cauſe of his death, which in juſtice 1 

t to ſuffer. After this I am made to riſe * raving from my bed, 

to burn n,“ with a reſolution never to write again. 
* 8 


To 


a 


amnes „ 


But the ze 
England an 


me than thi, 


be and his f 
cure, Tha 


fault, The 
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me than this ball: 


=. They may ſucceed better in a ſecond atempt. 
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many years before. Not a grain of merit has been 
allowed to us, as a compenſation for the crimes of 


which we are accuſed; and we are particularly 


charged with the greateſt ingratitude againſt the 


government under which we live, 


Dr. Tatham of Oxford, exulting over us on 
this occaſion, ſpeaks of the Diſſenters as graciouſly 
indulged. But whether is it our ſyſtem of religion, 
or bis, that is moſt, graciouſly indulged, and which 
of them is beſt entitled to this indulgence? Will 
4 mere parliamentary ſanction give any form of re- 
gion a preference in the eye of God and of rea- 
ſon; and if this ſhould be a caſe in which the 
judgment of man ſhall be found to differ from 
that of God, it will by no means be the firſt of the 


kind. The time is approaching when every thing 
of this nature will be weighed in a juſter balance 


than they uſually are at preſent, and while we are 


all waiting for chis final deciſion, let us 18 ee 


and We N 


but though many of the clergy ende is 
moſt raneorous ſentiments againſt us, there have 
W on this occaſion _— them men of 


70 1 * * 
1 


But the Sa el bed | this martyr to the ch h of 
England among the ref}, took a much more natural method to ſilence 
maker (probably a cl an) of Cheſter. What 
be and his friends only prayed for, they uſed the proper means to Ara] 
cure, That they were diſappointed in their ſcheme was not their 


F 2 che- 


there have appeared ſtronger. marks of virulence 
againſt the Diſſenters than have been known for 


ee 


: "4 py * 
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1 . 
liberal minds and principles, Who ex- 
preſſed the greateſt abhorrence of the conduct and 
ſentiments of the reſt of their body, and who, to- 
gether with ſome generous minded laity of the 
eſtabliſhment, were + RON enen 


os r 
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SECTION L 


Of the Prom that Gevenneni was adooſe 16th 
ene e e bal 


Ir Was e a very general 
opinion that Government favoured the violent pro- 

ceedings againſt the Diſſenters at Birmingham. It 
was the conſtant cry of the rioters, in the courſe 
of their ravages, © We have nothing to fear. The 
« juſtices are for us, Government is for us;” and 
when they were told the troops were coming, they 
faid the ſoldiers were on their ſide, When the 
king's proclamation, offering the reward of an 
hundred pounds for the diſcovery and conviction 
of any perſon concerned in the riot was publiſhed, 
ſome of the people were heard to cry, © Is he then 
te turned Preſbyterian, and are we to be hanged for 
this?” Similar language was held by ſome who 
ought to have known better, 


{ 


This 


_— 


SF. * 


as 3 3 p CD VU 09. © - ws 
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| they wiſh to preſerve the peace of it,” 


This 1 4 a 6s Wick K eg con- 2 
des the governors of eduntry to attend to, iP 
N a9 hk 


their protection alike to all the ſubjects. 2 if 
y ſmall part of the community, and eſpecially | 
uch members of it as ale leaſt diſpoſed to vio- 
tce, be held out; or imagined to be held out, to 
the reſt of the community, as untvorthy of protettion, 
they will be conſidered as in a ſtate of projeription, 
nd proper objects of perſecution, expoſed: td every 
inſult ; and they will have no reſource but in tem- 
prary ſelf defence, and Final emigration, ' And 
ſurely the experience e of the laſt century muſt have 
hewn this country the PTB, of. not . wicked 
ub, of fk irritation.” n go 
3 9nob bei vos. 3:40 2221012 2 Gch WI 
The Dilenters hüwe n ho er to oppoſe to fuch 
abe wretches as commited che outrages at 
himingham; and yet it is now pretended that if 
the high church party had not deſtroyed our houſes, | 
nd places of public worſhip, we ſhould'have de- 
ſroyed theirs. But th chat the Diſſenters 


they oy" have deen to have attemptel violence 
in their ſituation, / unleſs every one of them had 
been conſcious to himſelf of having the ſtrength of 
Samſon, and that he was a match for a thouſand 
«ix ebene,. Ei 
| 
But when a Diesen e any „ " 
the kind? There are inſtances enow upon record” 
ak imilar outrages being committed up the Diſ- 
ſenters, 
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_—_ EN th, Klngdoen 1, but no 
” of any being committed dy them. They 
are univerſally « ſober and orderly people, and 

, were ee fe ee 
_ they hays no; idea of promoting their cauſe by 
Jorece.' Not dne Independent, Baptiſt, or Methodil, 
0 Tem confidenty had any; hand in che riot, ar Bir 
mingham, but only thoſe members of the church 
CLI 
any church) who are in ſact deſtitute ol all ſenſe 
CE- Cre - great pro- 


Portion of the inhabitants of. Brmingham, and all 


other large manvfacturimg towns. In the height 
n 
and other reſpectable members of the church of 
England, who then thought they had done miſ- 
chief enough, and wiſhed them to proceed no far- 
cher, re 
OW nen pe VII. Wk 


i A Lek een Ku bes 
e ar guar, in a civi- 


kw eee 


55 that theſe violences were camm 
| pretence of fuppo nl k 
certainly, therefore, behoves both 4 _— and 
the government, tu exculpate themſ to 
wake e to, 1 that the 
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The violences were committed by the lower: 
orders of the people, but if the friends of the 
church and of the king in the higher ranks had 
been earneſt to ſuppreſs. the riot, it might, no doubt, 
have been effected before any miſchief had been 
done. If the magiſtrates; and other principal inha- 
bitants of the town, belonging to the church of 
England, on the firſt hearing of the rioters going 
to the New Meeting, had interpoſed, by repairing 
to the place, and earneſtly proteſting. againſt the 
violence, even that meeting-houſe would not have 
ſuffered, Had there not been time for ths (which, 
however, there certainly was) their interpoſition 
might have prevented the deſtruction of the ſecond, 
meeting-houſe. - At leaſt, with the aſſiſtance of a 
few men with fire-arms, which they could eaſily 
have. commanded, they might have prevented all 
the miſchief at my houſe, with every thing that 
followed, -. There was, therefore, at leaſt a cri- 
minal remiſſneſs in the friends of the church and 
the king. But the cleareſt facts ſhew that there 
was more than remifſheſs on the part of many 
perſons of better condition, and nothing that they 
ever did ſhewed a real diſapprobation of the con · 
duct of the mob previous to the demolition of my 
houſe, but only a wiſh that they ſhould proceed no 
further than that; and this on no other account than 
that of the expence it would be to themſelves, This 
ls evident Fu the hand- bills laſt referred to. "of | 


Making bvery allowance for the perpertithts 
and abettors of theſe horrid ſcenes at the moment, 
my” there 


* 


| 


7 An Appel ts the Publ 


there has been time for refletion and eompunRiien 
nee i and the eyes of the nation, and of all Europe, 
dre open to ſee what part both the town and neigh- 
bourhood, and above all the government of the 
country, will take in the caſe. On the part of the 
town und neighbourhood nns 
e ee tral e 


Out — l e 6e 
been procured againſt no more than fifty-two,. Of 
- theſe not ſo many as twenty have been apprehended, 
and of theſe only five have been condemned, and 
three'executed®, Inſtead of promoting an inquiry 
concerning the inſtigators of this mob, and cenſur. 
ing the 'manifeſt remiſſneſd of the -magiſttates, « 
town's meeting has voted the latter thanks and 
rewards for the part they afted; and an Addy 
1% the Nux 'refieQting' more on the Diſſenters, as 
friends to Levon than on the rioters f. The 
whole town and gt ON therefore, muſt 


rA. ir which it probable thi 
wh were Adds ad Tn þ of of Þ e one ho 


ve ny cen. ine convicted 
| ou; Woke 2 


ted td 
Ts ESE Aer r 
ba urn ine n we en ar e of 


N * is 50 od of 
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fall 
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tibuted 
having an 


tural 1 ealy method, which would have eoſt 
them nothing, 


Without that Lam The elergy alſo, and 
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fall under the ſuſplelen of fereening n e 
and therefore partaking in the guilt, | 


The dlergy, if they' had withed to wuch their 
hands of this crime, * diſelaim the conduct of 


thoſe who call themſelves their friends, ſhould have 


been the firſt to reprobate their proceedings, and 
to preach moderation and peace. Inſtead of this, 
they have been the firſt to calumniate us, and re- 
preſent the conduct of the mob in the moſt fa- 
yourable light, Since two meeting-houſes were 
deſtroyed: on pretence of ſupporting the church, the 
aſt that they could have done, and the moſt na- 
tural compenſation for the time, would have been 
to allow the Diſſenters the uſe of their churches, 
* the GERD could have been rebuilt, | 


This would: only have been doing, 14 com 
penſation for an injury committed by churchmen, 
what the Diſſenters at Banbury are at this 
time doing in favour of the church of England, 
while the pariſh church of that place is rebuilding, 
though they had no hand in pulling it down. There 
are ſeveral places in Germany in which the Catholics 
and P nts conſtantly make uſe of the ſame 
place of public _— 1 an offer on the part 
F or the biſhop of the dioceſe, would 
have dane them the greateſt credit, and have con» 
very much towards exeulpating them from 
are in the outrage. But this na⸗ 


not having been done, they remain 


other 


1 


74 An Appeal to the Public | | 
other piincigal inhabitants of the town, if they had 
been properly ſenſible of the injury done to myſelf 
in particular, might have joined in inviting me 
back again, and doing every thing in their power 
to e "= n ou and W 1 

On the contrary, Iam Maa Ao — 
ae that the inveteracy againſt me through 
the town in general, owing to the moſt atrocious 
calumnies, and miſrepreſentations, is rather in- 
ereaſed than diminiſhed, andthat my return would 
both be hazardous to n "as ITE thei 
n een ah! Frum e 


146 1 evident, nt that we have "I 
thing to eithet from the clergy or laity of 
the town and neighbourhood of Birmingham, but 
Muſt look to the general government bf the country; 
and we hope it will be found that thenee we do 
Loon look for Julties, aRtivity, of energy, in vain 


\ Had the biſhop of the dioceſe ſont a proper 
beiter to the elergy of Birmingham, lament- 


ing the effects of party ſpirit, and eſpeelally that 
any attempts ſhould have been made to ſupport 4 


chan ebureb by ſuch unchriſtlan means 6 had 
been employed on that Run had he ad vlſed an 
immediate reparation of the wrongs of the Diſſen- 


. 


15 


deut. 


ters; and the doing every thing that was in the power Garch! 
of the members of the church of England to reſto u of tn 
1 In onde to lit the different ſpirit ny aue amg wi Come ou! 
| — * 4 e Me, gb Bets a eee 11 ne, and 


Lee Or Bani, and his pte "__ excellent Preface to iy wa 


js, and that ye receive not of ber 


07 i Ritt in Birmingtam. _— 
5 eib bf the town, thei Inſtigators bu riot 
0 before this time have been made aſhamed 


of their conduct, and greater harmony than ever 
mi ght have 1 place between tlie ade of 
he eſtabliſhed church” and the Difſehtefs But 


hough thahy of his Bock habe behaved like wolves, 5 


their condugt has not been reproved by their paſto 

it leaſt in that public manner wich the nature ke 
he caſe required. Cheri the part that many 
of the lower clergy have acted in this bufineſs, t 
yes of the eountty ate how upon the "biſhops; - 
ind their lence" will be Conſtrued' Into approbas 
ton; eſpecially Unce much of the bigotry of the 
preſent times is by many aſcribed to thetr frequent 
ad inflamt charges againſt the Diſſenters, 
ind eſpecially the Unitarians, not without yu 
aluſloris to myſelf in particular, 


In wie wigs of king Willlam and queen Ann, 
the bigotry of the inferior clergy 8 
theeked by the greater Nberality of the biſhops j 
the lower houſe of enden belng eon 0 
by the upper houſe,” Byt in this wh. the Mig 
hure 1005 has deftencded en the denial: 0 
the (nfvelor clergy. | 


It he ilch of 'þ 


len proceed ay * ns 
mer unchecked by the ſuperior clergy of the 
church bf Engtahd, ſhall not ſeruple'to fay bf 16, 
u of rnyſtlcal Babylon In the Revelation (xvIIl. 4 


Gar J N 


hope, nd 1 krow beter ting of many ho 
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FOR” ey names the 04 Outrage 
dat n committed, viz, the 12 
and be king Onan. 1.6 at meaſure, 


exculpurd | proclamation to a 
nd And pudiſh * rioters, 1 * the an 


2 of the ſtate (and which, like Cardinil 
Wolſey,-always names herſelf before her King) hu 
1 hang is. thing in 'concurrence wit 
ken oy coadjiitor, Hence: 
A ana 
Th ; TY ö * 


king, 0 dd. 
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at $hs expen 
* * the, country A 


religion, it odd be rhe 
for the, benefit of thoſe, who ſtand In the moſt need 


of it, and Who would not provide any for themſelves 


The better /ort of people, as we en Nr. will be- 
have orderly and peaceably, which is the great end 
of clvil 4 e WIehout e. Rut with us the 
lower claſſes of the. community are nearly in the 
ſame condition. as. J there was no eftabliſhed reli 
on at all, If the jnefficacy of an eſtabliſhed fe- 


4 to — 9 N diforders of the os; orden 
tec V at Bir- 
mingham, 


on FR Rive in b 
mingham does not open the eyes of this 

io the true hature of church eſtabliſhments, it nn 
be difficult to ſay what will, and fo great and ſerious 
6 leſſon will have been given us in vain. He 46A 


1 In conſequence of che t66 1755 weile of 
eabll tality, | 
centiouſheſh, tne * of the ſume claſh uf 
In any other country whatever, civilized or 
unelvlllsecl. For thoſe whom we call of 
infinitely more regard to decency, equity, 
civility, in their conduct, than the untaught — 
Win us. What theſe learn ffem a ſtate of ſoblety 
ab the View to Which it gives vecaſion, and they 
are flick ay have no place in what” we call the . 
tvilined part of the world, becauſe, in thelr ele | 
anne, there 1s 5e horrptarlon fo e. 


"tt hi Wile ak 0 | Hate ende, "ak 
ti obje& of this religion be not the emolument of 
the teachers of” Jr, Gr 10 power of the governors it 

diſp6fing of thoſe emoluments, but to, inſpire 5 8 


people Aa ſenſe ot thelr obligations'to God 
man, the moſt expreſi pour ſhould be rg | 
wer orders of the people 
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for the Inſtruetlon af the 


in preference t6 that gh; all. others, The ele 
ſhould! know them all, and inſtru& them 5 
vith us too. little of this kind 1s done, nar dyes 


there appear much diſpoſition, towards It. abou | 


be greateſt part of the real advantage which 
i n e from the e of che lower 


MY 4 Which accrues to it. fro! 
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clergy 3 . 7 ate ** © . ne- 

em, ,and. are cep, without a 
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was the happy thougt to | 
a member of the of pany and whit 
was Immedlately abe the clergy, 1 
mbers of the church of England 
ut becauſe many of the Diſſanterh yook me 
ch more neal than they, and öde better provi 
 inffrudting and rewarding "Suey ſcholars (fo 
into greater repute than thoſe 
of the eſtabliſhment) ſeveral of the cle have 
taken umbrage at them, Some of them ve en- 


deavoured to compel the Diſſenters to drop, or 


reduce; their Sunday Schools, and others who. pre- 
tend to more \agacity than the reſt, now ſay that 
they never approved of the ſcheme, becauſe they 


foreſaw chit Te would be the man of dag w 


the number of. the Diſſenters, a thing which they 
evidently conſider as a greater evil than that ſhame- 


ful 3 and of the hich this 
Ignorance * W 
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excellent ſcheme is . eee Seen. 
n Een, b 5 Vilad 001 9761's 

i 10 None fig Ay ks Wi Port tine * 

In this eaſe it ſhould be tt tne 
ck of the community is the addition to the DiC- 
ſenters made. Is it not out of that which, previous 
to this meaſure, had no religion at all? The clergy 
in general ate far from adopting this unchriſtian 
maxim, and in ſome places they act in concert with 
the Diſſenters, in a ſcheme the object of * bn 
ahmen W und common —_— 


When an en dean be when: of the adn: 
ok and diſadvantages of eivil eſtabliſhments of 
religion, every injury done by per/ſetnrion ſhould be 
placed on the per contre ide. For the different ſefts 
of Diſſenters in this country, where there is an eſta - 
bümment, and the different religious denominations 
n North America, where there is none, never mo- 
leſt one another, but live in. goed neighbourhood 
ind frlendhip, It ls when one ſect enjoys temporal 
Advantage from which the reſt are excluded; that 
a bone of contention is thrown among them; and 
then the envy of the depreſſed party, but much 
more the jealouſy and ſpirit of domination, the 
natural ' offspring of power, in the party that is fa- 
voured, may do infinite miſchief. For the ſpirit of 
church eſtabliſhments, which is ever Jealous | and 
vindictive, ib not peculiar to them. It is the ſpirit 
not of religion in particular, but of all wonopeſics; 
Nor are the elergy ſo much to be complained of; 
Mm in: general are the ſame; They are h and 
ifticutionr; that corrupt mankind, 
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bam may be much and 
certainty by external force, Hence, of an- 
ſwering out books, the members of the church of 

England at- have burned them, to- 
u if either break. 
the 
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overturning eſtabliſhments of the remoteſt anti- 


quity, But the perſecution of one ſect of Proteſ- 
tants by another, all equally wovelties, and very 
much reſembling one another, is nothing better 
than the mutual perſecution of the Sounites and 
Shiites in Mahomedan countries, or than that of 


| the LitHleendians of Lilliput by the Bigendians, 


A great number of the coins however, are 
men of other minds, They are ſenſible of the 
abuſes of their ſyſtern, and earneſtly wiſh for a 
reform They reſpec the Diſſenters, and are al- 
ways ready to act in concert with them, wherever 
humanity or common chriſtianity is concerned; 
Theſe are generally called lo churchmen, while 
thoſe of the high church party, which is certainly 
greatly encreaſed of late years, are ſtrenuous advo- 
cates for continuing every thing as it is, and op- 
poſing all innovation, that is, every reform. They 
hate, and they dread, all Diſſenters, except the 
quieteſt among them, who neither ſpeak nor write 
any thing on the ſubject of their diſſent, and 
who, like all other Diſſenters, generally pay them 
better, and more chearfully, than their other pa- 
ſhioners. Such Diſſenters as theſe they might 
not be "OY ſorry to ſee increaſe, 
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ugh 
$ECTION XII. 


of the Importance of @ good Pale in od wall 6h. 
5 Situted State, 


| 54; Wi may 3 che late lon 
in Birmingham, as well as from thoſe in London 
in 1780, the neceſſity of having a force always 
N to repel an undiſciplined mob. On either 
of theſe occaſions, twenty men armed with muſ- 
quets, and only a general knowledge of the uſe of 
them, would at any time have diſperſed the rioters, 
And how eaſy would it be to have many times 
this ſmall force in conſtant readineſs in every town 
and pariſh in the kingdom, without having re- 
_ courſe to a fanding army, at the command of the 
crown only, which is the bane of all free ſtates, 
Let all the reputable inhabitants of any town, or 

. pariſh, be provided with fire arms, and exerciſed 

in the uſe of them, and no riots would ever be 


| What TW any wiſe and juſt government 
can have to this meaſure, I do not ſee; and with- 
out a proviſion of this kind, we are diſappointed 
with reſpect to the principal advantage that a ſtate 
of ſociety and government holds out to us, which 
is protection from lawleſs violence, and the benefit 


of a fair trial for any offences of which we are 
accuſed, 


whole « 
For th 
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nocent 
the law 
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moving 
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dees. While men offend 2 no law, the 
ſhould enjoy the pretectlen of the law, and if they 
do offend, they. ſhould be tried and 9 a 
eording to law, This is the firſt rule in all elvil 
ſociety, and yet in this country there is at this 
moment a too general exultation, that this rule 
has been violated in the caſe of the Diſſenters in 
general, and of myſelf in particular, though we 
have done no uyvey to ſociety whatever. 


It is ſomething extraordinary that perſons uſed 
to a ſtate of law and government ſhould not be 
ſtruck with the impropriety of making a mob 
both the judges, and executioners, of law, and that 
in a ſtate of intoxication, when they are not capable 
of hearing any reaſon. - In the preſent caſe, on the 
ſimple aſſertion of ſome malicious perſon, that 1 
drank no church no king, and the king's bead in 4 
charger, at a place where I was = preſent, and - 
that I was the author of a hand-4i// which I had 
barely heard of, I am inſtantly, without examina- 
tion of myſelf, or my accuſer, expoſed to ſuffer 
infinitely more than I ſhould have done if I had 
been uad gute of all theſe offences, and the 
whole charge had been proved in a court of law, 
For that could only have amounted to fine and 
impriſonment, It would not have involved the in- 
nocent labours of my paſt life. The ſentence of 
the law would not have been the burning of my 
houſe, without giving me an opportunity of re- 
moving any thing out of it, the deſtruction of my 
my apparatus, and manuſcripts, 

G 2 Suppoſing 


* 


[| 
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| Suppoſing the Diſſenters ſhould have had recourſ 
to ſimilar methods of revenge, which would have 
been more juſtifiable, as not having been the ap- 
greſſors, and have burned church for church, houſe 
for houſe, library for library, &c. &c. into what x 
flate of anarchy, worſe than civil war, would the 
whole country have been thrown. The worſt that 
my enemies can ſay of me is that I wiſh to ſet up 
a republican form of government; but this is a 
leaſt /ome form of government, whereas thoſe who 
planned, and directed, the proceedings at Birming- 
ham, went by no ſort of government at all; having 
adopted the very meaſures which all government 
whatever were intended to guard againſtꝰ. 


Since the Diſſenters are clearly innocent of 
what has been ſo generally laid to their charge, 
and for which they have ſuffered ſo ſeverely, we 
may apply to their caſe the proverb uſed on 


„ Some; however, take it for granted, that by a republican form 
of une, is meant no government at all, but to leave all people 
at liberty to act ns they pleaſed, from the impulſe of the moment, 
Thus the Ghoſt in the poem from Cheſter is made to ſay, 


% How couldſt thou preach that mobs might rule.“ 


A writer in the Gentleman's Magizine for September, 1791, p. 191) 
whoſe ſignature is OeDiyvs, ſys of me, His own — wy the mob 
« which he vainly imagined, he could wield with abi ty, and with 
_ & which he has in the preſent inſtance threatened the eſta Jiſhiment of 
* 1 N has at laſt yr upon him with 7 violence, 
« That Dr, Prieſtley has done all in his power to Ri Up Hig p02 e 
in oppoſition to government; is a fact eaſily proved.“ That Mr. 
Niehols; a man who has ſome pretentions to ſiterature, d ſuffer 
$ publication; which goes into the hands b hon —— of letters, to 
c 


mi 
be the haekneyed vehicle of fue impudlent and malicious falſchood, 


3 5 a prion iti My tuation, will to many Ar 
flmilat 


he ranks with high churchmen, and on filchy in 
ſenters, juſtice and huinanity (rem te have ne elalim 


| 
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fimilar occaſion by our Saviour (who, however, 
was not puniſhed without the form of lam, and the 
authority; of the chief magiſtrate) JF the/e rhings 
be done in the green tree, what ſhall be done in the 
4h. If the innocent ſuffer thus mi, what have 


e gs N 18 fte 


It was a blind and 1 zeal 50555 Pun 10 
eſtabliſhed religion of the country, a religion ap- 
pointed by God himſelf, and the lawleſs violences 
to which their zeal led thoſe of the Jews who were 
termed zealots, that preceded, and brought on, the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem; and thoſe zealots: were 
not more blind and furious than the friends of the 
church of England at Birmingham, and in many 
other parts of this country. Let thoſe of them 
yho are able, read Joſephus, and take warning. 


The number of ſuch deſperate and profligate 
wretches in this country as were inſtigated to law- 
kf havoc and plunder, on the pretence of ſupport- 
ing the church and ſtate, at Birmingham, and who 
vill be equally ready to plunder on any other pre- 
tence, almoſt exceeds belief, and we have more to 
dread from them than from all our other evils put 
together, Rs they all point to this, 


Whenever the difficulties of this country Qhall 
tnereaſe, ſo that theſe 2 cat neither be em- 
ployed, nor fed, (and more eauſes than one 
ve draw nearer to this ſituation every 1 ink 


great town in England, If no proviſion 


1 5 
BY 


againſt it, may be expected to exhibit ſuch ſcenes 


as Birmingham has lately done, and as London did 
in the year 1780; when the labour of ages may be WI diffe 
ſwept away in a day, and this whole: country, u ſecut 


86 


nt the pride of the world, may become a ſcene 
of general deſolation. It has within itſelf the ample 
ſeeds of ſuch calamity, in the prodigious number of 
the ignorant, the profligate, and the profane part of 
the lower orders of the community, whom the im. 
policy of our poor lte chiefly; has rendered utter) 
averſe to labour and economy, to a degree far beloy 
that of any of the brute creation, Our common 
ſoldiers are chiefly of this claſs, and caſes may wif, 
in which little dependence can be placed upon the, 
for preſerving. the peace and good order of the 
kingdom, n Wh 8g 


The eſtabliſhed clergy give little attention ts 
the triorals of this moſt deprived part of the com. 
muniey] nor indeed is it In thelr power to ds much. 
But the eaſe requites the {mediate attention of 
government, if our ſtateſmen Mean t6 de any thing 
more than put off the evil day from their own times 
eontenting themſelves with temporary Expedients 
inftead of fübftantlal remedies, (if Fen 


Tf eur lives and paces are to be at the 
merey of the mob, which may riſe, and commit It 

meditated ravages, without giving us any Warn: 
1 and if there be no redreſs but in @ military 
force, and that frequently at a conſiderable diſtance; 
if this redreſs depend on che arbitrary will of the 


crown; 


grown ; let any perſon ſay in what our condition 
differs fram that of perfect agſputiſm; our imperſect 
ſecurity. from the: greateſt injuries. ariſing not from 
lam, and regular government, but from arbitrary will, 
It would be a government in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
the word military, and much worlk than that whic 

is uſually ſo called ; becauſe in it there is at leaf 

ſame known mage of , proceeding. 


Such, however, is the preſent ſituation of this 
country; that chere appears to be no effeRtual 
remedy, for this great. evil, but in voluntary aſſb- 
cations for ſelf-defence; and this is little leſi than 
ſuperadding a yew government, at « great expence, 
u ſupply the defefts af an old one, which is already 
the moſt expenſive in the world, It is ſu far fro 
Wing improper; of illegal; for men to defen 
bemſelven, and theit property, from lawleſy vie- 
lies; by any (ficient mean, flre-arms not ex- 
pied; that it le highly commendable ts de its 
te Sif Williarn,, Jones's excellent tract an The 
Wil Aae of Hub un Ritt. | 


In the riots at Birmingham relief was font as 
hen as peſtible, the expedition of the traps Was 
WIFAGraInAry 3 and thanks were certainly due ta 
dale wha actually faved the rawn, and eſpecially 
he iſſenters in, it, from total deſtructian. Rut 
lad gavernment been remiſs, ar the troops tardy 4 
Wy, had the expreſſes been delayed, as "y 

| might 
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might hure boch by dent auch i vin ny of 
theſe cauſes, the füty of the mob had Continued un. 
feſtrained a fingle day longer (in which caſe it i 
che general opinion that the toWiiwould have been 
on ffre) whete could have been the reftiedy When 
ſuch a town as Birtnihgharn; and the manufacture 


of it, had been loſt to the Kingdom? Should the BI \ 
ſafety of a wiſe nätlon depend Upon reſdutces h) i ©" 
ee as theſe? 7 openl! 
"104 16 homennt tit oth et 19499 or 912 And f 
Let thoſe Who are not dlplehfed with wow bal 
en they think that they 'offly xtethts Tutnitiay BN -* 7 
juſtice on thoſe whom the laws Gantt reach, 6601. WIN be © 
Ader how hazardous a weapon they wiſh to employ, WW less © 
and how difficult it le to dlreck It. None ef Th 
thoſs who promoted the rlots In Piringham had, BN . dle 
I am perſuaded, any intention that" the mischte A 5 _. 
ſhould have proceeded fo far as It dd! and 1 fhoull f 5 ©” 
not wonder If the time come when the ſame lawleſ ra x 
rabble, who lately ſhoured Cbuwyeb and king, thould BD. 1. 


+ take up the cry of No chureb, no king, or at leaſt 
that of No game laws, no tythas, no ovale, oy 


ls wanting but an artful lender. 1 149885 * "Ine 
BOT 9 once goin 

Who does not recollect kw wet tide of une Late 
Got has turned both with reſpect to our preſent mu the 
ſovereign, and the preſent king of France. Neo uy notice, 
princes ever came to their crowns with more ge- — Iy 
neral popularity, But in a few years the caſe was — 8 
ſo much the reverſe in this country, that the king Nl. 


conſtantiy 


/ 
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conſtantly went abroad, if not amidſt. the hiſſes 
(which was ſometimes the caſe) yet with the moſt 
marked and diſreſpe&ful ſilence, 'of the people in 
general“. The caſe is now happily. reverſed, and 
the preſent reign is likely to cloſe with as much 
popularity as it began, 5 A 


Who was ever more idolized than the preſent 
king of France, and yet what was not thought, and 
openly ſaid of him, on his late return to Paris? 
And he is now likely to be more, and mote juſtly, 
popular than ever. Both theſe princes, however, 
ite, no doubt, the very ſame that they ever were. 
The change has been in the people, and in their 
ideas of them. n 


The late king of France was almoſt idolized at 
the time of his illneſs at Rheims. Had he been 
lterally the father of every family in the natlen, 
they could not have appeared to feel more for him 
than they did, Yet though there was little change 
In his principles or conduct, into what univerſal 
tontempt did he fink before he died, Wiſe men 


SF 4 3 8 F 8. 


I never ſaw a greater croud on any occaſjon than pn the King's 
once going through St, James's park to the houſe of Peers, at the be- 
paring of the American war, and becauſe one man, probably- from 

country, pulled off his hat as the coach paſſed cloſe to him, he was 
fery near ben knocked down for it by thoſe who were next to him. 
lt was the conſtant cuſtom for years to let the king's chair paſs without 
ay notice, at the ſame time that every perſon put off his hat in the 
moſt reſpectful manner to the queen. When, as by a kind of irreſiſtible 


impulſe, I was at one time going to pull off mine to the king, wy yt 
I was walking with, perceiving that I was r br 2 and for that 
urpoſe, checked me, by ſaying that if I did, I certainly be in- 


hd * 2 
| will 


go {An Ae! to the Pullis 
War 
and from the changes that have taken place, they 
will not be IT OY: ove the fume 
Oe CL pity. 


SECTION vin. | | 


The Inglic of checking the neturel Eapr din of 
Men's Sen/iments, | | 


0 80 many leſſons as hiſtory holds out to 

us of the kind, I cannot help expreſſing ſome fur. 
prize, that the pretended friends of our govern- 
ment ſhould endeavour to ſuppreſs the natural 
ebullition of men's minds by ſpeaking, writing, or 
public- entertainments. No attempts of this kind 
can prevent men's thinking. Nay, theſe meaſures 
have never failed to make men think the more, 
and the ſooner to have recourſe to other methods 
of expreſſing their ſentiments, infinitely- more haz- 
ardous to the public peace. 


What did the late enn ht of France gain 
by the moſt rigorous. meaſures of this kind, re- 
ſtraining all liberty of the preſs, and preventing, 43 
- far as power could do it, all the uſual modes of 
men's ſentiments? In theſe circum- 
ſtances, probibited books did infinitely more _ 


me 
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as it would be called, than any that could have 
been publiſhed ; and private converſation, in'this 
ſtate of reſtraint, did more miſchief than any books 
whatever. For the Reyolution, as is evident, found 
the whole nation, thoſe who could not read, as well 
as thoſe who could, fully ripe for the change; while 
to thoſe who were unacquainted- with the natural 
progreſs of things, there ſeemed to be an inſtanta- 
neous, and almoſt miraculous, tranſition, from ido- 
lizing their kings, to a contempt and deteſtation of 
kingly government, till, on farther reflection, they 
iequieſced in the preſent medium, 


On the other hand, Engliſhmen, being uſed to 
write and to ſpeak freely, and to have convivial 
meetings whenever they pleaſed, are generally'con- 
tent with giving vent to their ſentiments in theſe 
ways, and never think of any thing farther. -. But if 
this outlet to their natural feelings be ſhut, they 
will certainly find ſome other, much more alarm- 
ing, than dinners, toaſts, and ſongs. It may be like 
the ſtopping che mouth of a volcano, the conſe- 
quence of which would be the convulſion of all 
the country; If there is to be a revolution in this 
country, ſimilar to that which has taken place in 
France (though our fituation is ſuch as by no-means 
to require it) attempts to deter men by illegal yio- 
lence from doing what the law does not forbid, 
will, I am confident, bring it on in half the time. 
Men, who db not like to be inſulted, will at length 
be prepared to reſiſt violence by violence; and 
tom ſuch accidental and inconſiderate ſparks as 
theſe 


3 


ga . Appeal to the p, 
theſe, à civil war may be lighted up, and conſe. 
quences may follow when the wiſeſt _—_ us 


tuner foreſee, Ne f fs 


{ They who take any ſerious umbrage at ſuch 
meetings as thoſe for the celebration of the French 
Revolution, throw the greateſt reflection on the 
preſent reign, and moſt endanger the preſent happy 

TED tranquility of it. For it is to repreſent it as no 

| better than the reign of Tiberius, a reign of uni- 
| verſal ſuſpicion, and of real dangers ariſing from 
| imaginary ones. . That government muſt be con- 
= ſcious of its extreme weakneſs, or be actuated by 
= the moſt wanton cruelty, that can ſeriouſſy reſent 

1588, ſuch trifling inſults as theſe, admitting, what is by 

| no means true, _ they were n for inſults, 


The wiſe; and in all reſpedts the beſt method, , 

is to indulge men in the freeſt expreſſion of their 5 " 

| natural ſentiments, and even to encourage the fulleſt ouſe 
diſcuſſion of all topics, of a civil as well as of a re- OE: 
ligious nature, in order that one opinion and one their | 
reaſon may combat another, and that all truth, vithdt 
religious, philoſophical, or political, may prevail I be . 
and eftabliſh itſelf, without obſtruction. By this 4 


gentle and generous proceeding, no convulſion will 
ever happen in any ſtate. The public opinion will 
thus be formed gradually, and have its natural and 
eaſy operation, produeing changes as they are 
wanted; and grievances will not be permitted to 
gocumulate, till the maſs ſhall be ſp great, as to 
force its way through all oppoſition. 
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This maxim is equally true with reſpect to the 
church, or the ſtate, If the clergy made no oppo- 
ſition to the encreaſing light of the age, but would 
themſelves ſpeculate freely on every ſubject relating 
to their own ſituation, and that of the country, no- 
thing would ever hurt any individual of them. 
Should the conſequence of this free diſcuſſion, and 
gradual change in the public mind, be the abolition 
of tythes, they would-not be loſers by it; becauſe, 
if they themſelves ſhould heartily concur in the 
meaſure, ſome better, and no leſs ample, proviſion 
would be made for them. Should they allow a 


reviſion of the public creeds, articles, and liturgy, 


the preſent ſubſcription might be dropped, and any 
other alteration: made, without affecting their reve- 
nues, or the general ſyſtem. 


Should the clergy proceed a ſtep farther, and 
acknowledge that the ſeat of the biſhops in the 
houſe of Lords (which had no other origin than the 
now antiquated feudal ſyſtem) was unſuitable to 
their ſpiritual character; and of their own accord 
withdraw themſelves from Parliament, it would 
be with a dignity which would eſtabliſh them 
in the good-will of the people, and preſerve their 
unk in other reſpects, for ages. 


But by proceeding on their preſent plan of a 
dread of all innovation, and altering nothing, not- 
withſtanding the increaſing light of the age, they 
lead many perſons to conclude, that they are deter- 
mined to hear no reaſon, and that, from a regard 

to 
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dz their temporal honours and emoluments only, 
To they wilfully ſhut their ears to ROI Fes of 
truth. | fs 


e ſyltem of the civil 
eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity will be ſuſpected to be 
irreconcilable to the cauſe of religious truth, and 


civil liberty; and on the firſt great change in the 
ſtate of public affairs, there will be ſome hazard of 


3 


the country rejecting it as a nuiſance, without ſub. n the 

ſtituting any thing in its place. | a” 

| a Bit 

It is eaſy to make ſimiliar temarks with reſpect Wl being 

to the ſyſtem of civil government. A more equi "5 & 

repreſentation of the commons in Parliament is WH {cute 

moſt evidently wanted; and if this, and other ne- WW abund, 

ceſſary reforms, be long withheld, the whole ſyſtem of the 

will be endangered, though it is not eaſy to foreſee BW tended 

in what manner the danger will come, or how fir inir 
the evil attending a ſudden change of ſyſtem, in a 

ſituation fo en and en 88 ours, wil Tt 

extend, | perſect 

nnoce 

— ldered 

puniſhe 

it the 

| thing 

. uud th 

worion WI, felge 
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SECTION IX. 


| Onfdrrations relating Io Perſeention; and. the cu. 


ſequences of it. 


Marr of the fient of the church 
as hey are called, freely indulge. themſelves in re- 
picing at the calamities of the diſſenting ſufferers 
« Birmingham, without having any idea of their 
being actuated by a ſpirit of perſecution. This ſpirit, 
t is fomething remarkable, all who have ever per- 
ſecuted have diſclaimed ; thinking their conduct 
tbundantly juſtified by the diſpoſition, and behaviour, 
of the ſufferers ; and it has almoſt always been pre- 
tended, that theſe have been puniſhed not for their 
inions, but for difurbing the Pate, 


This was conſtantly alleged by all the heathen 
perſecutors. Though the Chriſtians were the maſt 
Innocent and peaceable of men, they were con- 
idered as enemies of the Roman government, and 
puniſhed as for civil offences. The Catholics alſo, 
it the time of the reformation, treated ber as 
i thing that was dangerous to the civil power, 
ud thus were influenced by political, ay well 
is religious conſiderations. Both Philip II. and 
Lewis XIV, thought Proteſtants to be Wy . 
Whoſe aim it way to make diſturbance in the 


ind this is preciſely the character under which 
the 


j SPA 
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the zealots of. the church of England are continually 
exhibiting the Diſſenters, Though it is unqueſtion. 
able, that the Diſſenters in the late reigns were the 
beſt friends of the family on the throne, and the 
clergy in general diſaffected to it, wiſhing, and not 
very ſecretly, for the re-eſtabliſhment of the Stuart, 
they now have the aſſurance to charge #s with dif. 
affetion. And with the idea, however abſurd, that 
What they do is purely defeyſſve, and merely w 
prevent injury to themſelves (who they muſt knoy 
are placed far beyond the reach of our power, if | 


was our wiſh, to hurt them) would without re. C 
morſe be guilty of every outrage upon our pro. WW. 
perty, and our perſons too, that the heathens ul bre, 
Catholics ever gave into | be in 
9 eee nitho\ 

Our Saviour apprized his diſciples that by f pete 
who killed them would think they did God ſervice opinio 
Paul thought that he did right in perſecuting the WW ge be 


chriſtians, even unto death, and the bigoted Jem deout 
in general perſecuted through igHorawce, But wer i gere 
they, therefore, innocent? And did not the jul BY ne + 
 Judginents of God overtake that infatuated nation wing 
on this very account? There is a kind of ignorance 

that is highly eriminal, ariſing not only from neg. Bie 
leck of making enquiry, which leſelf arifes from BY ut 
erlminal prejudice, but from a feeret malignity . 129; in 
temper, Which conceals isfelf under the notion of BN weg 
zeal for religion, gage 


| -4 ſubject 
That perſons frequently miſtake the real mo- de inte 


tives of their own conduct, and thereby 1 not lam 
N wr 


On the Riots at Birmingham. 97 
wrong judgment of their own characters, is noto- 
rious. What man ever thought himſelf to be co- 
yetous, though all the world ſaw him to be fo in 
the extreme? Or what man ever thought himſelf 
proud, and yet pride is certainly not baniſhed from 
the world? Nay, did ever any man, except in re- 
lecting on his conduct afterwards, think himſelf 
bad huſband, a bad father, or a bad maſter? 
And yet there certainly are ſuch charaQters, Men 
aways find excuſes for their own conduct. | 


Can we wonder then, that no man ever thought 
timſelf to be u perſecutor? And is it not, there- 
fore, very poſſible, that the church of England may 
be in a high degree | intolerant and perſecuting, 
without acknowledging, or even ſeeing it, But the 
queſtion is, whether, notwithſtanding this good 
opinion of herſelf; ſhe be not truly ſo, and whether 
he be not liable to the juſt judgments of God on that 
edunt. Let the members of this church examine 
hernſelves on this head j and for this purpoſe I hall 
tike the liberty to furniſh them With a few queries, 
liſlhg from the preſent elreumſtanees of things. 


Did they not ** to the riots In Dirs 
mingharm wiſh myſelf, and ether eppeſers of the 
t&trine of the trinity, to be flleneed by other 
means than by argument ? Several of thoſe wha 
mgaged in publie controverſy with me on this 
ubjet gave fufficient intimation of their wiſh ſor 


mo, de interpoſition of the civil power, and I doubt 
mi de lamented that the circumſtances of the times 
rong H were 


gl Av en to thi Public © 
were unfavourable to ſuch a mode of Alenting us 


And what is perſecution, but the a 
firee in the place of argument ? 


Did thoſe who exclaimed the moſt agalnſt us 6 
much as read our writings It de well know 
that; when the queſtion has been put to many of 
them, nay have not only anſwered In the negs- 

tive, but have even expreſſed a kind of horror x 
the propoſal, and have ſtrongly difigded other 
from reading. Now What is this but @ proof of 
extreme bigotry And is not bigotry the natur 
parent of intolerance and perſecution f 


pplleatlon of 


. 


Did not great numbers of the elergy expreh 
real fatisfattion in the riots, when they heard tht 
the meeting: houſes, and every thing belonging i 
e, were deftroyed ; and would they have been 
ſorry if 1 had periſhed tee, manifeſtly illegal and 
unjuſt as this method of obtaining their end was! 
The clergyman who openly expreſſed the ſatisfic- 
tion he ſhould have in burning me alive was, I an 
informed, one of the weaker of his brethren, but! 
doubt not, he expreſſed the real ſentiments of many 
others“. Now every perſon who was not di- 
pleaſed with the act, is, in the eye of reaſon and of 


Ho far the ideas of ſome perſons went on this occaſion may 
be ſeen in the following paper written in a large print. hund, and found 
at Beaconsfield, ** It is eonfidently reported from Birmingham and 
% London, that ſhould the Diſſenters attempt any thing farther again 
« the king, church, or ſtate, they will provoke the true - patriot-re- 
4% ſentment, and nothing leſs will diſpenſe or ſatisfy them, but the ex. 
40 n of the whole race of Diſſenters from this kingdom, or total 
. « deſtruRtion to a man," | * 4 
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God, an abett6r of It, and a partaker of the'g = 
1 therefore leave le to the conſelehees of the'e dre 
In getiersl; and at leuſt thoſe who elafi With the 
church party; Whether this was Hot thelt cafe nd 
conſequently whether they 6iight not to alafh With 
perſeeutors, Little' do many of the clergy know 
what pri yy ars teally off of to What — th o 
oben 'thelr pfinelples, er tempere) Would 
them. it is not neeefſary, in order te be frm 
evt6rs, that they themſelves commit acts of vis= 
lenee. They mould be ſorry for them and enden - 

your bo prevent tem. 1 eie 
Perſpeutlen nen a ity of weeks, 00 iz 
nies reſfive, The edift ef Nantes was 
not revoked without many previous ſteps, and the 
ys y and he eourt of France ſhewed their II- will 

the Proteſtants by thwarting them, and harraſſin 
them, in many indire&' ways, before they threw off 
the maſk, 40 perſecuted openly. Still, chey did 

not allow N to be perſecutors, becauſe pro- 
teſtantiſm' was always tolerated in France, though 
on hard conditions, and Proteſtants were never by 
law excluded from civil employments, at the ap- 
pointment of the crown, as Diſſenters are in this 
country. But perſecution takes one ſorm in one 

place, and a different one in another. : 

939419500 G11 | vv ail 00 
In the WhqueRtiondbly perſecutiiig tes of 
Elizabeth, and the Stuarts, the Puritans were not 
put to death. But they were ſo much harraſſed in 
H 2 


various 
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various ways, that they were glad to take 
the men Give & Anas, — 
worſe chan deſert. Aut they preferred the n 


bourhood of the natural ſavages of America, to 
of the artificial, but mare cruel, ſavages of Europe, 
By perſeverance they conquered all their din. 
cultles, and when the hand of oppreſien was 
ſreeched. towards them in our own times, they 
nobly reſiſted, and canquered again in another way. 
The Ubemy of America was the proper parent of 
that of France; and thus, in the wordenful order 
of Divine Providence, has oppreſſion, civil and re- 


ligious, been the cauſe of a greater extenſion pi 


has: than the world bad SOT TIO Rr 


Ken ot ann will now induce 

the, deſcendants. of thoſe Puritans to join; their bre- 
chren in America, or the common ſons of liberty 
Acazer home either of whom would. receive them 


far advraneed, as that nothing can prevent its far- 
ther progreſs, And rich as this, country is hDaſted 
to be, \in, reſources. of all kinds, it is not, I. appre- 
hend, in ſo very flouriſhing a condition, as to. Ven- 
ture pon ſuch an experiment as that of the ex- 
pulſton of the Diſſenters from England (Which 

would have much more ſerlous conſequences than 
that of che Moriſco's from Spain) without greater 


American war had a Oighter me. 


wich / open arms. Let the governors of the cguntry 
attend $0-this canſideration, before che evil be ſo 


riſk than its moſt ſanguine friends would chuſe. The 
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the riots in Birmingham, and the animoſity againſt - 
the Dlſſenters is now more genetal, and more in- 
yeterate, than it ever was againſt the Americans. 


run Hapienti. Faun . 


mw well know that our enemies would: rejoice in 
our emigration “, without ever reflecting that pre- 
ding emigrations on ſimilar accounts have never 
diminiſhed the ſource from which they ſprung, 
Though the revocation of the edi&t of Nantz drove 
immenſe numbers of Proteſtants from France, the 
number within the country was not leſſened, To 
ertirpate ſectaries is not ſo eaſy a buſineſs as to ex- 
tipate offenſive plants, or animals; becauſe a man 
who is not a ſectary to-day may become one to- 
morrow. With care, the whole ſpecies of aſhes, 
or elms, for example, might be. extirpated; eſpe» 
cially in an iſland; But it would ſoon be found to 
be labour in vain, if oaks, beeches, and all other 
trees, ſhould be converted into aſhes or elms. In 
k&, to, extirpate Unitarians, may come to be the 
lame ing as to nn the Mun 


A trinitarian, in conſequence of Aalag wid 
thinking, may become an unitarian, as was the caſe 
with myſelf, It is poſſible that even a biſhop, and 
that biſhop he who now occupies the ſee of St. 
David's, may become an vunitarian, For though 
he ſome time ago declared that he had not read my 


Th e P ſeveral el of the high think piety 
files the vote. e 
Hz Hie 


alſo within the ſphere of 
biſhop may, as he ou 


t | 
ey 
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wo G Opinions concerning Chris, he fil 
may read it, and may be convinced by It It l 
„that an vnitarian 
t to * deelare himſelf 
one, and become a r . The ſame may be 
the caſe with thoſe of the learned lalty who C 
written in defence of the preſent church (eſtabliſh. 
ment“ and the converſion of ſuch men ag theſe 


may oy _— others any _; N 


70 thoſe who are at al mia wh hiſ- 


tory, I need not obſerve that the perſecution of the 


Proteſtants in France proved highly injurious to 
that kingdom, Men of property and of enter. 
terprize were the firſt to emigrate, and they ſoon 
drew others after them, and in à few years formed 
eſtabliſhments in foreign countries, which rivalled, 
and afterwards eclipſed, thoſe which they had left, 


Birmingham will not forget how much it owe 


to the ingenvity and ſpirit of one man, and that 


5 a Diſſenter, the father of one of thoſe whoſe 


property has been ſo wantonly deſtroyed, The 
difference between Birmingham and the fieighbour- 
ing towns is almoſt entirely owing to the ſpirited 


example of the late Mr. Taylor. Had he been 


* Ws. 1415 

* This m da the caſe with Burke himſelf, He is not del- 
titute of * any more 1 Ne, and therefore may 
come to ſee, and acknowledge, that one cannot be three, or three, ont, 
which * our 1 argument z and though it may be too much to ex- 


; 75 of him to read my Hiflory of early Opinions, or my Defences of 
itari 


arianiſm, he may read m cal to the ſerious Profeſſors of Chri/- 
tianity, mg! Coteral I View . e 2% Divinity or 
Pre-exiftence of . would not take an hour. 


treated 
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treated ax his ſon has been, and carried his enterpris « 
ing ſpirit into France, ſome town in that country 
might have been what Birmingham you My. | 


I hall uſt mention three other men now liv- 
ing, and all of them Diſſenters, whoſe ſpirit has ſo 
much improved, that they may be almoſt ſaid to 
have created, their ſeveral manufactures, from which 
this country already derives the greateſt honour 
ind advantage, Mr. Wedgwood, Mr. Wilkinſon, 
and Mr. Parker, Such men as theſe are the makers 
if countries z and yet ſuch men as theſe, if not theſe 
men themſelves, would the mad bigotry of this: 
country exult in ſeeing depart for France, America, 
or Ireland; and many would think themſelves 
happy in being quit of them. But what will their 
poſterity ſay, or Pang themſelves, a few you 
hence? | 


The French want nothing but the ae of 
the Engliſh method, and ſpirit, in trade, to rival us 
in all reſpects. They are not inferior in ingenuity, 
or induſtry i and ſeeing the wonderful effects of large 
capitals employed in manufactures and commerce, 
and eſpecially the ability which it affords of giving 
credit, they will from this time employ the money 
they get in trade to better purpoſes than the pur- 
chaſe of places, and titles. Having no court to look 
up to, and depend upon, they will immediately 
adopt our maxims, and the removal of a few Eng- 
liſh manufacturers and merchants may inſtantly: de- 

H 4 | cide 
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cide the difference in their ſavour. And What x 


creaſing debts, and enormouſly expenſive govern- 
ment, without any ſuperiority with reſpect to ma- 


diſſenting meeting - houſes, and dwelling - houſes, 
with the deſtruction of libraries, and philoſophical 
inſtruments, and drinking damnation to Preſby- 
terians, reſtore the balance in favour of England? 
This conduct has already, in the eyes of all Europe, 
covered the country with ſhame, and may be fol- 
lowed by ruin; and then repentance, which has 
not come yet, will come too late, ers 


| Conſidering the great number — Difanten ; in 
all the trading towns of the kingdom, and the num- 
ber of wealthy families who are continually going 
from the Diſſenters into the church, it may not 
much exceed the truth, if we ſuppoſe that one half 
of the wealth of the nation has been the acquiſition 


of Diſſenters. It is the opinion of many, that envy 


of the proſperity of Diſſenters was one conſiderable 
ſtimulus to the miſchief that was done to them at 
Birmingham. But the wanton deſtruction of wealth 
acquired by honeſt induſtry, is not the way to make 
a nation flouriſh, and enable it to bear its burdens 


The only effectuel nad of the evil, which 
has ſhewn wo at Birmingham, and which threatens 
the kingdom at large, is ſuch as the ſpirit of the 
clergy at preſent will very ill brook, It is * 


figure will this country then make, with its en 


nufactures and commerce? Will pulling down 
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leſs than making religious toleratiom complete; which 


it can never be ſaid to be, ſo long as any man ſhall 
be a ſufferer in his civil capacity on account of his 


religion. And ſince excluſion from places of truſt 
and emolument is no leſs a puniſhment than fine 
and impriſonment, and is'a ſtate of ignominy, which 
may be felt by ſome in the moſt ſenſible manner; 
to make the toleration complete, the Toft AF muſt 
be repealed, as well as all other penal ſtatutes in 
matters of religion. All this might be done, and 


creeds, her ſubſeriptions, her revenues, the ſeat of 
the biſhops in Parliament, and even the public uni- 
verſities, with every thing 


| ſyſtem of religion. 


But the church of England is not content to 
enjoy her proper prerogatives. She is, like moſt 
other eſtabliſhments, intolerant, and will not be 
fatisfied without the degradation at leaſt, of thoſe 
who diſſent from her. Dr. Johnſon ſaid, * the 
« Difſenters muſt not be admitted into the uni- 
| yerfities, becauſe that would be to furniſh 
& their enemies with arms.” But without having 
acceſs to the univerſities, the church of Englan 
has found that we are in no want 
offenſive or defenſive; and this jealous excluſion 
of us from the univerſities, and from other advan- 
tages Which ought to be common to all citizens, 


is the elreumſtanee which gives dur weapon their 
keeneſt edge. hes 
, 


pet the church be left in the full poſſeſſion of her 


elſe that can be deemed 
neceſſary to the moſt ner ePablifoment of any - 


of ſuch arms, 
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This completion of the toleration * in the 
* ſtate of this country; be the work of admi · 
niſtration, checking the blind and impolitic bigotry 
of the clergy, which it is in the power of out go - 


vernors to do effeQually, whenever they pleaſe, 


But if they. go on to thwart the Diſſenters, and ſup- 
port the high churchmen againſt them, the ſpirit of 
party will neceſſarily. increaſe, till perſecution, legal 
or illegal, will become extreme. However, any 
farther application to Patliament for this purpoſe 
by the Diſſenters would only inflame matters more 
than ever; as the clergy are fur from ſhewing any 
diſpoſition to relent in our favoury and without the 
leaſt regard to the political intereſt of the country, 
many ** them would proceed to any extremity, 
The advantage which the country, derives from this 
this church in ritual ought to be very great, to 


counterbalance what it may ſuffer by it in prall. 


If the ſtate of the church of England with re- 
ſpe& to the whole of the Britiſh empire be con- 
red by the members of it, they will fee the 
greateſt reaſon for moderation, and how Impollele 
it muſt be to indulge that ſpirit of perſecution 
which has broke out at Birmingham, and has 
manifeſted-ltfelf in many other places The Britiſh 
_ beſides England, embraces Scotland, Ire- 

„ and Canada, in all which countries but a 
ſmall number of the inhabitants are of her com- 


munion. Were theſe added to the Diſſenters in 


England, and joined to thoſe within the pale of the 
church who diſapprove of its Wen but have not 


the 
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the courage to break their connection with it, there 
"5 is little doubt, but they would make a majority of 
7 the ede. 0 e 07 eee e e F 
. Beſides, all who are not Diſſenters muſt not, 
— therefore, be numbered among the proper adhe- 
f rents of the eſtabliſhed church. Becauſe the great 
\| maſs of them have no preference for it, but becauſe 
Y it is the eſtabliſhed church; and no obſerving per- 
e ſon can doubt, but that if Mr. Lindſey's Unitarian 
e Liturgy ſhould be patronized by government, and 
y i few of the more zealous of the clergy ſhould not 
e ſound the alarm, not one perſon in a hundred 
yould make any complaint of it. en 
i Still leſs can thoſe who attend no public worſhip 
1 at all, who abound in the higheſt and loweſt elaſſes 


of the r be fairly reckoned to belong to 
iy church; and in all large manufacturing and 
eommerelal towns, in which eonfiſt the great re- 
ſources of the nation, they who attend public wor- 
ſhip of any kind bear but a ſmall proportion to the 
reſt, In Birmingham, at leaſt fixty thouſand out 
of ſeventy are of this claſs; and of the remainder 
more perſons attend publle worſhip en, of the 
pariſh churches than ia them, In many parts of 
- South Wales, and eſpecially in the dioceſe of St. 
0 David's, I am informed that the pariſh churches 
m- are almoſt deſerted, while the meeting- houſes are 
in numerous and full. 


10t In fact, therefore, the true intereſt of the church 
the of England, in the whole empire, is not great. It 
| has 


944 
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has but little hold on the minds of the people; and 
is ſupported by other means than a cordial appro. 
bation of it, and attachment to it. Her dependance 
is not upon ber/elf, but upon the mere will and 
wer of the crown, which may change to-morroy, 
tz therefore, certainly does not become her to be 


In this ſtate of things, alſo, It is certainly the 
beſt policy in the erown to favour toleratlon, rather 
than perſecution, and to convince every part of the 
empire, divided as the inhabitants of it are with re. 
ſpect to religion, that no difference of (%% kind will 
have any influence in efvi/ Watters, Rut at preſent, 
this country, which uſed to pride itſelf, and with 
reaſon, on its pre=eminence with reſpect to /ibety, 
is far behind many other natlens of Europe, to ſay 
nothing of America, and diſcovers a diſpoſition to 
recede, rather. than to advance, with reſpect to 
liberty, elvil or religious, Wer 


1 


SECTION 
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The Conmelufton, containing Refledtiont on the Power of 
| Ne.ligion in general, 


I 8HALL cloſe theſe Reflefions with 
ſome relating to religion properly ſo called; as it has 
its ſeat in the mind, and influences the temper and 
conduEt ; and with theſe I particularly wiſh to im- 
preſs my chriſtian readers, Other perſons do not 
jeed to proceed any farther, as What follows will te 
ther be like ſomething in an unknown tongue, 


SECTION x. 


Having had a religious education, and ori- 
ginally a delleate conſtitution, I had from my early 
years & thoughtful and ferilous turn of mind, 1 
have alſo ever been I. attentive to hiſtories 
of perſecution, and the ſtate of men's minds in thoſe 
trying circumſtances, This will appear from my 
publications, Several of my printed Diſcourſes re- 
late to this ſubjet, much of my Church Hiſtory 
(much more than is uſual in works of. that extent) 
is appropriated to narratives of that kind, and 1 
made a ſeparate re- publication, with a large Preface, 
of An Account of the Sufferings of two eminent French 
Proteftants, Monfieur Marolles and Lewis le Frvre. 
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Having myſelf experienced ſomething that may 
be called perſecution, on account of the freedom of 
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my religious principles, in my firſt ſettlement, and 
+ having ſinee that time had much experietice in re- 
liglous controverſy, mere & hp however atto- 
elous, never affected me mich; much leſs, I belleve, 
than it does moſt other perſons; and of late years, ! 
can truly ſay that it is as - as pofflble a matter 
of perfect indifference to me, from whatever quarter 
it has come, Of ſufferings of this kind, It 1s pro- 
bable that few men have ever had à greater ſhare, 


almoſt every poſſible kind of evil paving —— of 
enemies has 
ppro- 


we, though Tun But the reproach o 
been more than compenſated by the warm a 
bation and attachment of friends, of which alſo 1 
have had my full ſhare, enough to encourage any 
man to perſevere in well doing, and even to bear 
any ſufferings on that account. 


Z3ut though I had read and reflected much on 
the feelings of chriſtians in a ſtate of perſecution, 
and neyer doubted but that, in ordinary caſes, their 
| Joys far exceeded their ſorrows, I could not knw 
that they did ſo to the degree in which I can truly, 
and I hope without much vanity (for in this I 
mean nothing but the inſtruction and eficourage- 
ment of my readers) ſay that I have lately found it. 
It is only in trying ſituations that the full force of 
religious principle is felt, and that its real energy 
can ſhow itſelf, And firmly believing, from the 
doctrine of philoſophical neceſſity, that the hand of God 
is in all events, that in all caſes men are only his 
' inſtruments ; that under his ſure guidance all aw 
will terminate in good, and that nothing ſo =_ 
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ally promotes any good cauſe, by drawing men's 
tention to It, as the perſecution of Its advocates, 
all that 1 have ſuffered, and all that 1 ean ſuffer, has, 
n many ſeaſbns of the ealmeſt refle&tion upon it, 
appeared as nö bing, and leſt than nothing. 


J confider this perſeeutlen (for fo 1 ſhall call It, 
though my enemies will, of eourſe, eonfider It as the 
puniſhment of my evil deeds, and even much leſt 
than J deſerve) let it be carried to what extent it 
will, as a certain prognoſtic of the prevalence of 
every great truth for which I have contended ; and 
this proſpect, together with the idea of my being an 
inſtrument in the hand of providence of promoting 
the ſpread of important truth, by /uffering as well as 
by aFing, has given me at times ſuch exalted feelings 
of devotion (mixed, as ſentiments of devotion ever 
vill be, with the pureſt good-will towards all men, 
my bittereſt enemies not excepted) as I had but an 
jmperſect idea of before. If the future peace of the 
country, and the ſafety of my friends did not re- 
quire it, I would not have a ſingle ſacrifice made 
to public juſtice, Both the inſtigators of the late 
riolences, and their blind agents in them, ſhould 
go without any other puniſhment, than what, if 
they eyer come to a juſt ſenſe of things, they will 
ſufficiently inflict upon themſelves, 


Admitting that our perſecutors really imagined 
that they were doing right, and promoting the 
cauſe of truth, in their late outrages, yet the feel- 
ings of the man who does an injury, with whatever 

| view, 
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view; cannot be without & mixture of malevolence, 
in eonſ#quence of his rejoleing in that injury; 4 
fontiment unworthy of a de and by which he 
will feel his mind debaſed, Whereas the ſentiment WM gage u 
of the pureſt benevolence eaſily mix with thoſe of WE got, in 
4 in the mind of the man who unjuſtly ir: conſeq 


the injury, and who is ſatisfied that he is promoting WW This, 1 
the cauſe of truth, and conſequently the beſt in- oxalted 
tereſts' of mankind, by his ſufferings, ' When, ſince WW part of 
my late diſaſter, I have given, ſcope to ſuch re- toned, 
flections as theſe, I have had ſenſations of joy and ef 
exultation which I ſhould in vain attempt to de- 80 
ſeribe; and in general they have immediately ſuc- WW evil will 
ceeded the moſt lively ſenſe that roms ch ny yere it 
4 07 pachirns 2 e cdeger my forn 
my pened, I 
What I have fuffered in my perde b is in a man- for cont; 
ner nothing, and with reſpect te all the common Wi der tho 
wants of nature, I have had ſuch reſources in my dd. B. 
friends, and in thoſe whom I did not before know to | acquiz 
be my friends, as few perſons in my ſituation could 
have found. But corporeal ſufferings are not thoſe As t 
which give men the greateſt anguiſh. Mental un- de, on 
eaſineſs is much more dreadful than bodily pain; I dcertain 
and the deſpondency of ſome friends, the ſufferings 


to which others of them may be expoſed, and the 
marks of prejudice 1 in ſome wii I had not con- 
ſidered as enemies, have ſometimes given me feel- 

ings peculiarly unpleaſant. Alſo, the idea of my 
not being able, at my time of life, to replace my 
papers, library, and appfratus ; the interruption of 


all my purſuits, and the uncertainty of my future 
; | proſpects, 
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rofpedts, cannot but fore times be painful te me, 
* notwithſtanding this, when I have attended tg 
the eanfiderations hefore mentioned, I have even 
been able te rejoice that 1 had ſo much to loſe 
ſnee without ſome ſacrifice of this nature, I ſhould 
not, in reality, have ſuſtained any loſk at all, and 
conſequently ſhould have had nothing to boaſt of, 
This, I own, is a ſentiment that is not of the moſt 
exalted nature, but I hope it is innocent; and as 
part of my real feelings,” not improper to be men- 


Fond, ame- my! other ſources of conſolation. 


1 


80 fully am I porfhaceld; that more good than 
vil will reſult from what has happened to me, that, 
yere it in my power, I would not be reſtored to 
ny former ſituation. Had the late events not hap- 
ned, ſhould; of courſe, have wiſhed, and prayed, 
br continuing as I was. For no man, I believe, 
ger thought himſelf more happily ſituated: than I 
6d. - But Providence having now declared itſelf, 
ca _ even gn in the ene en 802 
As to * 8 atk which I bac in 
new, one of which was to trace the origin, and 
leertain the nature, of Autient Idolatry, in order to 
emonſtrate the value of revelation, another to con- 
inue my Churab Hiſtory, to the preſent times; a 
bird to publiſn my Motes and: Paraphraſe on the 
New Teament; and a fourth, to complete what Þ had 
ndertaken of the New Tranſlation of the Scriptures, 
Nen either that theſe works were not want ' 


cd or that they will be * dgne by other 
[ 
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IF life, and the proper 
I ſhall reſume, at leafy ſome of them, as well as 


my philoſophical experiments; and if not, I ſhall 
conſole myſelf with this verſe of Milton z 


Ba. They: alſo ſerve, who only ſtand and wait.” 


I am ready and willing to labour, and to the utmoſt 
of my ability, whenever my er ſhall be Gen me. 


1 hope alſo that I ſhall not be h e 
for deriving ſome conſolation from the thought, 
that though my library and apparatus be deſtroyed, 
I made ſome conſiderable uſe of them while I had 
them, and therefore that I have not lived in vain, 
Of this conſolation my enemies cannot deprive. me; 
nor, if my life be continued, and my affairs be in 
any meaſure re-eſtabliſhed, will any thing that [ 
have yet ſuffered, damp my ardour in freſh pur- 
ſuits ; and having the advantage of years and expe- 
rience, I may yet live to ſerve, not my country in 
particular, but mankind, and the world, of which 
I am now become more a citizen at large, 

Ul 

As to comtinients of life, I was never very 
anxious about it, My writings ſhew that I do not 
conſider death in itſelf as any great evil; and a vio- 
lent death, which is all that men can inflict, is not, 
in general, ſo much to be dreaded as many diſeaſes, 
Perſecution is not to be courted by any chriſtian, 
Death is never to be ſought, but to be avoided, 
and no man can tell how he ſhall behave in any 
very new and tryirg ſituation, But I truſt * the 


means, be continued to me, | 


' = &@ ot 
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ſame principles which have ſupported me hitherto: 


vill carry me through any trials that may yet re- 


main for me. 


A hams: an 1 rayfel * my Friends, 
with recounting my ſeveral migrations, which, 
though never of my own ſeeking, have been more 
numerous than thoſe of any of my acquaintance; 
when I always faid that, having now obtained 
a happier ſituation in all reſpects, than I ever 
had before, I hoped. I ſhould never remove any 
more, and that I did not even wiſh: to be, in any 
reſpect, happier than I was, in this World. In 
every change of ſituation, I uſed to ſay; the diffi- 
culty of my removing had been encreaſed by the 
accumulation of my books and ohiloſophical in- 
ſtruments; but that, at Birmingham, my library and 


apparatus were become ſo conſiderable, that it was 


abſolutely impoſſible for me ever to remove to any 
other place. But now I am light enough, and can 
move with more eaſe than ever, ready, at a mo- 
ment's warning, to go wherever it ſhall pleaſe di- 
vine providence to call me, 


In general, the mind of man ſoon recovers its 
uſual level, whatever it has been; ſcenes of proſ- 
perity or adverſity only — a temporary im- 


preſſion upon it. Since, therefore, I have hitherto 


enjoyed a good ſhare of uniform chearful ſpirits, 
vithout being ſubject to the extremes of elevation 
or depreſſion, 1 have little doubt but that the ſame 
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Aue dss of mind will n e . 


Whatever may "= remain of life, | 


* Morgover, the ame ab bete which "oa 
accompanied me, will, I doubt not, accompany my 
children, who, being educated in good principles, 


will, I truſt, have no leſs ardour of mind than I 


have had in every laudable purſuit that ſhall be 
within their reach. In this caſe I ſhall not be ſorry 

to have been their parent, though they ſhould be 
expoſed to greater ſufferings than I have been called 
to endure, in an equally good cauſe; and they will 
not be aſnhamed of their father, who has ſet them 
the example of it. Laſtly, having acted a worthy 
\, and generous part in life, in the purſuit of truth and 

the Practice of virtue, I ſhall hope to meet them, 
and my other chriſtian friends, in a better world, 
where we' ſhall have nothing to fear from oo vio- 
| m__ __ . than en borer _ 
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the preſs, there has appeared a pamphlet intitled 
Thoughts on the late Riot at Birmingbam, written 
evidently by a high churchman (though in an A4. 
wth/ment prefixed to it, he ſays he has * no par Y 
 yiews, or intolerant ſpirit) which abundantly juſ- 
tiies all that I have advanced concerning perſons 
of that deſcription, It is, in fact, nothing leſs than 
a declaration of war againſt all Diſſenters, who ſhall 
preſume to write any thing againſt the eſtabliſhed 
church, threatening us with utterdeſtruction. With 
u writing is turbulence, and ſuch turbulence as 
will authorize open hoſtility of every kind, Such 
ls the unavoidable inference from the following 


puſſage, p. 32. 


It is not too late for the Diſſenters to recover 
"the character of peaceable citizens, which rhey 
have loſt by their late political interference. It was 
thought that many of them ſinned againſt the peace 


* of the public through inadvertency, and that they 
13 © wy 
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tt only wanted ſome inſtructive fa# to convince 


ee them of the tendency of what they were about, 
te and to incline them to ſhew themſelves the harm. 


« leſy profeſſors of a peaceful religion? Such a 
te fa&t has happened, and the nation is waiting to 
te ſee what effect it will have on them. If it is ſuch 
« as to ſhew that they have erred through want of 


© conſideration, an act of oblivion is ready to be 
, paſſed on all their former miſconduct. But if 


« the ſame reſtleſs and turbulent ſpirit is ſtill ſeen 
&« working among them, farewel candour, forbear. 
er ance, and concord. There will be an extinction 
t of all the, charities that chriſtianity inculcates be. 
« tween the different perſuaſions, and hoſtilities will 
ti commence, that will probably never end till the 


t one has effected the deſtruction of the other,” 


What could Dominic himſelf have ſaid more to 
his purpoſe, at the head of his cruſaders ? And what 
have we done more than the perſecuted Albigenſe 
did to provoke this violence? What have we done 
more than the primitive chriſtians, or than the re- 
formers from popery did, in their time, that is, 
write in defence of our principles, and with a view 
to this, expoſe thoſe of our adverſaries, and al- 
moſt univerſally when they were the aggreſſors, and 
we were treated in the moſt inſulting manner ? For 
#his all candour is 80 OR and de- 


ſtruction threatened. 


At length, hon, we are come ron ih And 


ſince with us reſiſtance would be in vain, and in 
Our 


clarati 
p. 22, 
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our opinion unchriſtian, we muſt bear all the malice 
of our ehemies, or abandon the country, For we 
ſhall never abandon the defence of our principles 
u we have hitherto done, that is, by writing. 


According to this writer, Difſenters muſt neither 
write about religion nor politics. * As to the im- 
provement of the conſtitution,” | he ſays, p. 49, 
„ leave it to other hands.” This, then, is a thing 
that we have no intereſt in, Conſequently, we are 
already to be conſidered as no better than aliens, 
which is another reaſon why we ſhould go to ſome 
country, where we may be treated as citizens, 


Inconſiſtently enough, however, with the de- 
claration of hoſtility quoted above, this writer ſays, 
p. 22, © The unitarian Diſſenters are not yet of ſuf. 
" ficient conſequence to give any apprehenſions,” 
Why then all this rage, and buſtle? Is the Britiſh 
lon ſo tormented with a fly? Have the high 
church people burned our meeting-houſes and 
dwelling-houſes, with every thing belonging to us, 
without the excuſe of having ſomething to fear 


from us? What then would they do if we gave 


them real cauſe of fear? 


In the opinion of this writer, and all of his 
party, it was I who was the proper cauſe of the riot, 
and of all the miſchief that was occaſioned by it. 
©Tis you,” fays he, p. 16, in his ſarcaſtic way, 
* meek divine, peaceable philoſopher, that did, in 

fact, ſet the populace afloat, and bring it down 


we ee upon 
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t upon a erouded town, like” a deſtructive engine, 
tie that threatened general devaſtation. ' In vain, 
t therefore, you ſeek to ſhift off the blame of this 
*+ event from yourſelf, by endeavouring to fix it on 
i others. The country conſiders you as the prin- 
i elpal cauſe of the miſehlef, and the utmoſt that 
% eandour Itfelf can ſay in your behalf Ia, chat per- 
haps you did not intend the ebnſequenees, and 
« are, independent of the loſſes you have (uſtained, 
« RY ſorry that they happened, ” 


C ym reading this, any firanger would natu- 
rally conclude, that it was 1 that raiſed the rioters, 
and headed them, but that afterwards they turned 
upon myſelf; and not that they were raiſed and'in- 
ſtigated by my enemies, and that I was their firſ 
victim. On the idea, however, that I was the 
aggreſſor in this buſineſs, and taking it for granted, 
that I muſt ſee it in the ſame light as himſelf, he is 
ſurprized, p. 3, 17, to find nothing of penitence in 
my Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. But 
| what have I to repent of? Is it my writings, in 
defence of truth and liberty? I am ſo far from 
repenting, that I glory in them, and in the ſame 
circumſtances, I would have done the ſame; and 
while I am capable of writing at all, I ſhall con- 
tinue to write in the ſame manner, as opportunity 
offers, With reſpect to the riot, if I repent at all, 
it muſt be for the crimes of others, But though | 
cannot repent of them, I can truly ſay I am deeply 
concerned for them, and deſirous that thoſe who ate 
guilty may repent. As thingy are, it 1 enough for 
8 me, 


bon hes en the Riot at Birmingham 1 
me, as a chriſtian, to forgive thoſe who have of: 
endet! me, whenever they repent, More than this 
j not requlred of any man. Let thoſe then who. have 
burned my houſe, or have inſtigated others to burn 
|t, do thelr duty, and I ſhall be ready to do mine. 


This writer himſelf, this abettor of the burning 
of houſes, libraries, and philoſophical inſtruments, 
u an anſwer to arguments, only pretends to find my 
inſtruments of JeſtruQion in my writing. Cu- 
« rioſity,” he ſays, p. 16, “ would prompt the 
« people to read for themſelves”! (I only wiſh they 
were diſpoſed to do ſo, eſpecially at Birmingham) 
« where a man that was diſtinguiſhed by ſuch. ſen- 
* timents' (whatever, then, it was that was dan- 
gerous about me, they were but ſentiments) © was 
«an inhabitant. They opened one of his books, 
© and there found that the man who had quietly 
enjoyed the exerciſe of his religion threatened the 
te deſtruction of theirs.” But did not I allow to 
others the ſame liberty that I took myſelf; and how -?/ 
did I threaten others, except in the ſame manner as 
others had threatened me, viz. by writing? 


In the ſame manner, in vindication of the juſt- 
neſs of his charge againſt me as the proper author 
of all the miſchief, he ſays, p. 17, © I call the whole 
e nation to witneſs,” Now what can the whole 
nation witneſs beſides my writings, which are open 
- them all, and which I ſincerely wiſh they would 
read? . Wis Lily 


'* He likewiſh ſays, p. 17, that this ch 


inſt. me wa be 
papers of the wender.“ If . 


* ſubſtantiated by producing 
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po the whole of the turbulence this writer 
aſeribes to me conſiſts in nothing but my writings, 


is farther evident from his cenſure of my treatment 


of civil eſtabliſhments of chriſtianity in my Letter 
to. Mr. Burke, in which, replying to an orator, who 
had not been ſparing of his metaphors on the other 

| fide, I had made uſe of ſome which appeared to me 
| to be applicable on mine, comparing thoſe eſtab- 
| liſhments, which were unknown in the primitive 
and ſounder ages of the church, but were intro. 
duced in a late and more corrupt ſtate, to a fungus, 
c. How remote,” ſays he, p. 18, © is this from 
* the language of a peaceable man.“ But, ſurely, 
it is not more remote from peace, than the burn- 
ing of a houſe is from the anſwering of an argu- 
ment. However, it is evident that, in this writer's 
idea, I cannot write. at all, at leaſt to any purpoſe, 
and employ either regen or imagination, without 
breaking the peace, and incurting the penalties an- 
nexed to that offence, I ſhould have been happy, 
however, if my conduct had been. conſidered in 
that light, and my enemies had contented them. 
ſelves with proſecuting tne in any legal method for 
_ breaking the peace, It would have been a curious 
trial, and would not, 1 preſume, have ended us 
did the riots at hy 
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As @ farther reaſon why 1 ſhould not have 
written any thing againſt the church (which, it 
ſeems, does not like to be moleſted) he alleges my 
wt being of it. © This pacific divine, and phi- 
« loſopher,” he ſays, p. 6, © meddles with the 
« concerns of a ſociety to which he does not be- 
long.” But do the clergy govern themſelves 
by the ſame maxim? Have they never volup- 
tarily attacked the Diſſenters ? Did Mr. Madan get 
himſelf admitted into any of our ſocieties before he 
wrote againſt us? Was not he, then, guilty of mett- 
ding with the concerns of a ſociety to which he 
did not belong, even more than myſelf, as he was 
the aggreſſor in the controverſy, But the maxim 
itſelf is abſurd, It becomes every mian to defend 
truth, and attack error, wherever he finds it. Every 
man is of the ſociety, of mankind, and ſhould not 
ſee his brethren go aſfray, or in any reſpe& injure 
themſelves, without endeavouring to ſerve them, 
Did not the primitive chriſtians meddle with the 
affaifs of the heathens, and the Proteſtants with 
thoſe of the Catholics, though they did hot belon 
to their ſocleties? And did they not meddle wit 
them in the ſame manner in which 1 have med- 
dled with the church of England, vis. by ſpeaking 
and Writing 1 and many of them wrote In a much 
more irritating manner than 1 have ever done, and 
were unjverſally admired for It. 


DiMnters; however, have juſt eauſt of mee» 
dung with the ehuren of England; ( long us It la 


1 national aburrb, and they, as Well as the feſt — 
| ie 


224 Stricburet on a Pamphlet entitled 
. the community, contribute towards the | mainte. 
nance of it, For every man is concerned to ſee 
that he has the-value of that for which he gives 
his money. The Diſſenters are much more a ſo- 
ciety with which the members of the church of 
England have no buſineſs to meddle, as they do 
not contribute to the ſupport of our worſhip, 
According to this writer, Diſſenters have nothing 
to do with either the church or the ate, hut mult 
be paſſive lookers on in every thing; patiently 
bearing every burden that is laid upon them. 


, 


From the whole of this performance, which, 
whether coming from any authority of not, evi 
dently ſpeaks the language of all the high church 

rty, it is evident that we are to receive blows 
words, and fire and ſword for argument. Let 
them then go to their purpoſe; and proceed as they 
have begun to burn, vis: our houſes and meet! 
houſes, and ourſelves too, if they ean find vs in 
them j for that was thelr intention at Birmingham. 
We alſo ſhall defend ourſelves as we have hitherto 
done, I. e. with more writing, and more arguments. 
All men, and all animals; faturally have recourſ 
to ſuch weapons as they find themſelves furpiſhed 


with, and are molt expert in the uſe of z and innig - 


nificant as Ours may appear, in compariſon with 
theirs, they will be found more effectual. We 
will fay as the noble Florentine faid te the French 
king and his effieers, * De you ſound your trum⸗ 
i pets, and we Will ring eur bells.“ 
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This writer: ſays, p. 12, that © as a philoſopher 

«| know ſomething of human nature, and how 

« jrritable men are on the ſubject of their national 

« religionz” and p. 51, that my “ political ani- 

« madverſions did not act merely on the under- 

« ſtandings of men, but that they took hold of their 

(« paſſions.” This, indeed, we have found to our . 
colt. But it is likewiſe well known that paſſion 
redominates- moſt where there is the greateſt de- 
ciency of reaſon, The primitive chriſtians alſo, and 

ke firſt Proteſtants, found that their adverſaries had 

nſſions, which they were always ready to oppoſe to 5 
the dictates of reaſon; and that, having as little to | 
ky for themſelves, they were as irritable as the 
ligh church party at Birmingham, But this elr- 
etiſtanee was no ſufficient motive with the pri- 

five chriſtians; or the Proteſtants, for ſilence, 

wor will le be any with us; and if this writer, or 

Ms frlends, Imagine that the riots In Birmingham 

vill flenee us; and produce no writing, he will be 
greatly miſtaken Indeed. I foreſee a deluge of 
pmphlets en the occaſion, and if he had wiſhed 

that there ſhould be no writing on our fide; he 

hould not have publiſhed on his. TE 


if this Writes be ſurprised at Hinding nothing 
pehitehtial in my Letter to the Inhabitants ef Bir- * 
Mlgharn ethers Will be as much fürprised en 


ding nothing ef conmiferation in his Pamphlet, 

txept for the Wretehes whom he e a0 . 
de executed for what they did in the bufinefh, Of 
| = | this 
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this he has drawn an affecting picture indeed, as of 
the ſufferings of ſo many martyrs to the church, 
__ and to religion. * This riot,“ he ſays, p. 3, t will 
te be followed with the ſacrifice of many lives on 
* the altar of public juſtice. Diſconſolate women 
« are ſoon to take their laſt embrace of their huſ. 
& bands; children to ſhriek at the ſight of their fa 
te thers ſuſpended before their own doors, and heart. 
te broken parents to follow their ſons. to the fatal 


tree, ſome of whom, had they not been put in 
motion by the ferment his writings have contri. 


ee huted to. raiſe, had never diſturbed the peace of 


ee ſbeſety. Had there been any ſympathy in the 
« heart that diftated the letter, on the events that 
tt muſt draw ſuch calamities after them, there had 
e fſurely been one line expreſſive of ſuch a ſenſation 
Let the reader find it, if he can.” And let the 
reader look through this whole pamphlet, and 
find, if he can, any thing like ſuch a fellow-feeling 
for the innocent ſufferers, that he here expreſſes for 
the wicked authors of their ſufferings. In a Note, 
however, en this paſſage (which 1 ſuppoſe he 
thought toe eloquently written te be loſt) the authot 
is happy “ to find that his ideas were not fully juſti: 
te fled by the iſſbe of the Hate affiges held at War: 
« wick,” Indeed, the incomparable behaviour ef 
the magiſtrates and of the jury, and the proper fe- 
preſentations made to the king, have happily ſaved 

this writer and his friends much of the pain which 
they expected from the cruel and unmerited ſuffer- 
inge of their lot cburebmen, Had our * 


127 Thoughts on the Riot ar Birmingham, 


deen ten times greater than they have been, fo 


much greater would have been their pious exulta- 
tion over us. 


I do not unden to animadvert upon every 
thing that deſerves animadverſion in this pamphlet, 
| but I cannot conclude theſe ſtrictures without ob- 
ſerving that, as a compliment to the church of 
England, againſt which Diſenters muſt not write, 
the author ſays, p. 11, * lays it any reſtraint on the 
* ſpirit of enquiry, and how then is it hoſtile to 
* the cleareſt truth?” Is then ſubſcription to the 
thirty=nine articles at an age in which it is impoſ- 
ſible for perſons to have ſtudied them, no reſtraint 
on the ſpirit of enquiry; and is not every reſtraint 
on the ſpirit of enquiry neceſſarily hoſtile to truth ? 
But no man can ſee the darkeſt ſpot on his own 
forehead, Otherwiſe this writer could not but have 


been ſenſible of this, and many other moſt glaring 
* in his publication 


. 
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VI. 


oy Ve Hast. ddl privately cireulated in 
ham, . Digi before the Riots. 


uy ery + 


Tin ſecond year of Gallic liberty is negrl 
txpired, At the commencement of the third, on the 14t 
of this month, it le devoytly to be wiſhed, that every ene- 
my to elvil and religious deſpotiſm would give his ſanRion 
to the mie common cauſe, by a public celebration of the 
unjverſary, Remember that on the 14th of July the Baſ- 
tile, that “High Altar and Caſtle of Deſpotiſm“ fell. Re- 
member the enthuſiaſm, peculiar to the cauſe of Liberty, 
vith which it was attacked, Remember that generqus 
humanity that taught the oppreſſed, groaning under the 
weight of inſulted rights, to ſave the lives of oppreſſors 
Extinguiſh the mean prejudices of nations; and let your 
numbers be collected, and ſent a E frop-mill oed . 
the National Afembly. -' 15 193% e 

But is it poſſible to be chat pr own Parliament is 
yenal? Your Minier bypocritical? - Your Clergy legal 
WY ts e ö 
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of u certaln great Perſonage becom „e A 
welghty for the head that wears it? 1 welghty for the 
_ 1 gave it? Your taxes partial and exceſſive} 
our repreſentation a eruel inſult upon the ſacred rights of 
property, religion, and freedom ? _ 
But on the 14th of this month, prove to the polltical (ys 
cophants of the day, that You reverence the Ollve Branch, 
that You will ſacrifice to public tranquility, till the wr 
rity fall exclaim, The Peace of Slavery is worſe than the 
War of Freedom, Of that PEmAnt let Tee beware 


Fr 


15 Letter to the Inhabitat 7 Neil 


My! late Trans and Neighbours, | 
AFTER living with you eleven —_ in | which 
you had uniform experience of my peaceful behaviour, in 
my attention to the quiet duties of my profeſſion, and thoſe 
of philoſophy, I was far from expecting the injuries which 
I and my friends have lately received from you. But you 
have been miſled. - By hearing the Diſſenters, and particu- 


0 larly the Unitarian Diſſenters, continually railed at, as ene- 


mies to the preſent government, in church and ſtate, you 
have been led to conſider any injury done to us as a meri- 
torious thing; and not 1 been better informed, the 

means were not attended to. When the obje&? was right, 
you thought the meant could not be wrong. By the diſ- 
courſes of your teachers, and the exclamations of your 
ſuperiors in general, drinking confuſion and damnation to 
us (which is well known to have been their frequent prac- 
tice) your bigotry has been excited to the higheſt pitch, and 
nothing having been ſaid to you to moderate your paſſions, 
Oy SDS ry . 


ſideration 
Wi 
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| (deration/on your part, or on theirs, who ought to have 
known, and taught you better, you were prepared for 

every ſpecies of outrage 3 thinking that Whatever you 
could do to ſpite and injure us, was for the ſupport of go- 
vernment, and. eſpecially the church. In deſtroying us, 


fy. you have been led to think, you did God and your country 
ch! the moſt ſubſtantial ſerviee, | 

Jo- Happlly, the minds of Engliſhmen have an horror of 
the murder, and therefore you did not, I hope, think of that 


though, by your clamorous demanding of me at the Hotel, 
it is probable, that at that time, ſome of you intended me 
ſome perſonal injury, But what is the value of life, when 
every thing is done to make it wretched? In many caſes, 
there would be greater mercy in diſpatching the inhabi- 
tants, than in burning their houſes. However, I infinitely | 
prefer what I feel from the ſpoiling of my goods, to the dif. 
poſition oſ thoſe who have miſled you. 

You have deſtroyed the moſt truly valuable and uſeful 
| apparatus of philoſophical inſtruments, that perhaps any 


S 


- individual, 1 in this or any. other country, was ever poſſeſſed 
in of; in my uſe of which I annually ſpent large ſums, with 
ofe no pecuniary view whatever, but only in the advancement 
ich of ſcience, for the benefit of my country, and of mankind, 
you You have deſtroyed a library correſponding to that appa- 
eu- ntus,” which no money can re- purchaſe, except in a long 
ne- courſe of time. But what I feel far more, you have de- 
you ſroyed manuſeripts,, which have been the reſult of the la- 
eri- borious ſtudy; of many years, and which I ſhall never be 
the able to re-compoſe; and this has been done to one who 
zht, never did, or imagined you any harm. 

di- I know nothing more of the hand- bill which i is fd a0 
our have enraged you ſo much, than any of yourſelves, and I 
1 to diſapprove of it as much; though it has been made the 


oſtenſible handle of doing infinitely more miſchief than any 
thing of that nature could poſſibly have done. In the cele- 
bration of the French Revolution, at which I did not at- 
* the par en aſſembled on the * only expreſſed 
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as all ſober citizens, of every perſuaſion have long wiſhed 
for. And though, in anſwer to the groſs and unprovoked 
calumnies of Mr. Madan, and others, I publicly vindicated 


conduct of yours has any tendency to ſerve your cauſe, or 


well as my houſe, library, and apparatus, ten more perſons, 


ever aimed at it. 


| we return you bleſſings for curſes; and pray that you may 
Which the inhabitants of Birmingham were formerly di- 


R 
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their joy in the emancipation of a neighbouring nation 


from tyranny, without intimating a defire of any thing 


more than ſuch an improvement of our own conſtitution, 


my principles as a Diſſenter, it was only with plain and ſober 
argument, and with perfect good humour. We are better 
inſtructed in the mild and forbearing ſpirit of chriſtianity, 
than ever to think of having recourſe to violence; and can 
you think ſuch conduct as yours any recommendation of 


your religious principles in preference to ours ? 
You are till more miſtaken, if you imagine that this 


to prejudice ours. It is nothing but rea/on and argument 


that can ever ſupport any ſyſtem of religion. Anſwer 
our arguments, and your buſineſs is done ; but hay- 


ing recourſe to violence, is only a proof that you have 
nothing better to produce.” Should you deſtroy myſelf as 


of equal or ſuperior ſpirit and ability, 'would inſtantly riſe 
up. If thoſe ten were deſtroyed, an hundred would appear; 
and believe me, that the church of England, which you 
now think you are ſupporting, has received a greater blow 
by this conduct of yours, than eaten my friends have 


Beſides, to abuſe thoſe who have no power of makin 
reſiſtance, is equally cowardly-and brutal, peculiarly un- 
worthy of Engliſhmen, to ſay nothing of chriſtianity, which 
teaches us to do as we would'be done by. In this buſineſs 
we are the ſheep, and you the wolves. We will preſerve our 
character, and hope you will change yours. At all events, 


ſoon return to that induſtry, and thoſe ſober manners, for 


tinguiſhed. 


I am your fincere well-wiſher, WF 


Londen, Fuly 19, 17979. e 


/ 
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4 4 * Origin of the Riots i in | Pirmingham, 
| e called the TR Turns. x 


PE RY ee Joly 19, 179. 


BY every account which has arrived from 1 
ham, and from authenticated facts in corroboration of what 
we have already aſſerted, it is an indiſputable truth, that the 
motives which occaſioned the havoc already made among 
the Diſſenters at Birmingham, and which is ſtill in con- 
tinuance, ſolely ſprung from the loyalty of the people, and 
the utter abhorrence in which the principles of a republican 
ſyſtem of government are held by the public at large. 

The public were determined before-they proceeded to 
violence, to have ſome further proof of the intention of 
thoſe commemoration men. The hand-bill might be a 
forgery, or might be an inſidious ſcheme to raiſe a mob 
for the purpoſe of plunder ;—they therefore waited until 
they heard what was ſaid at table—how the political 
complexion of the company would manifeſt itſelf,—and 
whether any thing more than a mere ſcene of commemo- = 
ration conviviality was intended. 

They had indeed their ſuſpicions, and thoſe ſuſpicions, 
| ter the war) oa were. IO by the following dun | 
| *DESTRUCTION TO THE PRESENT. GOVERNMENT 

| THE KING'S HEAD UPON A CHARGER?  _ 

The inhabitants, and they were almoſt to a man re- 
ſpectable houſekeepers and manufacturers, who waited out- 
fide the Hotel to watch the motions of the Revolutioniſts 
within, no ſooner had this treaſonable toaſt made known 
to them, than Lo AL Ty ſwift as lightning ſhot through | 
their minds, and a kind of electrical patriotiſm animated 
them to inſtant vengeance. * They [ruſhed into this con- 


venticle of a and before the ſecond courſe was well 
1 laid 
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laid upon the table, broke the windows 5 glaſſes, pelted 
and inſulted theſe modem reformers, and obliged them to 
ſeek for ſafety in immediate flight. _ 
An inflammatory bill in Doctor Prieſtley's hand- 

7 writing was found among his papers,” and has been tranſ- 
mitted to the Secretary of State. The Dos or is at Kid- 
derminſter, to which place it is faid the populace mean to 

| follow him. His doctrines, they avow, Were! meant to 

| 4 | ſubvert the Conſtitution. © 

=: Mr. Parker, a very eminent attorney; is the MER who 

| | ſent up' the inflammatory and reaſonable paper found in 

Prieſtley's houſe, and in the Doctor's own hand, which it 
| is thought i is a full ground for n 


a Ruſt m to 1. kau * the Marin 
Chronic. 


[| po e Ab | 
# «+4311 :0IRy''c | | | 
| | BEING i in Lack) 150 — in The Time 
| afo yeſterday the moſt atrocious calumny that was ever 
| aich before the public, I feel it my duty immediately to 
| | -ntradict it in the pointed terms. I do therefore 
ca ilare, that the narrative of the Birmingham Conſti- 
tutional Dinner is materially untrue; and that the ac- 
| C)aunt given of the fi Toa, in The Times, is a molt 
1 | Lane falſehood. It was, The King and Onſtitution. 
Wo The Meeting broke up without the leaſt riot or diſ- 
1 N turbance.— That the public may judge, whether the pro- 
i | ceedings of the day, and the: Toaſts, were or were not 
| reprehenſible, the following true narrative is now pro- 
| | _ the eee aud truth Ws e . 2 


| 
| By > i | . 4 * 0 g * 
| 4 1 ＋ | The 
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. *  The,proceedings of the 8 he: al 
advertiſement in the Birmingham Chronicle, Nene 


ne N e eee ee 
d- 199 MAG . 10 > ho. Þ l 11 i A 

anſ | Birmingham Commemoration of th French Revolution revert 
1 Several, Hand. bil, having circulated. in the Town, which 
Lid- can only be intended to. pulp» ie concerning the. intention of 
n to the Meeting, to diſturb its harmony, and inflame the minds of the 
tt people; the Gentlemen who propaſed it, think: it neceſſary to declare 
EP their entire diſapprobation of all ſuch Hand-bills, and their ignorance 
of the authors. Senſible themſelves of the advantages of a free 
who Government, they rejoice in the-extenſion' of Liberty to their nei _ | 
din bours,. at the ſame time avowing, in moſt explicit ogg ar 


firm attachment to the Conſtitution of their own Country, as 

in the Three Eftates of King, Lords, and Commons: Er no 

free · born Engli can refrain from exulting in this addition to 

the general maſs of human happineſs, . It is the cauſe of — | 

it is the cauſe of the people. 
Ser Erg 
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In the morning, We var his was Publiſhed; 
many rumours of the probability of a riot were brought 
to the friends of the Meeting; and as there was too 
much reaſon to think that means had been uſed to pro- 
mote one, they determined to poſtpone the intended 
Dinner, and accordingly agreed to put it off, and pre- 
pared à hand- bill for th hat +2 eng of which the follow- 
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y to ' Intended Commenration of the Fredeb/ Revolution. M 
fore | The Friends of the intended Feſtivity, finding that their views W 
nſti- and intention, in conſequence of being miſconceived by ſame, and 0 

— miſrepreſented by others, have created an alarm in the minds of the ij 
AC» . ty of the town, and it is thought, endangered its wir ry | 
moſt orm their neighbours that value the peace of' the town "ht 
8 . the | xx cation of a Feſtival, and therefore have determined Wl 
= ve up. intentions of dining at the Hotel upon this occaſion iſ 
dif- ad they very gladly improve this, renewed opportunity of declaring I 
pro- that they are to this d. entirely ignorant of the Author, Printer, or Wl 
n . of the tory Hand-Hbill circulated on We ., | 
=-— This was ſent to the Printer; but before he had com- 1 
0 . 10 Mr. Dadley, the amr of the Hotel, Ae 1 
The | 11 
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In conſequence of having the Dimmer obuntermünded; 
and repreſented, that he was ſure there was no danger of 
any tumult, and recommended that the Dinner might 
be had as was intended; only propoſing, that the gentle. 
men ſhould” take care to break up earty, and then all 
danger would be avoided, 'This meaſure was then adopted, 
and orders given to the Prititer, to ſuppreſs the hand- bill 
Accordingly there was a |: of eighty-one gentle. 
men, inhabitants of the ton and neighbourhood, at the 
Great Room in the Hotel, where they dined and. paſſed 

e afternoon with that ſocial, temperate, and betievolent 

ivity, which the confideration,of che great event, which 
has diffuſed liberty and happineſs N portion 
of the human race, inſpired.” nh 

The following Toaſts were drunk, and. were ogra 
intermixed with pe r ene 150 n 85 


aner, I s 


n The King and ie 50 . N 18. 91 
2. The National Aſſembly and Pat ots of | es 3 3 
and wiſdom have raifed thonty-& -fix millions from the mean condition 


1 10 te digi ad eri of fene. 
-  $+ The Majeſty of the People. 


| Mop the Now Contiion of Fra be ce pak 
i 


May Great Britain, Ireland, and Peace, unite in 
friendſhip, and may their only * be the extenſion of Fen 


| 1 8 Wiſdom and Virtue. | 
&y a 3p Righes of Man, eee 
er 


and the courage to aſſert 170 * N mM 
F , true Friends of the Conſtitution of Geenen 
to 7 Th its 9 2 correing its abuſes, 
. 8. May the People of England never ceaſs ds sales, tl 
their Parliament — a true National en; 
9 The Prince of Wales. 
10 The United States of America. Ny x they th ev in th 


| Liberty which they have fo honourably acquired 


E. t. Ma ay the late Revolution in Poland 18 the harbinger of a 
ſyſtem of Liberty extending to that great Kingdom. 
the Nations of Europe become ſo enlightened as never 


more ITT, into ſavage wars, by the mad ambition of their 


2 | 13. May 
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13. May the ſword be never unſheathed, but for the defence and 


of country, and th caſt the ſcab- 
5 until the —. 11. e enn 


we jo of i ag tn ab, nee . ad bla r 


Des Po and of \all-thoſe illuſtrious ſages 
2 enlighte n ing on yo true prin ples of "ns ei. 


16, Peace and good-will to all mankind, 
17. Pro to the town of Birmi 


July; 17580, Wann "oY WY 1005 
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1010 but juſtice toiths! liberality and public ſpirit afi1 uy 
ingenious Artiſt of this town to mention, that he decorated 
the rooni upon this occaſiom with three elegant emble- 
matic pieces of ſoulpture, mixed with painting, in a new ſtile 
of obinpoſition. The central piece was a finely executed 
medallion of his majeſty, encircled with a glory, on each 
ide of which was an alabaſter obeliſk; the one exhibiting 
Gallic liberty -bteaking the bands of deſpotiſm, and the 
Wa nn ee eee 

A truly reſpectahle (gentleman, a member of the church 
of England, was was Chairman others of that profeſſion 


vere of the company, nor was a ſingle ſentiment uttered, 


01, I believe, conceived, that would hurt the feelings of 
any one friend to liberty and good government, under 
the happy conſtitution we are blefſed with in this king- 
dom. I aver this to be a true and juſt repreſentation of 
the proceedings which have been fo ſeandalouſſy miſre- 
W e gcns un., | 
e TTY [1 
London, 20, SITY: 1 Your obedlent ſervant £5 
. (IL CF WILLIAM RUSSELL... 


"18. A happy eee eee. 
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minds of the people concerning the meeting held af 
Thurſday, to commemorate the French Revolution, 


our own King and Conſtitution ;"and in the ſecond place, of 
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As I find that many groſs fal ] 
S through the country, in in order to = Age the 


will beg leave to ſtate what I myſelf have had: occaſion 
to know reſpecting that ſubject. Some gentlemen in 


Birmingham had propoſed by an advertiſement in the * 
newſpapers, to hold a meeting gf the friends of liber) oye 
amd of mankind, at the Hotel, to comnmemorote the French I ,— © 
2 Revolution, in the ſame manner as was done in London, va 
and many other parts in the kingdom. TwWo days before * , 
the time appointed. for this meeting! à very reſpectable WW 1 
gentleman called on me, and ſaid he came to tell me, Wall t 
that it was the general wiſh of thioſe- who, intended to | 

meet, that I ſhould: be their chairman on the occaſion. ojalty 
I accepted the compliment, and promiſed to come to A 
Birmingham to attend, never conceiving that: a peaceble ee 
meeting, for the purpoſe of rejoicing that twenth- n Ces 
millions of our fellow-creatures- were reſcued from de- N f bur 
potiſm, and made as free and happy as we Britons are, H have 
could be miſinterpreted, as being. offenſive to a govem- >. 
ment, whoſe greateſt boaſt is liberty, or to any who pro- We, 
1 


feſs the chriſtian religion, which orders us to love our 


neighbours as ourſelves We accordingly met and dined f | 


with the greateſt peace and harmony, and after drinking 
ſome toaſts, expreſſive in the firſt place of our loyalty to 


our joy at the happineſs which the French have acquired gs 
by their new Conſtitution, we diffolved the meeting "4s A. 
is 


entirely, in the greateſt order, between five and fix in the ha 
evening Ps E 
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N and quitted the Hotel, every man retiring ſepa- 
nately to his home, or to his private affairs. I returned 
to my houſe in the country, nor knew of the diſturbances 
till next day. The meeting in London was conducted 
with the fame decorum, nor has there been an inſtance, as 


far as T know, in the many ſimilar meetings throughout 


England, of the ſmalleſt irregularity: attempted by them. 
Now, Mr. Printer, as actions are the beſt interpreters of 
men's intentions, it is evident that the malicious inſinu- 
' ations; that theſe meetings were intended to diſturb the 
peace and government of the country, have been by the 
— and groundleſse. 

I have lately heard that it is reported that we drank 
diſloyal and ſeditious toaſts. Now the very firſt toaſt that 
| was given was, The King and the Conſtitution. I do not 
ow any words in the Engliſn language expreſſive = 
geater loyalty; and one of the laſt was, Peace and good- 
will to all 'mankind, which cannot eaſily be interpreted to 
excite people to tumult. I ſhall hergafter publiſh a lift 
of all the toaſts, which were A in the ſame oe of 


lojalty, peace, and charity. 

A ſecond report is, that Jultice Carleſs was infulted 
and turned out of the room. The fact is, that Juſtice 
Carleſs never was in the room, and therefore it is not eaſy 
to conceive how he could be turned out. I will add, that 
have not the ſmalleſt doubt, that if that gentleman had 
come,” he would have been received with due reſpect. 


A third falſe report was, that a ſeditious hand-bill had 
been diſtributed by the members of the meeting, on ſome 
preceding day. A ſeditious and truly infamous hand-bill 
had been diſtributed, it is true, but by whom written or 
ditributed is not known. It is heartily to be wiſhed that 
the perſons concerned may be diſcovered, and puniſhed 
according to law. As ſoon as the gentlemen of Birming- 
ham, who had concerted the Commemoration Meeting, 
law this hand-bill, they perceived that the effect, and per- 
laps the intention of it, was to inflame the mob againſt 


them, 
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them, and they immediately publiſhed in the Thurſdays 
hewſpaper, an advertiſement declaring their diſavowal of 
this hand-bill, and their own loyal attachment to the 
King, Lords, and 'Commons. They alſo ſent hand- bill 
with copies of this advertiſement all over Birmingham, 
It was not poſſible for them to do any thing more effectua 
to prevent any bad effects from this ſeditious paper, or to 
reſcue themſelves from een of: an den the 
- yh N 

Tue laſt falls bepert that L he heard üble to tha 


i meeting is concerning Dr. Prieſtley's behaviour there. To Wih 
this I ſuppoſe it will be . to anſwer, that Dr, 
Thy was not preſent. = 

. Theſe are all the reports which I five here, but! 

doubt dt there may be man Aber of the truth af 
which every man of common ſenſe will judge what — 
I have ſaid of thoſe which have come to my knowledge. Copy 
Nevertheleſs, theſe falſe reports are all the pretences for 45 
the late horrible riots; but the event ſhews that they 
were only pretences, and that the Diſſenters were the true WW a 
object of the fury of the mob, as many of thoſe gentlemen nk 
who have ſuffered from the riots were not preſent. For AN 
the buſineſs of the Commemoration meetings had nothing _ 


to do with religious diſtinctions, and were in other part 
compoſed of mee ar. catholics, and diſſenters. It is 
e, 1 Ing m, the majority were Diſſenters; 
but it is rene — wiſh it to bg diſtinguiſhed 
as a party meeting, when they did me the honour to chuſe 
me as their chairman, who, it was evident, muſt have con- 
formed, in order to qualify myſelf for the commiſſions 
which I have held in the army, to all the formalities pre- 

ſcribed by the Teſt Act, and who never was preſent in 
diſſemirig meeting above once or twice in England; al- 
chough I have the greateſt regard for the diſſenting in- 
 dividuals whom I know, among whom are ſeveral of the 
late unfortunate viRims, men as peaceable, reſpectable, and 
el as any in the kingdom. But as the ſubject of the 


commemoration 


/ 
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commemoration meeting was quite unknown to the ig- 
norant part of the people, it gave an opportunity of 
raiſing any lies that were to inflame the mob to 
execute their horrid purpoſes.---But that the proceedings 
of the e were innocent, 497 Ane honour- 


18 &c. ” 
26 NOK EDin 1635 | JAMES KEIR. 
Wilt Bromwich July 20, 1791. 


NN” VI. 
oy of a Letter to me, printed in a column oppoſite 
to my own Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham, 
and thrown into many houſes in London with the 
title of SELF-MURDER, OR THE DOCTOR TRIED | 
AND CONVICTED -BY HIS' OWN EVIDENCE. 


SIR, | BY 
Y OU have appealed to the public in vindica- 
ton of your conduct, and lamented your lofles with the 
feelings of a man; they are. great, becauſe in one reſpect 
But whilſt I join with the public in regretting the de- 
ſruction of your philoſophical property, it pains, me to 
wer that you have not proved your political. innocence... 
You and your friends have been charged as enemies 
to the preſent ſyſtem of Government: let us examine 
how you attempt to diſprove that affertion | 
You fay, that your friends met to expreſs bhi ink as 
te French Revoluton, and to. intimate a deſire that an 
improvement ſhould n. 
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not ſanction, you would not celebrate; and by beſiring an 
improvement, at the ſame moment, in the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, you d 


| titutioh 
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Does the inference to be drawn 1 from this, prove you, 


| > thoſe of your perſuaſion, to be friends. _— * 
| eſtabliſhed Government?—Surely not. 5 


- By celebrating the French Nee you 8 your 
Ae e e ſyſtem adopted in that country. If you did 


la yourſelf inimical tg our government in 
its preſent form. He who is inimical to any matter, can- 
not be a friend; and the oppoſite to that character is, of 


' courſe, an enemy. Your letter has afforded me theſe 


premiſes, and the concluſion is fairly drawn, from that 


which is fully eſtabliſhed. 


It is not your religious, but your political ſentiment 


wich are thought dangerous to the ſtate. The Preſbyte- 
©  rians certainly approve the conduct of that uſurped autho- 


rity. which decollated the unhappy CHARLEs. Qur con- 
conſiders that bloody act of common-wealth ty. 
ranny, to be a martyrdom. The difference in political 


ſentiments on this great point, can therefore never be re- 
cCeonciled. It is as oppoſite. as monarchy and repub- 
llxsccaniſm can make it. Were I to aſk you, if the dodrine 


laid down by Mr. Paine in his Rights of Man, coincided 
with your principles ?—you would certainly ſay that © it 
does.” You cannot ſucceſsfully controvert that aſſertion. 

Now, Sir, this publication, of Mr. Paine's is a groſs 
libel upon the ſpirit and letter of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
and as. it is received into your community as a political 
truth, and that in approving ſuch doctrine, you and your 
friends cannot diſapprove the French Revolution, I wiſh 
ow what ſort of amendment you would make to the 
Britiſh government. 


t 


Lou have r a diſtinction in your letter, between 
the conſtitutional fubjects of Great Britain and your ſect 
You divide them by ſaying, & our cauſe,” and your 
& cauſe.” The conſtitutional. ſubjeQs* cauſe, is the pre- 
ſent government in church and "FOR cauſe * 


Ari VVV 
oppoſite to that ;---and therefore i it is tome other 

kind of government in church and ſtate; and though vou 
have not directly ſaid that you ever attacked the ſtate, you 
fairly acknowledge to have given our church a W. 
Your words are, „The church of England, which you 
«now think you are ſupporting, has received a greater 


blow by this conduct, than J and all my friends have 
aer aimed at it,” This is a direct avowal that you 


- » . G 


and your friends have aimed LY "blow. at our religious 

rights, FOE | 
Do you call this praceably following your ſtudies as a 

niniſter of the goſpel and a philoſopher ? No, Mr. 


Prieſtley, it is ſuch kind of turbulent conduct that has 


brought you and your friends into the preſent ſituation. 
Had, you, Sir, and thoſe of your perſuaſion, quietly at- 
tended the duties of your reſpective ſtations, and left the 
Proteſtant church and the Britiſh government to the care 
of thoſe who are appointed by the conſtitution, as Repre- 
{ntatives of the people, to guard and protect them; you 
night have enjoyed that eaſe, happineſs and peace which 
every good ſubject is entitled to expect from the excel- 
knce of our laws, and the honour and integrity of thoſe 
nen who compoſe the three branches of ti legiſlature. 


Th 20, 179 e War e e 


3 ©} 1 
on of o Hind Bil djtribued i London the dey 
a4 after I arrived there, © 

Dx. PrIzsTLEY is a damned raſcal, an enemy 
both to the religious and political conſtitution of this 
country, a fellow of a treaſonable mind, hwy bw 'þ 
bad chriſtian: for it is not only the duty, but the 
rious ambition, of every good chriflian to > Jour God and 


honour ihe King. 
No. vm 
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to the bur of England, and to the laws of his country, 
will reflect how much a continuance of the preſent pro- 
ceedings muſt injure. that Church and that King they ar: 
intended to ſupport; and how highly unlaivful i It is to deftroy 
te rights and pfoperty of any of our neighbours. "And 
all true friends to the town and trade of Birmingham, in 
particular, are intreated to forbear immediately! from al 
riotous and violent proceedings; diſperſing and returning 
peaceably to their trades and callings, as the only aye 
do credit to themſelves and their cauſe, and to promote the 
eee N F e 


e Sunday, July 17, 2791. 


Inporian . to the Friends of Church 
1 Tow 5 


Friends and Fellow Cleveland, * 

BEING convinced you are 1 that 
the great loſſes which are dateined by your burning and 
daſtraying of the houſes of ſo many individuals, will even- 
tually fall upon the county at large, and not upon the 
perſons to whom they belonged, we feel it our duty to 
inform you, that the damages already done, upon the bell 
computation that can be made, will amount to upwards 


of One Hundred Thouſand * the whole of which 
enormous 


1791. 


even- 
1 the 


ty to 
wards 
which 
mous 
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eee upon the reſpective pariſhes, 
and paid out of the rates. We; therefore, as your friends, 
conjure you immediately to deſiſt from the deſtruction of 


any more houſes; otherwiſe the very proceedings of your 


zeal for ſhewing your attachment to the Cyurxcn and 
KinG, will inevitably be the means of moſt ſeriouſly ' 
injuring innumerable families, who are hearty ſupporters 
of Government, and bring on an addition of taxes, which 
yurſelues, and the reſt of the Priends of the e will for 
years feel a very grievous burthen. 
rn 


there were ſo many houſes, and public buildings burat 


and deftroyed in the year 1780, and you may rely upon it, 
will be the caſe on the preſent occaſion. And we muſt 
obſerve to you, that any further violent proceedings will 
more offend your King and nn 6 pa 
of Him and the Church, 


Fellow Churchmen, as you love your King, regard his 


lays, and reſtore Peace. 
Fe Gop SAVE THE KING. 
Avlesford J. Carleſs | 
E. Finch B. Spencer 
Robert Lawley H. Greſ. Lewis 
Robert Lawley, Fun. Charles Curtis 
R. Moland Spencer Madan 
M. Digby Edward Palmer 
Edward Carver V. Villers 
Jobn Brooke W. V. Maſon 
| * Ne. IX. 


TO THE KING's uber Aena manor, 
The humble Addrefs of the High Bailiff, 2 —— 


Inhabitants of the Town and Gee 
« May it pleaſt your Majefly, | 
, your Majeſty's moſt Qutiful and loj 
ſubjes, the High Bailif, Clergy, and other principal in- 
habitants of the town and neighbourhood of Birming- 
ham, deeply ſenſible of your Majeſty's paternal care of all 
your ſubjects, beg leave moſt humbly to approach your 
royal throne, with hearts full of gratitude for the recent 
inſtarice of that care which your Majeſty graciouly conde. 
ſcended/ to afford us during the late riots in this place, by 
commanding ſuch particular attention to be paid - oi 
ſecurity, and directing ſuch ample relief for our 
« Rejoicing alſo in every opportunity of teſti —_ our 
loyalty to the deſt-of Sovereigns, and our firm attachment 
to that noble fabric the conſtitution of this country, the 
envy of all other nations, as it is the glory of our om; 
We cannot negle& this occaſion of pledging ourſelves to 
ſupport your Majeſty's illuſtrious houſe, and to defend that 
happy conſtitution both -in church and ſtate, againſt every 
attempt at innovation, at the ” of ER thing dear tous.” 


1 ä 8 


MX 0 


The Addreſs of the Di 2 to the King. 
« Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


; « WE, your Majeſty's loyal and dutiful ſub- 
jets, the Proteſtant Diſſenters in the town of Birming- 
ham, beg leave to approach your Majeſty in a moment of 
ſerious affliction and concern, ariſing not only from our 
recent aggravated ſufferings, but from our painful appre- 
henſions leſt the calumnies of our enemies ſhould influ- 
ence your royal mind, and n ſuſpicions of our 
| W and affection. 


Aſſurei 


2 


I 


J 
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eden ws haps cena. 
vterabls attachment. zy your. auguſt perſop, 0-42, he 
ſuccpſſion of yollr Royal Houſe, we reſpectfully claim 

your Majeſty's continued. protection and fayour, and beg 


2 moſt earneſtly to aſſure your Majeſty, we have no 
thoughts of diſturbing the Conſtitution. We are the 
deſcendants of thoſe to whom (as the annals. of our 
country will teſtify) the Revolution, which ſecured to 
your illuſtrious houſe the crown: of theſe kingdoms, was 
greatly indebted. The. civil conſtitution of our country 
is our pride and our glory; which we have been taught 
from our infancy to reyere, and which we would die to 
preſerve, Indeed, Sire, though deeply afflicted by the 
late riotous devaſtations, and by the want of energy in the 
civil power, yet we ſpeak from hearts that are actuated by 
the love of — of peace, of order, and good government. 
Senſible of your Majeſty's goodneſs, in the vigorous mea- 
ſures which have been adopted for ſuppreſſing the out- 
nges, which a lawleſs banditti were ſpreading through 
this place and its environs, we offer you the warmeſt tri- 


bute of our gratitude, for the happy deliverance we have 


experienced, by the wiſdom of the meaſures planned by 
your Majeſty's miniſters, and by the energy and promp- 
titude with which they were ſo ſucceſsfully executed, 

We feel ourſelves deeply thankful to your Majeſty, 
for this very beneficial and decifive inſtance of your royal 
attention; and likewiſe to your great goodneſs, in the 
meaſures which have ſince been adopted, for diſcovering 
and bringing to exemplary puniſhment, as well the in- 
ſtigators, as the perpetrators of the late atrocious violences; 
and we firmly and dutifully rely upon your Majeſty for 


the continuance of it, as well as for the exerciſe of that 


candour and magnanimity, which will reſiſt the calumnies 
of our enemies, and continue to us that protection, favour, 


and confidence, to which we know ourſelves Juſtly en- 


titled, 


That your Majeſty | may lng reign in peace and r 
that your 17 8 honours may for ages continue to deſcend 
| L 2 to 


"Y | invent. A 
to your lateſt poſterity; and that the — nr of Britain 
may proſper and improve itſelf under their auſpicious in- 


fluence, is the honeſt wiſh and fervent payer of, Sire, 
' Your Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful ſubjects. 


Mw: xl. 
1 ' From the Committee / Difinrs. 
= | 3h WHEREAS it now appears, that among other 


inſidious and unwarrantable practices made uſe. of during 
the late riots, to delude the populace, and inſtigate them 
to acts of violence and deſtruction, letters were forged, 
charging the Diſſenters with'a treaſonable deſign to over- 
throw the preſent happy conſtitution of this kin and 
pretending that the whole body of them were combined 
together, and had appointed to aſſemble on the 16th of 
Auguſt, © to burn the churches, blow up the parliament, 
“ cut off the head of the King, and aboliſh all taxes:” 
And whereas it is now well known, that ſuch forged 
letters were pretended to be found among the papers of 
the Rev. Dr. Prieſtley, and William Ruſſell, Eſq. and 
the words above quoted formed part of one of the forged 
letters which were brought and read by two perſons on 
horſe-back at Showel]- -green, the houſe of Wm. Ruſſelb 
Efq. whilſt the ſame was in flames, in order to inſtigate 
the rioters to further acts of violence: Notice is hereby 
given, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters of Birmingham, in 
addition to the reward of One Hundred Pounds, graciouſly 
offered by his Majeſty for diſcovering the inſtigators of 
the late horrid violences, will give a further reward of 
One Hundred Pounds for the diſcovery of the perſon or 
perſons who wrote the faid forged letters, or any one of 
them, ſo that he, or they, may be convicted thereof, and 


brought to puniſhment, 
| THOMAS LEE, Junior, 
Secretary to the Committee of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
Birmingham, Aug, 33, 179 1. in Birmingham. 
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Copy of @ Letter addreſſed to the Bip, and Members 


of the Houſe of , mentioned in page 20, of 
this work, 


$12, 
AS I am informed that a aries RW CON» 
taining Extrads from the Preface to one of .my late pub- 
lications, viz. Letters to the Rev. Edward Burn, has been 
ſent by ſome enemies of the Diſſenters, probably by ſome 
of the clergy of this town, to every Member of Parliament, 
and alſo to all the Biſhops,, and that it made a very un- 
favourable impreſſion with reſpe& to the queſtion before 
the Houſe, on Tueſday the ſecond inſtant, it will. not, 
| hope, be deemed impertinent, to ſhew you how much 
you have been impoſed upon by it. For had the Extracis 
been given together with what is connected with them, 
they would have appeared i in a very different light indeed. 
The following paragraph, from p. 15, I give as a ſpecimen 
of the whole, printing what has been ſelected, in the 
Roman: character, and what immediately follows it, but 
which has been omitted, in Italic. | 
« Whether I be more pleaſed or diſpleaſed, with their 
© preſent violence, let them” (the clergy) now judge. 
u The greater their violence, the greater is our eonfidence 
* of final ſucceſs. Becauſe it will excite more public diſe 
« cuſſion, which it all that ts neceſſary fer our purpoſe,” 
In the ſame Preface there is the following Note, p. 12, 
which is in perfect agreement with the tenor of all my 
writings on the ſubject. | \ 
It has always been my opinion, that Diſtenters 
© ſhould not accept of any civil offices for which the 
* majority of their countrymen have pronounced them 
* diſqualified, but patiently acquieſce in their 1 
from 


a | | i 


& from them, till it ſhall pleaſe God, in the courſe of 
his providence, and by means of our peaceable repre- 
& ſentations and remonſtrances, to open the eyes, and en- 
& large the minds, of our cöuntrymen, and thereby give 
« them more juſt ideas of the natural rights of 1 men, and 
ce the true intereſts of their country,” 

To a perſon of any. ſenſe of honour, en be his 
political or religious principles, no remarks of mine can be 
neceſſary to thew the unfuirneſs of this proceeding, Who- 
ever it be that could give thoſe extracts as u juſt repre- 
ſeritation of hor} A nay ii muſt have meant to deceive, and 
| therefore would not ſeruple to have recourſe to any other 
| artifice to Cal INE pole, The paper was fent off ind 

manner, arid too late to be difeovered and Ccounter- 

acted; but When the ſame, or ary ſimilar queſtion, ſhall 
again come before the Houſe, I hope you will remember 
Whoſe conduct his always been open and wann and 


whoſe was infidious and wl Woh 

| ATION 7 Your ys deren, 

MARCH 4, 1790, Ky TORY FT 
. 1 f * A. | 


Copy of a Latter from M. Condorcet, Secretary 16 the 
Acaurmy of Sciences at Paris, to Dr. Priglig. 
dir, and muff illyftrious Afſociate, © 
THE Academy of Sciences have charged mo 

to expreſs the grief with which they are penetrated at the 
xecital of the perſecution of which you have been my 
| the victim. 

They all feel how much loſs the Sciences have ex- 
hat preps by the deſtruction of thoſe labours which you 


d prepared for their e. It is not you — 
who 


b 1 1 


0 e eee your virue and your genius 
fill remain undiminiſhed, and it is not in the power of 


nc human ingratitude to forget what you have done for the 
give happineſs of mankind: they only ought to be unhappy, 
and whoſe guilty conduct has led their reaſon aſtray, and whoſe 


remorſe has already puniſhed their crimes. - 

Lou are not the firſt friend of liberty, againſt whom 
_ tyrants have armed the very people whom they have 
deprived of their rights. T Cheſe are the only means which 
they can make uſe of againſt him, whoſe diſintereſtedneſs 
of mind, whoſe elevation of ſoul, and whoſe purity of con- 


ther duct, equally ſhelter him from their ſeductions and their 
in à vengeance. Fey 

ter- They calumniate much a de. when they can \ neither 
hall intimidate nor corrupt him; they arm prejudices againſt 


bim, when they dare not arm the laws; and that which 
they have done in regard to you, is the nobleſt homage 
man dares to rander to probity, to injeqts, and to 

At this preſent moment a league is formed throughout 
Europe againſt the general liberty of mankind ; but for 
ſome time paſt another has exiſted, occupied with pro- 
pagating and with defending this liberty, without any other 
ms than thoſe units by reaſon; and theſe 0 finally 
triumph, 

It le in the rte; order of things, that 41 ſhould 
be momentary,/ and truth eternal. Men of genius, ſup- 
ported by their virtuous diſciples, when placed in the 
balance againſt the vulgar mob of corrupt intriguers—the 
inſtruments or the accomplices of ain at length 
prevail againſt'them, 

The glorious day of Univerſal Liberty will ſhine upon 
our deſcendants, but we ſhall at leaſt enjoy the aurora; 
and you, Slr, have contributed not a little to accelerate 
that happy event by your labours, by the example of your 
linen by the indignation which all en feels againſt 
L4 your 


Y, 
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your perſecutors, and by the intereſt and am 

e N ee 

N wound, cannot ſubdue your ſoul. b abprg 

rr attachment, 
2&0 =O and my very illuſtrious aſſociate, 

| 'Your humble and moſt obedient. 1 

| Park, Ju ve 1791+ uot 1 CONDORCET: 
| | ; N wh 2 


MN XV. 
4 Pr. Priefley's awer. 


1 AM more than conſoled for 12 loſſes in find. 
ing that the Members of the Academy bf Sciences have 
done me the honour to intereſt themſelves'in my affairs, 
and eſpecially in obſerving that the friends of philoſophy 
are, what they ever ought to be, the friends of general 
liberty. © With us there is an example of the enemies of 
the one being alſo the enemies of the other. Having al- 
ways been an avowed advocate of public liberty, civil 
and religious, which led me to write in defence of your 
late glorious Revolution, the great body of the Clergy in 
this country, and many of thoſe who call themſelves the 
fr ends of the King, have long been my enemies; and in 
accompliſhing my ruin, they have not ſpared the in- 
ſtruments of that ſcience, my application to which gave 
ſome degree of weight to my labours in another field. 
But do not, Sir, ſappole that digt friends of the Church 
and of the King are the Englifh- nation, They are no 
more than a faction, whom a. failure in the, way of argu- 
ment has rendered deſperate. The ſober part of the 
nation think more juſtly, and equally diſapprove their 
maxims, and the methods they take to enforce them. 
The Engliſh nation in general reſpe& the French; and, 
though too many of them are at preſent under a temporary 


deluſion, — Wii * truly "Wor in 
tever 
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oatever'emn contribute to the honour: and happineſs of 
the country at home, and to its living in peace and-good= 
will with all its neighbours, and eſpecially with yourſelves, 
whoſe exertions in favour of univerſal n n. 
verſal peace, will for ever endear you to uu. 

Aſſure my brethren of the Academy, eee | 
by their choice of me for an aſſociate, and by their generous 
ſympathy. on the preſent occaſion, I ſhall not fail, while 
my life and my faculties are continued to me, to reſume 
my philoſophical purſuits, and ' endeavour to ſhew our 
common enemies, that a genuine love of ſcience, and of 
liberty, is inextinguiſhable, except with life, and that un- 
reaſonable and wicked oppoſition tends to animate, rather 
than depreſs, the mind that is penetrated with it. 

In perfect confidence that whatever is true and right 


will finally prevail, and that every mode of oppoſition will 


only contribute to their more complete eſtabliſhment, I 


ubſeride myſelf with ape, 


Then and you very humble ſervant, 
| J. mmer. 


2 the Ade of the New Meeting 
e .. Dr. Priefly. . | 


| WE the el and forrowing members of th 
New Meeting Society, in the midſt of the anguiſh and 
anxiety which is inſeparable from our preſent; calamities, 
have greatly regretted that we could not before this day 
aſſemble together, to confer upon the deplorable ſituation 
of our congregational affairs, and the meaſures. neceſſary 


to be purſued in conſequence of our perſecutions, Being 
now met together for this purpoſe, we immediately em- 
brace the opportunity of addreſſing ourſelves to our well 
beloved 
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'beloved paſtor, and beg to-affare-you how tenderly and 
aſfectionately we ſympathize with you in the preſent 


ſiaſon of ſevere trial and affliction, and that, in the ſpirit of 


_ chriſtian: love and affection, we moſt tenderly. condole with 
you under your perſonal unmerited and painful ſufferings, 
Little did we conceive that the exemplary diligence 
with-which we have ſcen you for the ſpace of eleven years 
inculcate upon us, and our children, every thing that was 
good and virtuous, could be ee by tack: a dreadful 
cataſtrophe as we now feel and contemplate. Whatever miſ- 
eoriceptions our neighbours: may have unhappily adopted 
reſpecting your various publications, we dare appeal to 
them, and we teſtify to the world, that your paſtoral la- 
bours have uniformly: tended to every thing that becomes 
tze chriſtian, or can adorn the man, to a fincere and fer- 
vent piety towards God, and to peace and univerſal good - 
will to all: gy: n oP: dildo of b o 

You have uniformly mir us to reſpect the govem- 
ment under which we vez and i in the devotional ſervice 
of every Lord's day have never failed to offer up our 
united prayers for the Divine bleſſing upon the King, his 
Royal Family, and all that are in authority under him; 
ſo that from whatever cauſe it may be that you have been 
marked out for perſecution, and for the grieyous calamities 
to which you are ſtill expoſed). we are ſenſible it cannot 
originate in any part of your paſtoral labourg, which all 
thoſe ſtrangers who have occaſionally joined us (with- 
out ſome of whom fſearce 'a' Lord's day tas paſſed) muſt 
Witneſs ks well as ourſelves, have been conducted in the 
true ſpirit of the Goſpel in a ſpirit of love and peace, and 
though diſtinguiſhed by an ardent deſire to promote the 
cCauſe ef truth, yet ſtill more uniformly directed to incul- 
cute the great and primary duties of fincere piety towards 

: God, and univerſal benevolence towards all mankind. 


Accept, dear Sir, our unfeigned teſtimony to your ex- 


emplary auen, your eminent abjities, your 2 
Zealy 


nn — 
veal, your / ifitngriithed Humility, your ann 
cerity, add your uniform love of peace, chriſtian forbear- 
ande ard moderation; and permit us to afſure ybu how = 
On and tenderly we ſympathize with you under 
your preſent” ſufferitigs, and how ſineerely we wiſh their 
removal. And although you ate not immediately return- 
ing to us, yet we look forward with pleaſure to thoſe 
happier times when you may reſume your paſtoral Iabours 
here with fafety and fatisfaQtion. ' - 

In the mean ume we eattieſtly recommend you tothe 
Divine protection and fayour, imploring him to watch 
over, to guide, and bleſs you, and in due time, to reſtore 
you, to us, who are, in dane of ehriſian * _ 


N 

een wad ever ber 855 4435 

n Vour fincere and affectionate friends, | 
pm the Name ak at the unanimous equſof the a 


Birminghnin, Auguſt 24 179i. · W. RUSSELL. 


00 XVI. 


| | "THE ANSWER. 
My Cluitian Brethren, | 
' YOUR affetionate Letter has given me not only 
conſolation, ' but joy. I rejoice to ſee the effects of thoſe 
principles in which it has been my buſineſs, and that of 
my excellent Colleague to inſtruct you; and the ſituation 
m which we now are, is peculiarly adapted to try their 
force, and to ſhew the world that religion is not a buſineſs 
of mere ſpeculation, but that it is capable of ſupporting 
the mind, and enn e pai conduct, in ne 
eireumſtances. 
I rejoice that after being an example to other congrega- 


tions of purity of chriſtian doctrine, and excellenee of diſcip- 
7 ms 


Fad 


to you. 


| that hope which maketh not aſhamed. / 
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Ine, you are now an example of patience and fortitude i 


ſuffering; firmly maintaining the principles for which you 


| Suffer, and yet preſerving your good-will towards the au- 


hors of your ſufferings; not forgetting: that there is the 
hand of God, as well as that of man, in every thing that 
befalls us; and praying that God would forgive your ene. 
mies and turn their hearts. 
y- aſſured that in the height of” my ſufferings I would 
not (even without any reſpect to futurity) have ex- 
changed my feelings with thoſe of aur perſecutors, in the 
moment of their greateſt exultation over us; for I never 


Joſt the feelings of pity and benevglence towards them, 


while I was the object of their hatred and execration, 1 
have even found, as I doubt not yourſelves have alſo done, 
that theſe chriſtian ſentiments are more eaſily exerciſed in 
great trials than in little ones, as they more effeQually 
* forth the principles from which they proceed. | 

I rejoice that you are about to re- eſtabliſn the affairs 
of ade ſociety, and I only wait your. ſummons to aſſiſt you 
in that neceſſary work. Your call will be to me an inti- 
mation of my duty; and then committing my life to him 
who gave it, and who will not ſuffer it to terminate un- 


ſeaſonably, I will inſtantly attend you, and reſume the 


functions of the office with which you have honoured 
me. I know no ſatisfaction equal to that which has ever 
n e the Wed of fuck duties as s thoſe I owe 


Lit what ee bare mutually fuffered andthe 


certainty of every thing in this world, and the value of 
thoſe principles which enable us to look beyond it, and 
not only to bear, but to rejoice in, tribulation; to eſteem 
it an honour to be © counted worthy” to bear reproach, 
to incur loſs, and even to lay dawn our lives, for the pure 
faith of the Goſpel. May your Kibulation work pati- 


ence, and patience experience, and EXPETIENGS hope, even 


Finally, 


valual 
a via 
him 
vectiv 
gratiti 
lighte 
whoſe 
throuy 
a deſ 
circun 
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Finally, may God preſerve and keep you. May your 
jaffectrigy he for the furtherance einn and 


add to your crown of glory hereafter. 
Is am, my chriſtian friends, 
In the firm faith and hope of the Goſpel, 
London,  Anguft 45 U Your affectionate P aſtor, 
1791 1 | | . PRIESTLEY. 


. XVII. 


An Addreſs as the Young People belonging to the 6 
gregation of the New Meeting . to Dr. T 


Honoured bir, | 75 

THE common principles of W OPS 
after what has recently occurred, incite us to communicate 
our feelings to you, But we feel urged to it by far 
greater motives. We have ſeen the great apoſtle of civil 
and religious liberty driven from among us. We. have 
ſeen the precious labours of a great part of his life de- 
ſroyed by a lawleſs mob. We have ſeen his apparatus 
and library ſhare the fame fate. We have ſeen this 
valuable member of ſociety in the greateſt danger of falling 
a victim to popular fury; and not yet having perſecuted 
him ſufficiently, we are frequently hearing the vileſt in- 
vectives againſt him, who is ſo highly deſerving of our 
gratitude * his perſonal and unwearied efforts to en- 
lighten our minds on the great ſubject of religion, and 
whoſe philoſophical labours have been ſo juſtly extolled 
throughout every part of the civilized world. To attempt 
a deſcription of what we feel on reflecting on theſe 


circumſtances would be as difficult as it would be painful. 
To. 


be ſoon extinguiſhed by an increaſe of knowledge, and that 


ſecution you have ſuffered at their hands, as a fin againſt 


- truſt agree with ourſelyes in wiſhing your return. Indulge 


departure, that it fell into good ground, and that it now 


it finally ſtrengthens gur cauſe, that it forces us to feel the 


 lince we have had kad the happineſs of your refidence among 
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To. aſſure you that we. een axtroisly far you, would be 
ſuppoſing you unacquainted with us. But, Sir, there i is 


one circumſtance which much heightens our ſorrow, we us 28 


cannot think of your abilities without reſpect, we cannot 
feel the effects of your labours without indulging an 
ardent wiſh that we may ſtill continue to experience the 
happy effects of your inſtructions. But when we recolleq 
the indignities you have felt, the trials you have had to 
ſupport, and the irreparable loſs you have ſuſtained; our 
fears are. alarmed leſt ſuch complicated diſtreſs ſhould 


lead you to ſeek an aſylum, which, Sir, to our inexpreſſible 


ſorrow, Birmingham hath not afforded you. On the other 
hand, knowing the chriſtian diſpoſitions you poſſeſs, and 
the knowledge you have of the human mind, we are con- 
vinced that many palliatives will ſuggeſt themſelves, which, 
to a mind like yours will have conſiderable influence 
Young as we are, we cannot but hope, and expect, that 
the flame which ignorance and bigotry have kindled, will 


genuine chriſtianity will ſo far take poſſeſſion of the hearts 
of our fellow townſmen, that they will look upon the per- 


the pureſt of the goſpel precepts. Many, very many, we 
us then, kind Sir, in this fond hope. Should it, however, 


be delayed, may we ſhew our miſtaken. neighbours, that, 
although Prieſtley is gone, he ſowed good feed before his 


flouriſhes in the blade and promiſes a plenteous harveſt. a 
May we prove it to them, that argument armed with I 2 2 
fire and faggot may produce a temporary ſhock, but that Bl Gwe 


great juſtneſs of it, and produces actions natural to ſuch 7 
a conyiction; we truſt we ſhall always follow your great BF excel 
example in candour and moderation, not loſing fight of Ee 
that chriſtian fortitude you have ſo uniformly diſplayed kind 


us. 


kind; and let the more opulent among you aſſiſt thoſe who 
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— the great and laſting ſervices you have rendered 
us as chriſtians, as members of civil ſociety, and as citizens, 
and be «ffured it is with mme 


1 

15 rf Honoured Sir, nt Tag 

ro Ni 96 hy Your alfeftionate Pupils © 
| (Signed, One Mea Den Naas.) | 
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N xVII. 
THE ANSWER, 


| My Young Pes, wi 479 
I COULD not read your very affectionate 
Addreſs to me without tears of joy. You were ever the 
moſt pleaſing part of my charge, and this Addreſs is a 
proof that the affection I had for you, and the pains that 
took in inſtructing you, have not been throwri away. 
Your example will encourage other chriſtian miniſters 
who hear of it to, follow mine. The great obje& of my 
Lectures, in all your Claſſes, was to give you a juſt know- 
ledge of the principles of religion, as the only ſolid founda- 
tion of proper ſentiments and good conduct, and 1 ſhall 
want no conſolation under my unmerited ſufferings, while 

you continue to feel, and to act, as you do. 

The unſettled ſtate of the Congregation, and the con- 
ſequent diſcontinuance of our Lectures, you will conſider 
as a trial of the principles you have Los acquired, 
Give. a proof of their ſtrength by a ſteady attention to 
every means of improvement that is yet in your power. 
The enemies of our chriſtian 1i have deſtroyed an 
excellent Library provided for your uſe; but your zeal 
and liberality will ſupply you with reſources of the ſame 
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are leſs ſo. Re- peruſe the works nich 1 Num 
your uſe, and ſuch others as can be re-purchaſed of thoſe 
| which the enemy has deprived you of. Shew them, that 
by deſtroying books, they” cannot deſtroy the effects of 
reading them; that the love of truth, of virtue, and of 
| liberty, which you have imbibed, can never be eradicated, 
and that lawleſs power can never ſubdue fixed principles. 
What I. more particularly wiſh, in your preſent ſitua- 
tion, is, that thoſe-who are the beſt inſtructed among you 
would ſupply my place, in Undertaking the inſtruction of 
others; and many of you, I am well ſatisfied, are ſuf- 
- ficiently qualified for it; and affure yourſelves of the 
Divine bleſſing on the weakeſt well-meant endeavours, 
' Youngas you are, I'truſt you are too well eſtabliſhed 
in chriſtian principles, to have your faith in a wiſe ſuper- 
Intending Providence at all ſhaken by the calamitous 
events which have been permitted to befal us. Chriſtianity 


did not loſe, but gain ground by perſecution. It is a ſtate 


excellently adapted to recal to our minds, and to ſtrengthen 
our regards to, our future and better proſpects, while it 
W of time and 
ſenſe. 
. ways of God are unſearchable by us. But be 
aſſured, that nothing can materially harm you, if you be 
followers of that which is good. If I be reſtored to you, 
which is my moſt ardent wiſh, our mutual ſatisfaction 
will be doubled by this interruption; and if if not, it will 
add to the ardour of your wiſhes, as it does to mine, to 
meet you where the violence of on adverſary can never 
ſeparate us any more. 
lam, my young Friends, 
PRs In the faith and hope of the Goſpeh, | 


2 Tour affectionate Paſtor, 
Londen, uf 12, 1791. 4 PRIESTLEY, 
A Teiler 
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N XIX. 


"Him the Members of the New King 


Dea and Nr, Sin, | 
THE affeRtianate terms in which you 
accept our letter of condolance, and the aſſurance you give 
us that it affarded you conſolation and joy, have cauſed us 
a lively fatigfation, Your defire to concur with us in 
our endeavours to re-eſtabliſh the affairs of the congre- 
gation. has awakened our anxiety for the ſeaſon when we 
may urge your return to Birmingham; and althqugh that 
period has been thus long protracted, yet we think it our 
duty to remind you, that we exerciſe a chearful reliance | 
L 
ſummons. 

The fincere affection we bear you, and the convidicn 
ye poſſeſs of the value and importance of your life to the 
cauſe of truth, and the world at large, will not permit us 
to conſent that you ſhould: be expoſed to any. unneceſſary 

hazard on your return hither before the time of tranquility 
| and ſafety, Prevented by theſe motives, and theſe alone, 
from requeſting in the moſt affectionate terms, that you 
would reſume in perſon your paſtoral charge, we aſſure 
ourſelves that the interval they occaſion, will not be per- 
mitted to operate, in any ſenſe, to our diſadvantage. 

Qur endeavours to procure a ſuitable place to afſemble 

in for public worſhjp, until our own is rebuilt, though 
ae not altogether ſo ſucceſsful as we could wiſh, will not 
: be diſcontinued till the object is fully attained: in the 
| mean time, we have the pleaſure of aſſembling in Carr's 
Lane each Lord's day, with our brethren and fellow-ſuf- 
ferers of the Old Meeting congregation; and we learn 
Ex. Wl vith unſpeakable ſatisfaction, that the junior part of qur - 
ſociety, profiting by your advice and correſpandence, are 
aready aſſembled in regular claſſes, and are conforming to 
jour wiſhes, in endeayouring to continue the important 
M | buſineſs 
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| buſineſs 6f religious inſtruction among e agree- 


able to wes you. eſtabliſhed ;. ſo that your labours are wn 
ſtill flouri Among us, even in our preſent ſtate of * 
diſperſion and e and we hope and truſt it will — 
not now be long, ere your own judgment, and that of your os: | 
| friends, will concur in affording us à renewal of thok . 
5 al exertions by which we have heretofore been ſo — 
much edified, and from the continuance of which, we ** 

| JO ourſelves ſo much future advantage. a 5 Fo 
Me rejoice in the continuance of your health, and in ployi 

the frequent accounts we receive of your uninterrupted land 
chearfulneſs, and offer our fervent prayers to the Almighty * 
that your eminent abilities may long be ſpared, and your being 
health and chearfulneſs be prolonged with them. With prece; 
ſentiments of the ſincereſt bn we remain with un- while 
alterable attachment, « Meſs 
c Rev, and dr 4% 5 in ff we 
Your much obliged | my 

And very affectionate WORE 0 Wen * 

eee September $5, 1791, h ute 

ü 1 impor 
extenc 

follow 

I XX. lieve t. 
From * 2 oung People belonging to the Congregation open t 

of the New e, — nies 

Dear and reſpeRed Sir, ap yp 

. logs PERMIT us to indulge our feelings hibited 

in again addreſſing you. When aſſurances of gratitude adi 

and attachment are not neceſſary, there is a gratification in WF. | 

expreſſing the prevailing ſentiments of the heart; and ll 6 

when you, Sir, are the object, we feel no common ardour. imbibe, 
We have too much confidence in your goodneſs, and have By | ofoph 

had too many proofs of your affectionate regard to our By yr ay N 

dennen, to imagine you will 2 us $ troublclore. . 


ration 


elings 
titude 
ion in 
; and 
rdour. 
d have 
to our 


e. 
We 


OR * APPENDI 15 © "of 
We have received your affeRiontityi 2 nd "animating 
letter. Our tears ſpoke our feelings. We cannot expreſs 
them, language is feeble and inadequate, But we will 
bind your inſtructions to our hearts. While we remem- 
ber whoſe pupils we have been, we cannot act unworthily. 
We can never ſufficiently expreſs our ſenſe of the obliga- _ 
tion you have conferred upon us, but we dwell upon the 
ſubje& with too much pleaſure to omit any opportunity 
of renewing it. To you, Sir, we are indebted for the 
deſire of improvement. You have given us habits of em- 
ploying our leiſure hours in the cultivation of our under- 
tandings, in purſuits that afford delight and advantage, 
and which are calculated to raiſe us higher in the ſcale of 
being. The love of virtue you have implanted in us by 
precept and example. We will guard and cheriſh it; and 
while' we enjoy the fruits of it, our ſouls exulting ſhall 
bleſs you. You have deprived adverſity of its ſting, and 
have enabled us to extend our views with fatisfaftion be- 
yond the world, by impreſſing our minds with the ſtrongeſt - 
evidence of the great truths of chriſtianity. Theſe ad- 
rantages, Sir, we have received from you. We feel their 
importance, and.will diffuſe them as far as our influence 
extends, It ſhall be our grand object to endeavour to 
follow your example in a firm adherence to what we be- 
lieve to be the cauſe of truth; in preſerving our minds 
open to conviction, and in the cultivation ef fortitude, 
patience and charity. We have indeed no ſlight trial of 
the latter, when we behold the enlightened and benevo- 
lent friend of all mankind, whoſe life has invariably ex- 
hibited, and whoſe inſtructions have ever enforced, the 
practice of every mild and gentle virtue, treated with. 
cruelty which would diſgrace a barbarous age. But we 
vill remember our principles, the principles, Sir, we have 
imbibed from you, and will ſay in the language of phi- 
loſophy wa of chriſtianity, Deluded men, we pity vou. 
May your hearts be turned, and your errors forgiven, | 


M 2 


Your 
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vous z Sir, have been great, * have 
much conſolation in knowing that your mind is ſtill 
ter. The man who gun reyiew/a life like-yours; and 
2 poſſeſſos the nohleſt ſources. of joy, 
You have formed to yourſelf a ſanStuary which no Qorm 
can reach, The venomed dart muſt bound and wound 
the breaſt which aimed it. While the vices. of mankind 
preſent a melancholy picture to your view, and call forth 
. emotions of ſorrow, in a heart beneyolent.as your's, you 
will remember how many have been made virtuous and 
happy by your means, and that no lawleſs power can de- 
ſtroy the works you have given to the world, or prevent 
their operation in promoting the beſt intereſts of man. 

The violence of a mob, or thoſe who choſe to act by 
ſuch inſtruments, can only give additional luſtre to a cha- 
rafter known, admired, and revered by the wiſe and li- 
beral in every part of the civilized world. But eminent 
talents and diſtinguiſhed virtue, ſeldom fail to excite in 
narrow and intereſted minds, the deſpicable paſſions of 
envy and fear; and the ignorance of mankind affords, alas! 
an ample field for them to work upon. The page of 
hiſtory which the recent event is deſtined to fill, will ex- 
| hibit a ſtrong contraſt in human nature. Poſterity will 
pauſe with aſtoniſhment when they find that the ſame 
age which witneſſed your generous exertions in the cauſe 

oF wh and of e produced ſuch ſavage ferocity, 
Happy would it be for many if the cloud which will hang 
over their memories were the dark veil of oblivion, But 
the brightneſs of your character will render the deformity 
of theirs conſpicuous, 

Your propoſal that the claſſes ſhould continue to meet 
has given us much ſatisfaction. We ſhall all rejoice 
in any occaſion of giving or receiving inſtruction. We 
hold the advantages we have received too dear to neglect Birm 
any opportuity of extending and improving them. We Py 
have this day met to conſider of the beſt means of carrying 


it into execution. The different circumſtances m 
| whic 


5335 8. 
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which we now aſſemble cannot fail n our minds 
in a very powerful manner! but we truſt they are im- 
preſſions which will have a favourable influence on our 
future lives, We have 
your place in the ſenior \claſs till your return, and when 
he is detirous of it, we ſhall willingly relieve him from 
the fatigue of reading. Mr. Hawkes we have requeſted 
to give us his preſence in the noon. claſs, and to take only 
ſo much of the buſineſs of it upon him, as is agreeable 
to himſelf; ſince many of us will gladly give him any 
aſſiſtance in our power. They have in the moſt affec- 
tionate manner complied with our wiſhes, and next 
dunday the three claſſes, recommence in their uſual form, 
wery thing previous to their meeting being ſettled, = 

| We have had a very full meeting, and many who were 
obliged to be abſent have requeſted to put their names to 


you may again appear among us in the ſame venerable 
ind endearing character in which we have ſo often beheld 
you, To be ſeparated from you is an evil we are ill-dif- 


poſed to bear, We will hope this trial is not in reſerve 


for us. Should infatuation, however, extend ſo far, our 
enemies ſhall find that they can never ſeparate you from our 


hearts; that our gratitude and attachment has a baſis too 


ſtrong for them ever to ſhake, and that the mind is Las 
perty which no iniquitious power can reach. 
With ſentiments of the warineſt we ah and vene- 


rations, | 


We are, 
Sir, | 
Your affectionate pill, 
8 ith 145 names 
Birmingham, Auguf 22. 1791. FOE 32 5 a 
5 AI Litter 
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requeſted Mr. Blythe to ſupply 


this addreſs as a teſtimony of their gratitude for your kind 
letter. But we hope, Sir, the time will ſoon arrive, when 
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of 'conferring upon the rumour” of an armen d im- 
pediment in the way of your return to us; defire to aſſure 
you of the deep and poignant concern theſe rumours give 
us. The bare apprehenſion of your leaving us is deeply 
affecting to us all. Sudden and violent as was the firſt 
onſet of the perſecution and troubles with which you and 
ourſelves were lately aſſailed, we ſaw it neceſſary that you 
| ſhauld retire for a ſeaſon, and we not only. acquieſced in 
your retirement, but rejoiced in your enjoying that ſafety 
at a diſtance which a deluded populaq; appeared to deny 
you here; but the thought of theſe violences operating to 
the final diſſolution of our happy connection, as paſtor and 
people, is really more diſtreſſing to us than all our other 
__ ſufferings and calamities, multiplied and ſevere as they are, 
and we cannot * hey my Lecce ſuch 
an event. | 
+ Indeed, Sir, we can truly ates you, that- there is no 
| 108 to be urged, there is no aſſurance to be given, there 
is no inducement to be offered, by a people whoſe hearts 
are full of veneration, reſpect, and gratitude, which we 
cannot, which we do not now urge and offer to you as 
the genuine dictate of the moſt ardent, ſincere, and fervent 
affection, We cannot deſcribe how much our feelings are 
intereſted; we cannot tell you how earneſt, how fincere, 
and how fervent our deſires are for your return, and how 
much out beſt affections are moved upon this truly im- 
portant and intereſting occaſion : but we know we may 
_ ſafely rely upon your own feelings to do us juſtice : we 


know you will, feel for us, and alſo for thoſe who a 
the 
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having been driven away by lawleſs violence. 


198 ATEISDIX |, a6 
to uh when, we N 
— uſefulneſs 1 them, and the happy fruits 
which have been already” feen to reſult from your ex- 
emplary aſſiduities and laboura there. But we will forbear; 
for although wwe would he ſerious and earneſt, we would 
not be importunate. We ſhall, therefore, urge you no fur- 
ter WE know your candour, we truſt your goodneſs, 
je would: rely upon your well known ſerious and pious 
for the acceptance of this our ſincere and well 
meant applieation—Perſuaded you will not deem it an in- 
ruſion, we offer no apology. On the contrary, knowing 
and feeling ourſelves that it is the dictate of a pure affec- 
tion and ardent attachment, we doubt not. but you will 
receive it as ſuch, and that, as it is the genuine reſult of our 


zeal and ſincerity in the moſt important of all concerns, it 


will operate with you accordingly.— Hoping that you 


may ſpeedily return amongſt us, reſume your pen with 


renewed vigour, and your labours with increaſing ſucceſs, 
we remain, with *he lincereſt affection, n and at- 


Reverend and —_ 6 | RT 
| Your friends and fellow Chriſtians 


: . et 8. 
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| | W XXII. "ny | 
To 0 the Members of the New Metting b r 
2 Birmingham, 
London, Oe. 8, 1791. 


My Chriſtian Friends, 
1 NEVER felt myſelf in a more painful ſituation 


than the preſent, in conſequence of ſitting down to anſwer 
your two moſt affectionate Addreſſes, inviting me to re- 


turn to the exerciſe of my miniſtry among you, after 
' 


Not only on my leaving Birmingham, but ſome time after 


my arrival in London, L had no idea but that of a temporary 
M 4 835 retreat 


5 0 Bk 1 5 | 
uw Arp _ _ 
retreat; thinking that the violenes bf party 
had its triumph, Would f m e e re 
pentance ſuctveding, 1 * teſuttis — — 
more advantage than” But every adbunt that 1 
have received having -repreſeniced whe Ai e pee a 
more invetetate than I had ifithgihned it te be, ſ that, in 
all probability, my return weuld only: inflane-it; and it 
conſequence of this, my ſituation, Af ſafe, would be un. 
comfortable, 3 hurtful, it is my deliberate 
opinion, that it be better for ſome other perſon, leſ 
obnoxious to popular prejudice, to take my place, and 
F 
neighbouthood. 
I hope I need not aſſure you, that it is with-the greaet 
that-I at after much heſitation, have come 
to this reſolution, in forming which, conſiderations of a 
more private nature, but to which no man is, or ought to 
be, wholly infenſible, have likewife had their influence, 
Never, I believe, was any chriſtian miniſter more happy in 
his ſituation than I have been with you. My ſentiments 
concerning you are not only thoſe of reſpect and affection, 
but of pride. It has been my boaſt, that no congregation 
that I have been acquainted —_ was ſo candid, fo well 
informed, and ſo ready to adopt whatever their miniſters 
recommended to them for their edification, and that, in 
conſequence of it, your regulations were the beſt adapted 
to form intelligent and ſerious chriſtians, Our example 
was looked up to by other and diſtafit congregiitions, who 
were excited to form themſelves upon our model. I had, 
alſo, perfect liberty, which few diſſenting miniſters have, 
to follow all my favourite purſuits, of every kind, and to 
preach and write without the leaſt hazard of giving of- 
fence, whatever 1 thought proper. I had, therefore, no 
other wiſh than to live and die among you. 
But. as I hope the good that has been done will never 
be undone, owing efpecially to the almoſt unprecedented 
ee 4 acon ae among you, 


whoſe 
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— — rwargf muſt contribute to 
inſtrwer — 6d og have the leſs: W now 
tuin an ierten tte of reigning my paſtoral charge, 
but Bot till d, Meri your! a ſore meaſure re. 
etabliſhody und ſome proper of your being able to do as 
well Without” ine; and n Tote ne we de aeg 
mention Oli weit. | 
As won then, ad you "Thall' have provided u place th 
which I can offefateg 1 ſhall with petuliar pleaſure reſume 
my functions among you, und contifive them, till the time 
iboyemertioned; and if it pleuſe God that I ſhould die in 
your ſervice, 1 Thall not (ſeeing no apparent cauſe of ap- 
ptehenſion, ſuch as Would juſtify my flight from my pro- 


pr arlon) think it vin eſe wnſtaſonably with res 95 


Wr 


wn, | 
NV friends and fellow ebrifilats, , 
Your affectionate paſtor, 
Ol PRIESTLEY. 
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N* XXIII. 


Frm the cee of the New Meng Birmingham. 
Me N pO 5 Birmingham, October 84, 1791. 


YOUR truly intereſting letter of the 8th 
inſtant has deeply affected us. We are grieved to an 
exceſs at the ſeparation it announces, and the apparent 
neceſſity of our acquieſcing in itz and in “ your own 
« deliberate opinion, that it will be more for the general 
good to have ſome other perſon fill your place here, 
© and that you may be more uſefully employed in London 
4 or its ngighbourhood.” It is with the moſt painful re- 


luctance that we yield to this * humiliating concluſion, 
without 


% AM 
without importuning you with. our intreaties, that you 
would reconſider it, and reſume your, firſt purpoſe of 
ſpeedily returning to us, But ſeeing it your deliberate 
judgment, and knowing the circumſtances which fur. 
round us; we patiently reſign our wills and urging you 

no farther, moſt devoutly: pray our heavenly Flther, that 
your proſpect of greater-uſefulneſs may be realized ; that 


many ſouls may yet be added to your faithful miniſtry; that 
your glorious career of uſefulneſs. and , benevolence may 
long be continued, and that your final removal from it to 
the realms of light may be ſerene and happy. 
You- will permit us to add, that the approbenton 
which we have been recently informed ſome of our wiſeſt 


to aſſiſt your worthy EY the Rev. Mr, Blythe, we 
888 


4 


F, 


and beſt friends entertain for your ſafety, ſnould you pro- 
ſecute your intended return to us, neceſſarily compel us, 
to make a farther ſacrifice of our anxious defires to ſee Re 
you here. We are, indeed, truly ſorry to abandon the 
proſpect of your promiſed return, thn it is but Chap 
for a few weeksz but we ſhould be be wanting in affe&ion Wi vith 
towards yourſelf, and in reſpect to the general good of WI wolet 
mankind, were we not to attend to theſe apprehenſion, V 
Indeed, Sir, we ſpeak very ſincerely, when we declare that WY 109d 
we bear you too ſincere and fervent an affection, that we WW ges 
have too great a value for your peace and ſafety, are far too WP eng! 
anxious for your preſervation from inſult, to conſent, that Wl being 
you ſhould upon the preſent occaſion expoſe your perſon WW our 
to the hazard of it. (Jive us leave, then, with hearts full with 1 
of reſpe& and affectlon, to intreat you to forego for the dequa 
preſent, your purpoſe of viſiting us as our paſtor, and let I beve e 
us repeat 7 tie aſſurance conveyed by our firſt letter, that FF of bea 
when the feaſon of perfect tranquility and ſafety ap- An in 
proaches, we ſhall moſt cordially hail your return to us I from 
for any period your other Important connexions and en- upon 
gagements may admit, In the mean time, anxious to BF manift 
maintain an intercourſe with you, and deſirous of your k peeu 
ald and concurrenee in our choice of a ſultable perſon _ 
eule 
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requeſt that if you know of any gentleman whom you think 
ſuitable! fon us, and whom you have reaſon to expect would 
wiſh for ſuch an eftabliſhinent, you will favour us with 


5 nf Dear and Reverend Sir, in e e 
th vour truly affectionate friends and fellow chriſtians, 


= 
| ' 1 x 
j 5 * FP [ 1 5 5 
1 * 
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From the Congregation of Mill Til Chapel Leeds. 
Rev . and Dear Sir, Lede, Auguſt 14, 1751. 


WE, the Proteſtant Diſſenters of Mill-Hill 


violence of party rage. 
ions, While all the ſincere friends of rational liberty and 
„ tha good order are rouſed to an honeſt indignation, by out- 
at W rages which have diſgraced our country in the eyes of 
ap too enlightened Europe, we, having had the happineſs of 
t, that BY being under your paſtoral care, feel a perſonal intereſt in 

bn your welfare, And as, from this intimate connexion 
ts full vith you, we have had a better opportunity of becoming 
or the WI vequainted with your real 'charatter than many others 
ad let bave enjoyed, we the more readily embrace this opportuuity 
that {WI of bearing our ſpecial teſtimony to its exemplary excellence, 
y ap- In interval of more than eighteen years has not effaced 
to uw WJ from our memory the good principles you inculcated 
id en- upon us, and the affectionate care which you uniformly 
us to manlfeſted for our advancement in every virtue. It was, in 
f your I a peculiar degtee, the object of your attention, to inipreſs 
perſon I upon the minds of the young ſuch, ſentiments as are beſt 
ie, we calculated to produce the peaceable and uſeful citizeny In all 


requeſt the 


your nomination of him. We are, with the livalieſt ſenti- 


Chapel in Leeds, cannot reſt ſatisfied in a ſilent ſympathy - 
with you on the loſſes you have lately incurred from the 
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in life, Which many of us, who wert 
46 ax and are How the heads: of f@- 
milies, as tory 2 vhr. We' alſo recollect with 
pleaſure, that w inſtructed us in the reaſons of « 
teſtant diſſent wow” the eſtabliſhed church, you were 
careful to guard us agaitiſt the rancour of an intolerant 
. Niger, wth ee Te DUET ed 
vine rell and 


vine — ＋ which injoitis peace on eart 
men. And thot 4 . it 


duty to oppoſe what ap to you the-erroneou 
opinions, and ſuperſtitions pies of individuals, of 
bedles of men, you were ib * from entertaining « 


hoſtile diſpoſition te thelr perſon « wu that you 
were ſolely actuated by a re — 5 thel tereſt /* 
you miſtaken, they 


which, however, they might think 

ought to have felt thernſulye weite, Reheleln — " 
fuppert which you derive from the ample re 

your own mind, efpeclally thoſe which are the rule ah 


good confelenee, ant! earneſtly wiſhing you every good, 


We remain, 
Rev, and dear Bir, 
Your affectionate friends. 
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will to 
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Fyom the Proteftant Diſinters In Great Yarmouth. 
| | Yarmouth, July 297 1791. 
| Reverend vir, 


WE, miniſters and members of the three de- 
nominations of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Great Yarmouth, 
beg leave to expreſs to you the intereſt we take in the 
late calamitous events which have befallen you, Differing 
in various matters of opinion, we all agree in warm admi- 
ration of your high 1. * zealous reſearches after 


chriſtian 


| e ' 
chriſtian truth and your diftinguiſhed exertions in the 
cauſe of civil and religious liberty, Theſe qualities, which 
have made you the peculiar mark of the vengeance of 
w_ render your ſafety and welfare proportionably 
to us. The: wt F 
Whilſt we lament your loſſes, not only a8 thoſe of an 
individual, but of the public, we receive a conſolation in 
the magnanimity with which you have borne them, and 
in the teſtimony this event has given to the world of the 
difference between the temper and conduct of theſe wha 
luden a good cauſe, and and of theſe who oppoſe it, 
That will be the final reſult of 6 atracions an aft 

we preſume not te proneungez but one good effect from 
it we think we can foreſee, that of drawing eleſer the 
bands of unien and amity all the d t bodies 
of Plſſonters, who muſt honeeferth feel that they have a 


rmmon concern In each others welfare and ſoeurlty, 


our cordial ſpntlments of 
rs, and remain, with fins ⸗ 


Yout Friends and fellow Chriftlans, 


xxl. 
fo the Members of ts New Meeting Congregation, 


My Chriglan Friends, 
| IT adds net a little to my affiiftion, occa- 
lloned by my vielent exeluſſen from a congregation te 
which I have ſo much reaſon to be attached, to be de- 
prived of the ſatisfaction I promiſed myſelf from my pro- 


poſed viſit to you, and doing what might be in my power 


towards your future ſettlement, But I am more con- 
cerned on account of the reaſon you aſſign for it; as it 


argues 
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argues a continuance of that malignant perſfeeuting ſp 
Which has been the cauſe of all our — 2 
muſt be the government of u country, nominally chrif. 
tlans, in which ſuch -outrages/ againſt all law and good 
order cannot be reſtrained, and in which a man eannot be 
encouraged by his beſt friends to come to the difeharge 
of the duties of u peaceable profeſſion, without the appre- 
henſion of being inſulted, if not murdered, 

Do not, however, think that any thing ſtrange of 
new, has happened to us, The enemies of the primitive 
chriſtians frequently ſet looſe a licentious' populace upon 
them, when they did not think-proper to proceed againſt 
tem by law; and for this purpoſe they raiſed ſuch en- 
lumnies againſt them as made them be conſidered as the 

peſts of ſociety, 'I truſt you are ſo well grounded in 
the principles of your religion, as not to be diſcouraged at 
this, or any thing elſe that has befallen us, Thovgh the 
enemy has burned our places of public worſhip, and 
lighted the fires, as I have been informed, with our 
bibles, they cannot deſtroy the great truths contained in 
them, or deprive us of the benefit of our Saviour's decla- 
ration, © Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and 
« perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt 
' & you falſely for my ſake,” *| 3 
Be aſſured that, from the intereſt I take in your wel- 
fare, I ſhall not fail to mention to you any perſon that I 
may hear of, who ſhall appear to me proper to ſucceed 
me. Hoping that you will ſoon be provided with ſuch a 
perſon, and that in conſequence of being built up in our 
holy faith, we ſhall have a happy meeting in a better 
world, for which all the diſcipline and trials of this life 
are excellently fitted to form us, I am, [2 
My Friends and fellow Chriſtians, 
| - ___ Your's affectionately, 
J. PRIESTLEY. 
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appr ENDA, 


Ir may be amuſing to hand of my 
ien to ſee the following account of the riots at 
Birmingham, written on the ſpot, and at the time, 
by a member of the eſtabliſhment, in letters to a 
fiend of his near Maidſtone in Kent, and pub- 
liſhed in a Supplement to the Maidſtons Journal, for 
Tueſday, July the 19th, laſt, as it ſhows with 
how little feeling, or ſenſe of impropriety, ſome 
perſons can relate the moſt atrocious actions, in 
the full view of all their enormity, when they are 


well wiſhers to the can in which they are per- 


formed, The miſtakes and exaggerations in this 
account are alſo amuſing. I would likewiſe obſerve 
that Mr. Walter, the printer of the paper called 
Taz Tits, aſſures me that his account, falſe and 


malignant as it is, was written by © a gentleman | 
« of great reſpectability, at Birmingham, and of 


large commercial concerns.“ But this kind of 


TeſpeFability does not always give liberality of ſenti- 


ment, juſt notions of right and wrong, or Nroper 
lings, | 


LETTER 


vours, ſat down age Dogg The mob | encreaſing in 
number and filence, they broke up in leſs than two 
' hourg—their names will appear in white letters and black 


emen nn 


ol 
i % 
* * 
. Pan 
- * 
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and broke a few windows at the Hotel; Dadley ap 
It Was ſettled for their leader to examine his houſe, a. 


dach ſide belonged to loyaliſts, whoſe. pro property they are 


Wi ; 
t 0 
VN 1. e 
F 
Arenen 


1, Thurſday Evening, 
« THE deiſts here, after their utmoſt enden. 


paper. Some of them were rudely handled. Prieſtley durſt 
not appear, the encloſed paper & inflamed much, I cannot 
think we have any thing to fear; we muſt be blind indeed, 
provided the kingdom' is as flouriſhing as Birmingham, 


; * f 
| eee 


A. I. 


O remove your "hm on ar as] 
land, you the partioylare of our commotions : on Thurſday 
evening the zealous afſembled in St. Philip's ce dehnt 


ing; declared himſelf attached to high church and 


not a diſaffected perſon being there, they wont to the New 
which was ſoon in flames; then to the Old 
Meeting, but they firſt defired the charity children to be 
fant to their homes j they were informed the houſes on 


as cautious of ag — therefore to.preſerve whatever 
belonged to them, they gutted the Old Meeting, laid the 
Jer in a pile in the Meeting-yard, and burnt it there; 
then took the bricks down with eure, which — 


0 Alluding to the ſeditious hand- bill, 
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them all night: a party was ſent to ſecure Dr. Prieſtley, 


who eſcaped very narrowly: hie houſe. with every thing 


they could find fell a vitim to the flames, they then de- 
ſtroyed Mr. Ryland's houſe, late Baſkerville's; then Bor- 
deſley, then Mr. Huttoh's, I went by deſire of our neigh- 
bour Cooper into Hutton's houſe, to requeſt they would 
not fire it as many loyal people would ſuffer, They Knew 
me, ſhook me heartily by the hand, and promiſed me 10 


fire, which was obſerved. I am confidently informed 


that a woman bringing a candle was knocked down they 
then went to Mr. G. Humphrys's, Mr. W. Ruſſell's, and 


Moſely Hall, where they waited for the tenant, Lady Car- 


hampten, removing her effects, they then deſtroyed the 


houſe as they had done thoſe of the -preceding perſons, | 


They are till in the country: their objects are the Meet- 
ing-houſe at Withwood+heath with the teacher's, Coates's 
at the Five-ways, late Weſley's, and Lady Wood; and 
they declare, that unleſs Prieſtley is delivered to them, no 
Diſſenters ſhall eſcape, On Friday five hundred gentle- 
men began cudgelling them, and drove them, but this 
only made them more outrageous, and we have now no 
hopes of quieting them but from the military; the ſame 


day, they gave notice by their bellman, that every houſe 


that had not-high church and King, written upon ity would 


« No money, or any thing elſe has any inſduenceh nor 


have they been diverted from any one of their attempts; 
they ſeem to move quite ſyſtematically, and ſay, they are 


only doing what their enemies would have done by them. 


We are, I conſider, quite ſafe ; the only inconvenience we 
have felt, has been from a few ſtragglers, who. have taken 
the advantage! of the times, in extorting money, but the 
hyal mob, yeſterday, as ſoon as they were informed of it, 


ſent a party, who beat them ſeverely, and they are at 


preſent diſperſed, 


„ P. S. I am informed they are now at Edgbaſton, 5 


in conſequence of their finding a letter of Dr, W, at 
N Ruſſell's 


* 
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different directions. Should the Doctor not be able to 
they will murder him, as he is conſidered the miſ- 


being broken, the enn, to aged: rome 
be was a churchman. 


R 
; 
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Ruſſell's; they now ſay ag” regard no ou 85 C 

_ to hi i church (al all,” "ny * ba N ho 
, 3+ 4 45 4 . NN N. 

MI. Ryland's houſe, which has been burnt down, ws i 

ſet fire to on account of his ſon's having affiſted in the to 

eſcape of Dr. Prieftley, whom the mob' have purſued in to 


elude their vigilance, it is much to be apprehended that 


chievous author of all the treaſonable hand- bills that 
have been . ² 611 
| The Methodiſts and followers of the Counzeſo of 
Huntingdon have been all protected. In the beginning 
of the riots the mob went to ſome of their houſes, and 
queſtioned them concerning the doctrines which they 
profeſſed, and on their declaring for church and King, 
they were aſſured that they ſhould remain unmoleſted, 
The church people walk about as mand without the 
9 of danger. 

he Hotel belonging to Dadley, where the Revolu- 
tioniſts dined, has been only damaged by the windows 


Mr. Humphrys, whoſe vous at the Farwpiks wis 
pulled down, offered the eee eee 
guineas if they would deſiſt; but they declared that money 
was not their object, and that they pulled down his houſe 
becauſe they conſidered him as a principal perſon con- 
cerned in the inflammatory hand-bills; perhaps too for his 
ridiculing the national church by . a cow-lodge 1 in 
the form of a chapel. 

A letter dated Sunday night at eleven o'clock, fas 


« * Unleſs. ſome ſoldiers arrive Lay to-morrow morning, 
we 


# 


0 
— 4.1 uot Diſſnter's 
houſe. in Birmingham will be to th evy Di them, 
no doubt, many other houſes which were never intended, 
Near one hundred houſes have been ſet on fire and pulled 


| down, and-about fixty more are marked for the purpoſe 


of being burnt or deſtroyed, At nine o'clack-laſt night 
it was computed that the damage already done amounted 
to 250,000; "Thoſe which we ons men un 


nnn 5 


” * 


N II. 
An Addreſs to Dr. Prieſtley, agreed upon at a Meeting 
of the T'bilofephicas 1 at han N 1 3, 1791. 


SIR, 

WE condole with — and with the ſcien- 
thc world, on the loſs of your valuable library, your 
experimental apparatus, and your more valuable manu- 
ſcripts: at the ſame time we beg leave to congratulate you 
on your perſonal ſafety, in having eſcaped the NO 
hands of the ſavages at Birmingham. ? 

Almoſt all great minds in all ages of the. 3 ak have 
endeavoured to benefit mankind, have been perſecuted by 
them; GALILEO, for his philoſophical - diſcoveries, was 
impriſoned by the Inquiſition; and SoexArzs found a 
cup of hemlock his reward. for teaching © there is one 
40d.“ Your enemies, unable to conquer your arguments 
by reaſon, have had rccourſe to violence; they have hal- 
loo'd upon you the dogs of unfeeling ignorance, and of 
frantic fanaticiſm they have kindled fires like thoſe of the 
Inquiſition, not to illuminate the truth, but, like the dark 
lantern of the aſſaſſin, to light the murderer to his prey. 
Your philoſophical friends, therefore, hope that you will 
not again riſk your perſon among à people, * 


N 2 


tate that philoſophyß of which you m 
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renders chem incapable of inſt they hope you will 
leave the unfruitful fields of polemical theology, and cul. 


be called the 
father, and which, by inducing the world to think and 
renſon, will ſilently marſhakmankind againſt deluſion, and 
| ls. greater certainty overturn/the empire of ſuperſtition, 
In ſpite of the perſecution you have fuſtained;>we. truſt 
eh you will perſevere in the exertions of Virtue; and the 
improvements of ſcience. Your fame; already conſpicuous 
to every civilized nation of the world, ſhall riſe like a 
plicenix from the flames of -your-elaboratory with reno- 
vated vigour, and ſhine with . coruſcation. 


1 IN A 2 
N. W 28. * . 1 N 
» Wm. © 
THEANSWER, + wy 
Gentlmen, ee | London, Sep, 19, 1. 
I FEEL myſelf ankle 1 6 in my preſent 


fufferings from the effects of bigotry, by the ſympathy 
_ expreſſed by you, and * other . friends of ſcience 
here and abroad. | 

It will be anew thing i in the wei if any thing truly 

valuable loſe credit, or have a leſs rapid ſpread, in con- 

ſequence of perſecution. | If any thing will bear to be 


viewed, and examined, it muſt derive. advantage from 


whatever draws attention to it; 1 _ I am nen, 

0 is the cauſe in which I ſuffer, r heel 

In conſequence of this, far 9055 11 diſcouraged, I 

feel myſelf more animated than ever; and I am at this 
very time ſetting about the — 2 of my philo- 


ſophical apparatus, and reſuming all my former purſuits. 


Excuſe me, however, if I ſtill join theological to phi- 


1 oomgnk ſtudics, and if I c the former as greatly 
ſuperior 


©. 
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ſuperior i in importance to mankind to the latter. But as 


theſe different purſuits have never yet interfered with, but 


dee e e PORN ns Wl 
continue to be the caſe, 
I am, Gentlemen, a 

| Tour very humble ſervant, 


The perfon high in office, after declaiming againſt 
me in the manner mentioned p. 58, added, . Ag 
* to Paine, he is no Diſenter, and therefore we 
te cannot take him up.” On this I leave my reader 
to make his own remarks, and ſorne of a ſufficiently 
ſerious nature cannot fail to occur to him, 


J PRIESTLEY, . 


4 
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CaTaLoGuE or | BOOKS, | 
WRITTEN BY U 
Dx. PRIESTLEY, 
AND PRINTED FOR | 
7 obj, Bookſeller, St. Paul's Church-7 ard, 
LONDON. 


WE meg and protect Bite of Bret, with ori 


„ da with Copper - plates, 4th Zen 
News ws Bei of this is in the Preſs and evill foon be pub- 


\ 


Mr. Nicholſon, in 2 vols. 4to, in Boards, 21, 25.—The 
= be ſold alone, 21. 18. in Boards. 

ms Familiar Introdu2ion to the Study of BleAtricity, 5th Edition, 
| Mi. 28. 6d. ſewed. * 

3. The Hiſtory and Preſent State of Diſcoveries relating to Viſion, 
Light, and Colours, 2 vols. 4to. illuſtrated with a great Number of 
Copyer-plates, 1]. 118, 6d. in boards, 2]. 188. bound. 

4. Experiments and Obſervations on different Kinds of Air and 
other Branches of Nang Phi 2 connected with the — 

J vols. x1. 18. in boards, being the ormer Six Volumes abridged and 
methodiſed, with many Additions. 


pective, with Copper- oper Pig a 2d non, 58. in boards, 68. bound. 


a Book deſcribing it, containing an Epitome of Univerſal Hiſtory, 
4th Edition, 10s, 6d. 

7. A Chart of Biography, with a Book containing an explanation 
of it, . catalogue of all the Names inferted in it 6th Edition, 


8 „ 108. 6d. 


1 Oi 


, Ec. are 148 each, 


ten a new Edition, 18. 6 
9. The ſame Grammar, with Notes and Obſeryations, for the Uſe 
of thoſe who have made fome Profi in the language, th Edit. 
10. Lectures on Hi, y and ay tel to which is prefixed, 
m Eſſay on a Courſe of Liberal 1 for Civil and Active 
Life, to. al 18. in . 
11 Obſervations 


hed gy with a Continuation of it, and original Ex 1 by 


5. A Familiar Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Per- 


6. A New Chart a View of the 5 
Revolutions of Empire ny kave * 1 the N. 


Charts mounted un Canvas and Rollers, n 
| | Ruliment of age Grammar, ndaptel io the uſe of 
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ſapbical Neceſſity, in a Correſpondence between Dr. 
| Priefly to which are added, by Dr. P 


f 
o 
wo 
$ L 
e 
» * 


| | | A. ooh | 
Books written by Dy. Priefly, 3 
tion / N. to Education more eſpecially as it re- 


1. 00% 


ivil and Active Life, ad Edition, 38. 6d. in boards, 
'f ee . Critici/, to, 108, 6d, 


13. An Eſſay on the firſt Principles of Government, and on the 


12. A Cour 


| in boards, 148. bound. 
Nature of Political, Civil, and Religious Liberty, ad Edition, much 


enlarged, 48. in boards,” 38. bound. Ia this Edition are introduced the 


| Remarks on Chufch Authority, in anſwer ts Dr, Balguy, formerly 


libed ſeparately. inn 
11 4g Fx cms | * Right Hon, Mr, Burke on his Reflections on 


the Revolution in France, 8vo. 3d Edition, 28. 6d, 'ſewed; 


15. A Letter to the Right Hon, William Pitt, Firſt Lord of the 


Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer.z on the Subje& of 


Toleration'and Church Eftabliſhments z occaſioned by his Speech againſt 
the Repeal of the 7% and Corporation Ack, on Wedneſday the 21 
of Margh, 1787, ad Edition, iI... He 1 

16. Familiar Letters, addreſſed to the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Birmingham, in Refutation of ſeveral Charges advanced 4 7 the 
Diſſenters, and Unitarians, by the Rev. Mr. Madan.—Alſo Letters 


to the Rev. Edward Burn, Jn Anſwer to his on the Infallibility of the 


Apaſtolic Teſtimon concerning the Perſon of Ohriſt. Con- 
ſicderations on the Differences of Opinion among Chriſtians, in Anſwer 
to the Rev. Mr. Venn, ad Edition, 5s. ſewed. ' . 

17. An Examination of Dr. Reid's Inquiry into the Human Mind, 
on 15 Principles of Common Senſe, Dr. Beattie's Eſſay on the Nature 
and Immutability of Truth, and Dr. O/evald's Appeal to Common 
Senſe, in Behalf of Religion, 2d . in boards, 68. bound. 


18, Hartig: Theory of the Human Mind, on the Principle of 
the Aſſociation of Ideas, with Eſſays relating to the Subject of it, 
$vo. 6s. in boards, 78. bound. . 


19. Diſquifitions relating to Matter and Spirit. To which is added 
60 bi the Philoſophical Doctrine concerning the Origin of the 
Soul, and the Nature of Matter; with its Influence on CRY: 
gpecinlly with reſpect to the Doctrine of the Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt, 

o the Doctrine of Philoſophical Neceſſity illuſtrated, ad Edition“ 


enlarged and improved: with Remarks on thoſe who have contro- 


the Principles of them, 2 vols. $8. in boards, 208. bound, 
20. A Free Diſcuſſion of the DoArines of Materialiſm and Philo- 
en rice and Dr. 
riefley, an  Jutrogufion, ex- 
ning the Nature of the Controverſy, and Letters to ſeveral Writers 
> have animadverted on his Diſquiſitions relating to Matter and 
Spirit, or his Treatiſe on Neceſſity, $vo. 6s. ſewed, 7s. bound. 
21. A Defence of the Doctrine of Neceffity, in two Letters to the 
Nev. Ms} ahn Palmer, 4. 2 
* A Letter to Jacob Bryant, Eſq. in Defence of Philoſophical 
ny, I's, 5 L wth HR; 4 
3 yy Wes | 23. A Philoſophical 


— the Mind z to which is added, an Eſſuy on a Courſe of Liberal 
ucation for 5 | 
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178. 
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The three preceding Artic be property bound up with thi: 
ſecond volume of Diſquiſitions on Matter | 4k 
" 84+ Lettert to a Philoſophical Unbeliever, containing an Examina« 
tion of the principal ObjeRions to the nes of Natural * 
contained in the writings of Mr. Hume, ou 
ligion with Animadyerſions on 


he Decline and Fall of the Roman Zmapire 3 und an Anf to the 
of Mr. William Hamthon, 2 vols. 8vo. 78. ſewed, or bound 


one volume, 8s. ho ; | | | | 
25. A Harmony of the Eviangelifis in Greek. To which are 
I » Atto. 14%, in boards, 


ed, Critical Diſſertations in 
26. A Harmony of the Evangelific in Engliſh, with Notes, and an 
occaſional Paraphraſe for the Uſe of the Unlearned. To which are 
prefixed, Critical Diſſertations, and a Letter to the Biſhop of Offory, - 
4t0, 128. in t 53. bound. | 


boards | 
N. B. Th þ d of the Greek u. may have - 
. e, b in Ee 


this in Engliſh wvithout the Critical Diſſertations, 
| The Greek and Englih Harmony with the Critical Diſſertations, 


komplete, 11. ts. in boards, or 21. 48. bound. 


27. Inflitutes of Natural and Revealed Religion, in 2 vols. 8vo, 
78 05 Pew 7 bir Wark, containing n 
e third Part of this Work, containing t ines of tion, 
be had alone, 25. 6d. ſeed. 


may | 

23: An Hiflory of the C | 22 8 
Concluſion, 11 75 Parts. Part I. containing Conſiderations addreſſed 
to Unbelievers, and 1 to Mr. Gibbon, Part II. containing 
Conſiderations addreſſed to the Advocates for the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, and eſpecially to Biſhop Hurd, + vols. BVO. 228. in boards, 
or 148, bound. Or, uniformly with" the three following 
Defences of it, in 3 volt. il. 48. | 
A. Rh to the Animadver/ions on the Hiflory of the Corruption: 


of Chrifticmi „in the Monthly Review for June, 2783; with Ob- 


ſervations relating to the Doctrine of the Primitive Church, concerning 
the Perſon of Crit, 350, 18. | | 
30. Remarks on the Monthly Review of the Letters to Dr. Horſley; 


in which the Rev. Mr. Sane! Badeock, the writer of that Review, is 


called to defend what he has advanced in it, d. 0 
66 ers to Dr. Horfiey, Archdeacon of St. Alban's, in three 
Parts, containing farther Evidence that the Primitive Chriſtian Church 
was Unitarian, 78. 6d. ſewed. 13 


. 


N. B. Theſe laft three Articles together in boards, 98. or 108. bound. 

32. An Hifory of Early Opinions 722 efus Chrift, compiled 
from Original Writers; proving that the Chriſti 
Unitarian, 4 vols. $vo. 11. 48. in boards, or tl. 8s. bound. 

33. A General Hiflory of the Chriſtian Church, to the Fall of the 
W. Empire, in 2 vols. 8vo. 148. in boards, 168. bound. 

34. Defences of Unitarianiſm for the Year 1786; containing Letters 


1 rar 4 to the Young Men, who are in 


a Courſe 
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Books written by Dr. Prigtig. 


a Courſe of Education for the Chriſtian: Miniſtry, at the Univerſities of 
Oxford and Cambridge; to Dr. Price; and to Mr. Parkhurſt 3 on 
the Subject of the 55 


1 


on of -Chriſt, ad Edit. 3. I; 
35. Defences of Unitarianiſm for the Year 1787; containing Letters 


to the Rev. Dr. Geddes, to the Rev. Dr. Price, Part II. and to the 
Candidates for Orders in the Two Univerſities, Part II. Relating to 
Mr. Howe's Appendix to his fourth Volume of Obſervations on Books, 


a Letter by an Under-Graduate of Oxford, Dr. Croft's Bampton 
Lectures, and ſeveral other Publications, 28. 6d. 13 BE 01 


36. Defentes of Unitarianiſm for the Years 7788 and. 2789; con- 


taining Letters to the Biſhop of St. David's, to the Rev. Mr. 
the Rev. Dr. Knowles, and the Rev. Mr. Hawkins, 38. d. 
N. B. Theſe laft three Articles together, 91. in boards... 


37% A View of the Principles and Conduct of the Proteflant Diſ. 


enters, with Reſpe& to the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of 
ngland, ad Edit, 18, d. e e eee 

38. A Free Addreſs to Proteflant Diſſenters, on the Subject of the 
5 


Tord's Supper, zd Edit. with Additions, as. 


39 An Aadreſi to Proteflant Diſſenters, on the ſubject of giving the 
Lord's Sup —— . n | | 

40. A Free Addreſs to Proteſtant Diſſenters, on the Subject of 
Church Diſcipline ; with a preliminary Diſcourſe concerning the Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, and the Corryptions of it by falſe Notians of Religion, 

41. Letters to the Authors of Remarks on ſeveral late Publications 
relative to the Diſſenters, in a Letter to Dr. Priefiley, is. 
' 42. A Letter to a Layman, on the Subject of Mr. Lindſey's 
Propoſal for a reformed Engliſh Church, on the Plan of the late, Dr. 

43. Three Letters to Dr. Newcome, Biſhop of Waterford, on the 

Duration of our Saviour's Miniſtry, 38. 6d. ſewed. ; | 


44. Letters to the Members of the New Jeruſalem Church, formed 


by Baron Swedenborg, 18. 6d. 


45. An Appeal to the Public, on the Subject of the late Riots in 


Birmingham. To which are added, Strictures on a Pampblet, in- 
you e, rn on the late Riots at Birmingham, 3s. ſexved, 


* 


8. . 
46. An Hiſtory of the Syferings of Lewis de Marolles, and Mr. 
aac le Feure, upon the revocation of the Ediet of Nantz, with a 
reface by Dr, Prieſtley, 8vo. 38. ſewed. . 
47. Forms of Prayer, and other Offices, for the Uſe of Unitarian 
Societies, 8 vo. 30 fow R e | 
48. Diſcourſes on Parious Subjef:, viz. On reſigning the Paſtoral 
Office at Leeds—On undertaking the Paſtoral Office at Birmingham— 
The proper Conſtitution of a Chriſtian Church, with a Preface on the 
Prelent State of thoſe who are called rational Diſſenters— The Im- 
portahce and Extent of Free Enquiry The Doctrine of Divine In- 
tipence on the Human Mind—Habijual Devotion— The Duty of 


not living to ourſelves— The Danger of bad Habits— The ä 


be preceding nine Tracts, No. 37 to 45, incluſive, may 
be bad in 2 vols. boards 165. 6d, or with No. 14, 15, 21, 22, and 23, 
T Le wank 10. 35. in boards, by giving orders for Dr. Prieſtley's larger 


i of the Rev. W. 


Books written by Dr. Priefhuey. 
not being aſhamed of the Goſpel—Glorying in the Croſs of Chriſt 
Taking the Croſs and following ( Chriſt— b. Eeidende of Chriſtianity 
from the Perſecution of Chriſtians, vo. 68. in boards. 
2. A Sermon on the Slave Trade, preached at Birmingham, 
17 » IS, | |; 1 $$"; 7 1 
50. Refleftions on Death, A Sermon on the Death Rev. 
Robert Robinſon of Cambridge, 186. wee 3 
31. A mos Revealed Religion. A Sermon on the Admiſſion - 
Id, of Warwick, with a Charge by the Rev. Tho. 
Belſham, 18. c. WN ee e RAM, ds) 2 
© $2. The proper Obje&s of Education in the preſent State of the 
Warn m_ mon . — eng, gh 22 April 21, 1791, to the 
Supporters of the ollege at Hackney, with a Prayer b 
Res Ade: Bel ſham, ſecond Edition, 18. 39518 ee 
53. A Diſcourſe on occaſion of the death of Dr. Price, delivered 
at Hackney, May 1, with a ſhort ſketch of his life and character, 
and a liſt of his writings, 18. 4 8 £2 
54. A Diſcourſe on the Evidence of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, 18. 6d. 
55. A Catechiſm for Children and Young Perſons, 5th Edit. 4d. 
56. A Scripture Catechiſm, conſiſting of à Series of Queſtions, 
with References to the Scriptures, inſtead of Anſwers, 2d Edit. 4d. 
57. Dr. Watts's Hiſtorical Catechiſm, with Alterations, 2d Edit. gd. 
58. Confiderations for the Uſe of Young Men, and the Parents of 
Young Men, ad Edit, 2d. . oy | 
59. A Serious Addreſs to Maſters of Families, with Forms of 
Family Prayer, 2d Edit. gd. | | 
60. An Appeal to the ſerious and condid Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
on the following ſubjects, viz. 1. The Uſe of Reaſon in Matters. of 
Religion. 2. The Power of Man to do the Will of God. 43, Original 
Sin. 4. Election and Reprobation. 5. The Divinity of Chriſt ; and 
6. Atonement for Sin by the Death of Chriſt, a new Edition; to 
which is added, A Conciſe Hiſtory of thoſe Doctrines; and An 
Account of the Trial of Mr. Elwall, for Hereſy and Blaſphemy, at 
Stafford oo Wo 0 p Aw of s OW. 
6. A Familiar Illuſtration of certain paſſages of Scripture, ing 
to the ſame Subjects, 2d Edit. 6d. F F cx, * 
62. A General View of the Arguments for the Unity of God, and 
againſt the Divinity and. Pre-exiſtence of. Chriſt, from Reaſon, from 
the Scriptures, and from Hiſtory, 2d Edit. 2d. | 
63. A Free Addreſs to Proteſtant Diſſenters as ſuch. By a Diſſenter. 
A new Edition, enlarged and corrected, 18. 6d. mer | 
. A Free Addreſs to thoſe who have petitioned for the Repeal of 
thè late AR of Parliament in favour of the Roman Catholics, 2d. or 
128, per Hundred to give away. . 
N. B. The laſt Ten Tracts, No. 55 to 64, may be had together, in 
boards, 5%, by giving Orders for Dr. Prieſtley's imaller Tracts. 
Alſo publiſhed under the Direction of Dr. Prieſtley. 
THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY,  _. 


Conſiſting of Original Eſſays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to pro- 
mote Religious Knowledge, in Six Volumes, $vo, 11, 198. in boards, 


or al. 58. bound, 
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tn One Volume Royal Quarta, | 8 5 ; a aa : 

A New Edition (Price I, 705 A boards, « or i]. 216, . he ound) of. 
© © OBSERVATIONS ON. MAN; | © 
? His FaRaxe, his Du'TY, and his EXP8CTATIONS, | me 
TE In. nn 
ab DAVID HARTLEY, AM. 1 9 


1 2 *. 
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barred] Ded ab bee d, 1 
A Sketch of the Life and Character 4 Aube 13 
| Written vy tis Son, DAVID HARTLEY, M. 
And Notes and Additions, tranſlated from the German off 
3 1 A H. A. e "Mp 
An Edition of the tins e Work in 3 vols. 8vo. WI 
out the Head of the Author, price 188. en, by. 
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I. A His rox of Pritozoriy Reh ie exc Times 
Century, by WILIA 

ExrigI o, LL. D. 2 vols. 4to. price 21, 28, in boards. 
II. The ILIAD and Opyszy. of Homes, tranſlated” 
into Engliſh Blank- Verſe, by W. Cowes, of the Inner 
Temple, Eſq. FIN 4to. 21, D J 1 


